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The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Pnvacy Acts (FQlPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 


18(b)(1) 



0(b)(7)(A) 

0(d)(5) 

S(b)(2) 



0(b)(7)(B) 

a(j)(2) 

«(&)(?)_ 



G(b)(7}(C) 

Q(k)(l) 




®(b)(7;(D) 

0(k)(2) 




0(b)(7)(E) 

o(k)(3) 




0(b)(7)(F) 

o(k)(4) 

D(b)(4) 



□(b)(8) 

a(k)(5) 

Q(b)(5) 



0(b)(9) 

□(k)(6) 

a(h)(p) 




Q(k)(7) 


352 page(s) were reviewed and 321 pago(s) are being released. 

® Dpcument(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Governm mt agency(ies) [GOA]. This information ha*i been; 

& referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

n referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with yob regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

& You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Co-Dircclc o Office of Information and Privacy j.S. Department of Justice. 1425 
Mew York Ave., NVV, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter Tne enve: >pe and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of information 
Appear or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FQlPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

Q The enclosed material is from the main investigative fiie.(s) in which the subjecl(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Cur search located additional references., in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when Icient, references usually contain information slnvlartc the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given prior ty to processing only the main investigative flle(s). 


If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

e See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


Enclosed are documents from FBIHQ fiie number 100-124410 (sections 1, 2, and 3). Pursuant to Title 28, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Sections 16.11 and 16.49, there is a fee of ten cents per page for duplication. No fees are 
assessed for the first 100 pages. To expedite your request, the enclosed material is being sent in advance of your 
payment. At this time, we are requesting payment in the amount of $22.10 for this release of 321 pages. Your check or 
money order should be made payable to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and should include the FOIPA number 
1039474 . 

No further action will be taken on your request until we receive your check or money order for the enclosed 
material. If payment Is not received within 45 days from the date of this letter, your request will be administratively 
closed. 
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(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) arc in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 

privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 

authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l ) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k}(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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Date: June 4, 1942 


Subject: 


c 

■Peace Movement of Ethiopia 


M 



102988 


The following is a report of a meeting in Chicago of the "Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia," held Sunday, May 31, 1942. This report, from a 
reliable source, indicates that active propagandizing for Nazi he Is going 
on among Negroes, although this is one of the few actual pro-Nazi meetings 
which have come to our attention: 

Vsf V 

"This meeting was held, not at 47th & Prairie, but at 366 E. 47th St. 
The Chief speakers were: Mr. J. By&ogan, Mr.Vlordon and Mrs>^Qoigon. 

"All of the speakers except Mr. Go Mon were brief,, speaking approx- 
imately 10 or 15 minutes. Mr. Logan stressed the &ct that the 
NaziB were not getting their fair share of land, economic goods and 
racial rights. 



"Mr. Gordon-- ( Who I suppose is the husband of Mrs. Gordon) featured 
an article from the Pittsburg Courrier by J . A ^Rogers. His speech 



was primarily a eulogy of Hitler, showing that Hitler was not hostlj^ 
to the Negroes. He said 4bat Hitler said he} did not hate the Negroes, 
he only pitied them. He read nearly all of this article from Sogers 
He read it very slowly and haltingly-— so haltingly that I week and got 
the article immediately. I then found that he was not truthfully read- 
ing the article at all. He was Just introducing a tissue of lies which 
had no part in Roger's article. 


"Mr. Gordon continued to emphasize that the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
was a business organization. It was going to get In Africa land and 
wealth. No Megro would be permitted to build a church he said. If 
any Negro attempted It he would be run out and killed. The Negroes 
In Africa would then be Shown by the Peace Movement how to build 
planes, tanks, submarines, battleships with which they would fight 
all white people like hell. 


"Before Mrs. Gordon was introduced some wcdian sang a piece in which 
the audience joined, with the words running about like this: 


Stand by Mrs. Gordon and keep still 
She has never failed us and she better will 
Mrs. Gordon never lost a battle , 

Stick to her still. . - 

She is fighting our preseift'Daftla. 

And she'll win with a 


"Without giving the name of the boolr^SBe^^d some bo^efujLiMraarap^g^ 
from a book whose author she gave as Willltfa A. Riffli4k or lifeddick. 

I started to make a notation but a man who was stationed near me said* 

f no writing t u - RAnt to stand bv me fronrXBe moment I came 



.102989 



In the h o«m». .JMa'ta not 4|ltt »m > l. *he . took ay seat, I asked 
the nan in flMs of ne nho the «*•. Bttdently I looked unusual 
SO some of the officers at the dt frT to the man and called him 
to the, bade of the house. There they sit (foully asked him what X had 


said, so they stationed this guard right near by. 




*tlrs. Gordon said not a word about the Jews or Germans but she did say: 
*0n Dec. 7th one billion black people, our colored people, etwuck for 
freedom.* She then went on to praise Marcus ^ array a demagogic Negro 
Who right after the last World War engaged in more race baiting and 
prejudice arousing than any Negro of recorded times. Her speech was 
very short, lasting only 8 minutes. 

•There were approximately 320 people there, 298 in the audience and 
12 men and 3 women on the stage. There was no one of sufficient prom- 
inence for me to know him. All the speakers used bad English and the 


nouns and verbs seldom lay down in harmony and peace together. 



.....No Negvoes as ignorant and backward as these would be taking 

active steps to defend or to support Adolph Hitler and the Nazis, unless 
they were paid. Something else was evident too; more stress was placed > 
upon defense of Germany by far than of Japan. This is wholly away from' 
the usual Negro angle which le to stress the color phase of the Japanese. 
I state without fear of any contradiction that this is a subversive 
movement, subsidized by subversive people. They are so conscious of 
their vicious position that they object to anyone taking notes. This 
is extremely unusual because as a rule they are publicity hounds and 
think that you are going to give them newspaper accounts, so welcome 
reporters." 


We should like to know if you have any knowledge of similar meet- 
ings held by the "X* ease Movement of Et tf oyla" in your city, or whether Megan 
organizers or Azls ns*MMfc# Wave ewiaMftpad to create local 6 ranches of |||| 
this organization in your area. 



*lifi4gO, 1 11 If 10 is 


{•'0HEI0N-IH3PIEKD AGITATION 
AMONG THE AMHIICAN ffSGHOSSj 
L*fT‘!RNAL S3CDR ITT. 


/aVV/e -)( 


A confidential infbiwuit of the Bureau has gubadttad a report* da tod 
lllpb 4, 1942, of * mating In Chicago of the "Pesos Uoeeuwat of Ethiopia," held 
: ^x Sunday, )toy JO., 1942* The report of this nesting is set out verbatim as follows « 

"The following is a report of a nesting in Chicago of the * Peace 
Movenent of Ethiopia,’ held Sunday, Key 31, 1942. This report, fro* a 
reliable eouros, Indian tee that aotiv® propagandising for Basis* le going on 
among Negroes, although this la one of the few actual pro 'MSsi matings which 
hare cone to our attention! 


"'This westing waa held, not at 47th & Prairie, but at 366 E. 47th 
St. The chief speakers verst Mr* J. B. Logan, Mr* Gordon sod Mrs. Gordon 

"'All of the speakers except Mr. Gordon wars brief, speaking 
approximately 10 or 15 sdjwtes*; Mr. Logan str e ssed the foot tlat the 
Basle were not getting their fair share of land, eoo na aio goods and 
racial rights. 


" 'Mr. Gordon — (Who I suppose is the husband of Mrs. Gordon) featured 
an article froa the Pittsburg Courier by J. A. Sugars. Hie speech 
was primarily an eulogy of Hitler, showing that Hitler was not hostile 
to the Negroes. Ho said that Hitler said ha did not hate tbs Negroes, 
ho only pitied then. He rood nearly all of this article flow Rogers. 

He road It reiy al early and haltingly— eo haltingly that I want and got 
the article iweedlately. I then found that ha was not truttvfolly road- 

Inc the article at all. Hs was just introducing a tissue of lies which 

Tamifjad no port in Roger's article* 



"'Mr* Gordon continued to eaphasise that tbs Pesos Movant of 

Ethiopia was a buslnass organisation. It was going to got in Africa land 
and tfijlth. Ho Negro would be peraltted to build a obureh he said, if 
any Negro atteapted It be would bs nm out and killed* Tbs Negroes in 
Africa would then be shown by the Pe so s gwrasni how to build planes, 
tanks,, subaarfnes, : battleships with whiah they would fight ell white 


Mrs* Oar don was introduced eons wowan sang a piece in whioh 
is J#4£sd» with the words rMhnlhc about like thlss 





Stand by ! 'rs. Gordon and keep still 

She has never failed us and eh© never will 

lira. Cordon never loat a battle 

Stick to her still* . - 

She ie fighting our present battle. 

And she’ll win with o will. 


"’Without giving the nates of the book aha read so eg doleful 
paragraph from a book whose author she gave as tilliasi AlSRiddick or 
Reddlak . I started to make a notation but a cam who was stationed 
near mo said, "No writing." He had been sent to stand by me from the 
moment I case in the house. This ie not quite correct, When 1 took 
b y seat, I asked the man in front of ns who the speaker was. Evidently 
I looked unusual so soma of the off loans at the door came over to the 
sen and oalled him to the book of the house, 'here they evidently asked 
him what I had said, so they stationed tills guard right near by. 


“’Mrs. Cordon said not a word about the Jews or Germans but she did 
sajri "On Deo. 7th one billion black people, our colored people, struck 
for freedom. " She than went on to praise Herons Garvey, a demagogic 
Negro who right after the last World War engaged in sore race baiting 
and prejudice arousing than any Negro of recorded tins. Her speech was 
very short, lasting only 8 minute*. 


’’’There ware approximately 320 people there, 29$ in the audience and 
12 rmn and 3 woman on the stage. There was no one of sufficient prominence 
for ci© to know him. All the speakers used bad English and the nouns and 
verbs seldom lay down In harmony and peace together. 


"’ No Negroes as Ignorant and backward as these would be 

taking active steps to defend or to support Adolf Hitler and the Basis, 
unless they were paid. Something else was evident, tooj more stress 
was placed upon defense of Germany tgr far than of Japan. This is wholly 
away from the usual Negro angle which la to stress the color phase of the 
Japanese. I state without fear of any contradiction that this is a 
subversive movement, subsidised by subversive people. They are so 
conecious of their vicious position that they object to anyone taking 
notes. This is extremely unusual because as a rule they are publicity 
hounds and think that you are going to giva them newspaper acoounts, sc 
welcome reporters." 1 

You are requested to institute an iaeediate inquiry into this natter in 
an attempt to aaoertain the veraoity of the above report. The results obtained 
by you should be correlated with the information in your possession which is to 
be reported to the Bureau under the above captioning, as per Bureau instructions 
in its letter of June 22, 1942, styled as above. 


Mft - Chios*. 


* C • 


7 


~ 3 - 


In the sva t information is obtained reflecting that meeting® of a 
•bd.lv nature are planned for the future, ydu are requested tc make arrange* 
■ante for an appropriate coverage of ti e aauc. The highly inportant nature 
of this natter oust not be overlooked and L l ia Bureau should be advised curraitljr 
of all significant developments. 


Very truly yo ,ra. 


Jolin idgar Hoover 
Cixeotor 




SpM&al i» fturg# 

ObUafl*. UllMli 

y 

a«i mncpiii pxaob woman 

iVTiaiAL SBOOlIfT - I 


Dow Sir l 

for jomr lnfonttlsa MMWalac tk • uUvltiM of tho 
»bov«-o«)tloMd trguluUM, ttm an noleNi termrltk ooploo 
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Mr, T*1 i<hl 

Ur. *. A TamJ 

Mr. 

Mr. QUrln 

Mr. La ii4 

'Hr. Ni.k.l. 

Hr. Roitn . 

Mr. Truy y 

Mr. C»r«»a , 

Ur. Caffay ’ 

Mr. Hin4^ __ 

Mr. Holloman 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Q • inn Tima 

Mr. Kuit 

Mi«GcndT_ 
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pie«tinp oi' 


the athiopian Peace Movenent *as held at headquarters * Jl)k 
oouth *>tate street, Chicago* 


No 


women were observed to go into the hall between 7xJ0 and 9ijO t 
when the mooting broke up. Ihe only one identified at the 
moating was a nan named 


mentioned in a report on the organisation 

dated May 27th* 

All the men who cttemded this meeting wre e.bout 
forty years of age or older and very dark* some with * snail 
goatee. 

At 8x45 a touring car drove up to the hall. It had 


an Illinois, I9k2 9 license -d 


Which was found 


to have been issued td 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 















.0?rs7? 


June 19* 1942* 


Another Ethiopian Pane* Movement acting was held 
-uno&y afternoon, Jan* I4tb» at Boulevard Hall* 47th treat and 
outH .arkwajr, Chicago — admission KW* Xt was praaldad over 
by ft i$r* Jtfnas# -who is busine&s manager at tha organisation*!} 

Jbic^go headquarters* j&3 4 jouth ~tate street. 

Ilia re were about 90 to 93 present* li to ?.i oi' than wouen. 
It was observed that nearly all present ware exceptionally dark 
negroes, while hr*, Mittie Gordon, their leader, la much lighter. 
Moat of tha own were over forty years of age* and many spoke 
with » eat Indian or African secant. Three Inner guards , 

In their early 20'a, patrolled the hail. If they observed any 
In the and lance talking together • they blew c whistle and restored 
.pilot. 


Ah lie this was supposed to be an open meeting* tha front 
of the hall was reserved for nanbers. and tha sxtrsanly poor 
Acoustics node It alnost impassible for those in tha rear of the 
hall to hear tha speakers. Talks were wade by six* but Mrs. Cordon 
*»s the wain speaker. 

A Severend^^Bordon read from sane nawapapar on tha dare lop- 
seats iu Asia, Africa and India, and quoted Gandhi as saying, 

* The British will have to e tifc out of India or we alii throw thaw out.* 

An American negro (noise unknown ), who was a delegate fro* 
tha r'eece Movement to Liberia, told of his exp. riauses in Liberia. 

He a aid that although a nun be r of dlnlacts are spoken, they are not 
difficult to learn.' 

The other speakers only eang the praises of Kre. Cordon 
as their leader who had taken up the mantle when the Garvey oovenent 
fell apart. 


Mrs, Gordon opened her talk by remarking i "Thara aiv many 
things that 1 weald like to say, bnt thoaa things cannot be said in 
an open mooting.* Che is e foroofui speaker and quito a rabble rousari 
bat made maity o out radio to ry remarks , &ht curaat s yreat deal and it 
-cnerally uncouth • 

Che sade it clear that tha ar sanitation would not take any 
strange negro non into its inner circle ‘for the duration,* and hoi 
re nark* indicated that she did not trust negro preachers* negro iawye r:- 
ar negro polltldams. ohe said that no non. negro politicians who wanted 
to g ;; t into the orgsnixstion'a good graces would b... admitted at headquarters, 
•ho warned that If any nan asked questions or in any other way interfered 
vith the meeting* be would be thrown out. 



>h* said that asgro mm*D wouli be admitted to m*® bo r 9 hip* 
beoftuao those with ulterfor motives coaly easily be spotted ex they 
betray th«Motr«< ■ore readily than aen under qwitisting* ihe 
stressed the point that no mas? r* oral ting would take place and 
that only a chosen few women would be admitted "for the duration** 

•>he also said she wanted it distinctly understood that 
this inovoheiit 1 b In no way related to the old Manmi Uarvey novamsnti 
that it was organised to free all dark races from the rale of the 
"iShitr. rate** i/everal tines she spoke of Liberia as the base 
{'roe which all operations aaat be centered^ and referred to the 
tiee when they would spread out and rule. 

^he spoke of the Grand Jury asking her wheia the nonoy 
to do ail this organising bum from, and said aha did not tell then* 
be threatened that if them should bo any attempt wade to raid their 
Vo. t headquarters (jl3k >outh ->tate street) or their .test vide hall 
or Morgan Park headquarters* or an effort Bade to break up the move- 
ment , *'Ve> will set this dann city afire** 

;he stated that their religion is the -oslew* and although 
they have no dlroct connection* with Japan contact ia maintained 
through "Masha.* Ahe aantioned having Just heard a news flash 
over :£RU that the Jape bad attackad Alaska* and p radio ted that 
It. would be only a natter of d^ra until they would be hero* 

"and «i know what we will here to do.* 

She also tads a remark which in a measure contradicted her 
previous statements s *Amasmber« we will have he quit fighting some 
of the /.hits men who are for us** dhe spoke of heving gene to 
Washington several years age to get support for the establishaent 
of a negro steto In the south and eas in Liberia and ‘although 
oaa of eur own race ( Ml toholl ) was la Goagress* It was a White 
nan free the ,oeth who introduced a bill te got our demands 
befUis Congress — a white nan* Bind you.* 


Attention Is called te the fact that ftobert tU'^Jordan. 
m Harlan nagro, was convicted on March 9* 19 42. In the 0. j* 

Olatrict ourt, Row York, of violating the Allen Registration Act* 
together with Lester Holnees* Jerdan was self-styled the 
‘Black Mikado," and was a leader of the *Rthloplan Pacific Movement 
and the "Black Followers of Buddhlem Plan*" according to an artlobe 
in the * Pittsburgh Jun- Telegraph* of March 7. 19*2. The article 
also states that Jerdan told his followers the Buddhist nations of 
the Last would eventual ly unite to destroy white control of the 
Mrldi that negroes should unite with other darker recea to 
accomplish this . 




New York, N. Y. 


\ 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


July 18, 1942 

All iNfOSMATIOri COMTASMED 
HEiitiN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
r>VTf 7-3-^ BY m-Mt/n 


Re: ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J. 


Dear Sir: 



„ Reference is made to Bureau letter to Chicago dated 

June 29, 1942, of which this office received a copy, in which certain 
information was set out regarding the above-captioned matter. 


Additional information has been received by this office 


from the offi ce of 
New York, andj_ 
which reports are a. 
follows : 


A meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia was held 
Sunday, May 31, 1942 at 366^East 47th^Street, Chicago, Illinois. The 
chief speakers were J. B^/LOGAN, Mptf^GORDON, and Mrsy- GORDON. All of the 
speakers except Mr. Gortfon were brief, speaking approximately 10 or 15 
minutes. 

Mr. Gordon's speech was primarily a eulogy of Hitler, showing 
that he was not ho stile, to the negroes, during which he read an article 
reportedly written bjj/TOGERS, the colored journalist, in the Pittsburgh 
Courier, from which'ne attempted to prove his point. However, it is 
reported that Gordon was not truthfully reading this article. 

Gordon emphasized that the Peace Movement of Ethiopia was a 
business organization, stating that they would get Africa land and wealth, 
and would teach the Negroes in Africa how to build planes, tanks, submarines 
and battleships with which they would fight all the white men. 



‘J J'/f. 

U. S. DEPArf&f 



Letter to the Director 


July 18, 1942 


There were approximately 320 persons present at this meeting, 
and the person reporting this makes the following summary: 

" No Negroes as ignorant and backward as 

these would be taking active steps to defend or to 
support Adolph Hitler and the Nazis, unless they were 
paid. Something else was evident too; more stress 
was placed upon defense of Germany by far than of 
Japan. This is wholly away from the usual Negro 
angle which is to stress the color phase of the Japanese. 

This is a subversive movement, subsidized by subversive 
people. They are so conscious of their vicious position 
that they object to anyone taking notes. This is 
extremely unusual because as a rule they are publicity 
hounds and think that you are going to give them newspaper 
accounts, so welcome reporters." 


It vjill be noted that the above organization is very similar 
to that of the ETHIOPIAN PACIFIC MOVE MENT. INC. , a colored organization in 
New York City | | colored, which has previously been 

reported, and which is presently being investigated by the New York Office. 
To date there is no indication that there are any connections between these 
two organization, and through available sources no information has been 
received that an organization of the above-captioned name is operating in 
this district. 


Very truly yours. 



P. E. FOXHDRTH C^x.^ 
Assistant Director 
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RE* ETHIOPIAN ? ACE JOVhKQfT; 

«rs, mrcr ooFSfifc cxsubedj 

ll • cunxwa & i. 


_r. Tolson 


|Mr E. A. Tamm 

IMr . Clegg 

■Mr. Glavin 

|Mr . Ladd 

IMr . Nichols 

■ Mr. Rosen 

IMr. Tracy 

IMr . Carson 

|Mr . Coffey 

lr . Hendon 

Mr. Kramer 

|Mr . McGuire, 

r. Quinn Tamm 

r. Nease .. 

I;fis8 Gandy 


f&r jour asdstaooe In conducting so Inweetigulicni of the activi- 
ties of the above captioned organisation^ the Mlertjc information is 
submitted wiiich was reosivcd from a iinif f 111 source: 

"The Ethiopian Pcam Itorment held & nesting Sunday after- 
noon, Jam Uffefct & Vov.Tjtmti Soil, U?th & South Parkway, (Mongo. 

A Hr* Janes, bpainem nanufjer of the organisation’s Calcago head- 
quarter* st 3>2& 5«*th State 91*. presided* There wore about $0 
present* Bra* Kittle Gordon it the leader* tee* OordaQ opened 
hor talk tgr n.i— ilfleg "there ash many things I would like 96 ear 
but tnoee things aainot be saSMt in an apm M e eti ng.* 1 She spake 
of the Qemod Jtrry netting her where the aofttr to do their organizing 
care free and said that she did not tell than. She threatened that 
if there should be «gr att M np t to retd their 06 headquarters at 
3131* Statte st., or their 'feat aide hall or tSoagon park head- 
quarters, or an effort rede to hsapfc up the i ovewent, «vm rill set 
tide rtawi city afire.” 

"She stated that their religion If the Uaalen and although they 

have o direct connections with Japm* oonta6t TB wnintoinad through 

"T^oba”. “lie mentioned having a news flash over W W. 

that the Japs iiad attacked Alaska aho pred 
only a natter of days until they*. Would be 
ire will have to do” . 


Ct*d that it would be 
"and we know whaly 


lrtf-ctihg -of the r .t . Ionian P eace Covenant was l>eld 



rmc oruar nerson aoeiT.xia.et 

attcr^in-ufl 

in a mart tmmeft 
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fhe AA&PiM lnframg&en was received fm another oonfiden 
tial sour**, *&& iW«hUii> jU unquestioned? 

» * *■ ■ . 

"^act. Morr .«t of ETitrom" 

*We 1** m iVaBa confidential source that on Sunday, 

3l> • .^ujjog arms hsld at Sant h7th Street, Chicago by 
a grace ef negroes who called thsmselvee the 'Peace I'ovwrwnt 
ot M|g|£c** The general trend of tie netting wee such as 
to tipajpe. the spreedlne of pro-Resi propaganda among at 
l o ae l a gegll section of the negroes* Our souree etates that 
thwri tape approximately 390 people in attendance* 

S4 "*fce »rln<Jipel speakers at the 'acting were J. B, Legem 
«ed a ?>*■*§. ttnt* Gordon, Logan at reseed the fact that the 
Rule ^ere net getting their fair share of land, economic 
eooSo and racial righto* 

"Gordon attempted te outline the purpose of the * Pease 
(forewent of Ethiopia', Whggh he referred to ae a business 
organisation* According to Gordon, tbs purpose of the move- 
ment was to attain land and wealth in Africa* as made the 
statement that the negroes la Africa would be eboen by tho 
Peace Mpvwm B t how to build jftghee? tanks, submarines, 
battleships, with which theyweuld fight the white people 
like Hall'* Gordon also purported to read in article by 
J* A« Rogers In the Pittsburgh 'Courier', the reading was 
very slow and halting* gpd our source noted that actually 
Oordon was not follorfng the text of the article At all, 
but was wandering off Into a eulogy of Hitler, claiming 
that the Itasig were not iostdle to the negroes* 

"Mrs* Gordon In her apsmeh made no reference to the 
Germans, but she did Ngn 'on Deeeeber ? one billion Lack 
people, our colored people, struck for AMgdcm'* Ghe then 
went on to praise ManM Oanrcy, a negro demagogua who shortly 
after the law* war wear A eonart durable following for a 'hack to 
Africa' oolordmation pr ojec t . 


"Our source Attempted to take notes at the meeting but was 
prevented from doing so by a retard stationed nearby. 


"Oar source eensents that those who attended the reeling 
appeared to be generally of an Igaere nt end backward type who 
would not thee be defending and Supporting Hitler unless they 
were paid to do so* Considerably more stress was placed upon 
the bene volenoe of the Germans than on ties with Japan, w'.ieh 
is an unusual procedure," 
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t^Iegg 

Glavin 

Ladd 


Ofri'c hols 
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There are being traaadtted herewith two photostatic co les 
of a report dated June 2$, 19h2 , fjj Utled, Jjlhi apian laeoe Movement 
l- received by tne Bureau fttts the flflitary Wtillicenoe Service, r.-ahlngton, 

l>* C. 

i *t Is d«3i rod that innediato steps be taken to determine the 

leaders of tills organization, source of teeowe and that oonfldwntl al 
Infonaantc be developed in order that tlp| Jercau sill have first-hand 
infornetio of what transpires at the waitings* It la desired that the 
confidential informants be instmeted to make notes and that these notes 
be retained by the Chicago Field Office for evidwatiaxy puposss at a 
later date in the a ven t prosecution is authorised* Efforts should also 
be nadt to determine if this m Lgjfiiit I in Maintain* at y records, espeeially 
a msutoerahip list, in order that consideration way be given to obtain these 

vsAJhJtNiW'V m 

29CUn.R« 


Frorr the information available this organisation appears to be 
very active among the negroes in the vislslty of Chi, page, and because of 
the widespread nativity of Axis propegpwltsts eaoag the n eg r o es in this 
country this investigation should be Mlirded preferred Investigative 
attention and reports should be submitted at laast every thirty days. 

Very truly yours. 


Jttti Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Subject MADAL CORpCH^ presiderit-generc.1 of the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement, arrested on complaint 
filed before Unites States Commissioner Chicago 
August 2 , 1941, charged with counseling negro 
registrants to evade Selective Service Act, and 
dismissed on motion of United States Attorney, 

Chics go, August 29, 1941, after promising that 
she would no longer interfer with the Selective 
Service Act. Informants advise subject at sub- 
sequent meetings failed to advise members to 
comply with Selective Service Act but 011 the 
contrary advocated unity among the negroes to 
combat the whiteman, cooperete with the Japanese, 
and other allegedly seditious statements. Reports 
of informants covering meetings of subject organiz- 
ation from Kay to August, 1942, reflect that subject 
advocates cooperation between the negroes end the 
Japanese, and stated that the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor was vengeance for the injustice of the white 
man towards the colored races. Informants state 
that Japanese or Filipinos have beon seen iri~ attend- 
ance at subjects meetings, Sunday evenings ^it the 
Boulevard Hall, 47th Street and South E*A • 2ey, 
Chicago, Illinois* 3 ^ 
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DETAILS: 


of Special Agent | "[ made at Chicago# 

Illinois, Chicago File ffo, 25-1999, 

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS : 


The following investigation is predicated upon information 
contained in reference reports# a summary of which is hereinafter set out* 

Information obtained from the members of Chicago Local Draft 
Board Ho# 5# 5120 South Park 77ay # Chicago# Illinois, reflects that subject MADAM 
GORDON was called before the Local Board on J uly 50# 194l # in connection with a 
violation of the Selective Service Act by one | | 

of subject organization# subsequently convicted for violating the Selective Service 
Act of 1940, and the subject of a Selective Service case in the Chicago Office. . 

At this time MADAM GORDON stated in the presence of the 
members of Local Draft Board No. 5 that# "If I was able to contact all of the 
registrants previous to registration day, I would advise them not to register 
for tho draft but since it was to late for that course of action, I have instruct- 
ed members of my organization to refuse to fill out their questionnaires, or 
having completed their questionnaires# to file a Conscientious Objector Form#* 1 
The members of the Draft Board further advised that IIADAM GORDON boasted that 
she had succeeded in convincing a number of men in her organization to refuse 
to fill out their questionnaires and that she has given assistance to about 
thirty men in connection with filling out Conscientious Objector Forms. KADAM 
GORDON further stated to the members of the Beard that she would rather see 
T, my four million members die together than submit to military training.” 

A signed statement from 1 set out in 

reference report dated August 11# 1941# reflects that MADAM GORDON advised him# 

] net to fill out his Selective Service questionnaire. A complaint was 
rued oefore the United States Commissioner at Chicago on August 2# 1941# charg- 
ing MADAM GORDON with a violation of the Selective Service Act of 1940 in that 
she counseled and instructed negro registrants in Chicago to evade the Selective 
Servioe Act by refusing to execute questionnaires and refusing to report for 
physical examinations. An indictment charging subject# MADAM GORDON# with the 
same acts was presented to the Federal Grand Jury at Chicago on August 21# 1941# 
and a No Bill was returned by the Grand Jury on August 27# 1941* Thereafter the 
case against MADAM GORDON was dismissed by the United States Commissioner on 
August 29 # 1941# upon subject’s assurance that there would be no further inter- 
ference by her with the Selective Service Act and the further assurance that 
she would instruct members of her Ethiopian Peace Movement to comply with the 
Selective Service Act. Subject stated xt this time that she would make an 
announcement to her members at the next meeting, advising them to comply with 
the Selective Service Act* 
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Rofarsnfie report dated January 12i 1942i reflects that 

1 attended, the 

next meeting of MADAM GORDONS organization on August 31, 1941# and that subject 
made no statement to the members to the effect that they must comply with the 
Selective 


Serv5.ce regulations 


as attended Sunday evening meetings of the Ethiopian Pe ace moveme: 


meetings were addressed by MADAM GORDON; her husband, UR. GORDON; one J. B. LOGAN* 
who appears to be th9 chairman or master of ceremonies at these meetings* He 
further advised that these meetings begin at approximately 7:00 P.i J * and last 
until approximately 10:00 P.M* with two to three hundred negro men and women 
of all ages in attendance* 


According. to| [the meeting of the Ethiopian Peace 

Movement on Ilav 31, 1942, was addressed by MADAM GORDON, MR. GORDON, and J. B. 
LOGAN, This informant stated that HR. LOGAN stressed the fact that the NAZI 
were not getting their fair share of land, economic goods, and racial rights* 
According to this informant MR. G0RD07$ spoke from the platform and his Bpeech 
was primarily a eulogy of HITLER showing that HITLER was not hostile to the 
negroes. According to this informant, MR. GORDON said that HITLER does not 
hate the negroes, he only pities them, HR. GORDON emphasized in his speech 
that the Peace Movement of Ethiopia is a business organization; that it is 
going to Africa to get land or wealth but no negroes will be permitted to 
build a church in Africa, and if any negro attempts it he will be run out, and 
killed. MR. GORDON then stated according to the informant that the negroes in 
Africa will be shown by the Ethiopian Peace Movement how to build planes* tanks, 
submarines, and battleships with which they will fight all white people "like hell 


At instant meeting, MADAM GORDON, according to informant, 
stated that, w 0n December 7 one billion blaok people, or colored people, struck 
for freedom* 11 / 


Informant] |advised that at the meeting subject 

organization on June 7, 1942, MADam GORDON was not present but ;fehat her husband, 
MR. GORDON, gave a speech in which he stated that four million negroes have 
signed up to go back to Africa and that they would have gone if the war had 
not broken out in 1939* He stated that his wife, MADAM GORDON, had turned 
down two million dollars offered to her by Government Agents to quit organiz- 
ing the negroes and that he and his wife have multimillionnaires backing them 
with plenty of money. At this meeting no mention was made of the Japanese or 
the Nazi. 
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Informant] |advised that on| 

the meeting wa g opened by MR. JONES, the chairman* who introduced mADaM GDkuuN. 
According to the informant MADAM GORDON stated that her organization is not 
Christian* Christianity is a white man’s religion; that two thirds of the poople 
on earth are Moslems; that all colored people who are not fools are Moslems* 
and that r, we are Moslems* 11 Informant advised that MADAM GORDON concluded her 
speech by saying* "Japanese have landed in the Aleutian Islands. The Aleutian 
Islands are a part of Alaska. Alaska is part of the United States. Now don’t 
let these stool-pigeons go out of here and say I am for Japan. I &m for Africa* 11 


At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on j 
informant | |advised that MADAM GORDON made a speech in which she stated* 
"These are serious and important times. I just heard on my radio the announce- 
ment that one half the people of India have just joined Japan. " Informant 
advised that this statement was greeted by thunderous applause by the audience 
and that MADAH GORDON went on to say* "Seattle has just been bombed. * Again 
there was wild applause from the audience, according to the informant. 


At this meeting 


the writer that he saw two 


orientals who looked like Japanese; that they were handsomely dresse d* and 
graciously received by the usually suspicious negro audience. | | stated that 
MR. GORDON, MR. JONES* and J. B. LOGAN also spoke at this meeting. 


At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on June 28* 

1942* at the Boulevard Hall* MADAM GORDON, stated* according to the informant, 
that America and Great Britian got up a peace in which they agreed to sell the 
colored people out* but that HITLER broke up the plot by putting pressure on the 
Crimea* Libyan, and Caucasus fronts. MADAM GORDON also stated in her speech to 
an audience of approximately three hundred persons, that "It is impossible for 
America and Britian to win this war. Britian and America have killed one hundred 
million Africans, so God won’t let them win. The people who now have Libya are 
going to hold it." 

MADAM GORDON then said gleefully* according to the informant* 
that U-boats have sunk three hundred twenty nine ships on this side of the Atlantic 
arid that the U-boats are giad to see the ships leave the shore loaded with wealth 
and goods. Informant advised that other speakers at this meeting were J. B. LOGAN* 
and four persons whose identity is unknown* 


J at the Boulevard Hall a meeting of the 

Lan Peace Movement was addressed by J. B. 


a an Peace Movement was addressed by J. B. LOGAN* according to informant 
LOGAN stated that negroes must stop killing themselves and kill more 
white people. Informant further advised that MADAM GORDON was not present 
at this meeting and that therefore the speakers and audience did not get very 
"steamed up." 
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for your information «jj| considsrati 
herewith a copy of the report of Spuoial Agent 
10, 1942, at Chicago, Illinois, ir -.he above o. 


Ing transmit ted 
1 dated August 


I should appreciate being advised if the activities of the a neve 
captioned organisation and individuals^ Constitute a viola ti n of any /enteral 
statute over which this hurts* has investigative Jurisdiction. 


fery truly yours. 


n 


John adgar Hoover 
Director 







IV RSi ETHIOPIAN PoACh M0VjaUX« 

3IJ4 S. otafce 2t. f Chicago# 


A letxer is being circulated among the members of 
this Movement alleged to have been written to their leader* 

Ur s* Mittt^Gordon f by Senator Theodore G/Bilbog of 
Mississippi* in which he stated that ho w&s vtiy aony 
to learn that she had been cjusitionec by the Grand Jury 
and assured her that her Jlsvsment had hLa approval* Bio 
letter advised her to continue collecting n 6 gr 0 e£ • signatures 
for her program and promised thet he would present it to th« 
Senate at the tlosa of the war* 

Presumably Senator Bilbo is the * white man from 
th*s iouth* referred to In the last paragraph of the two^page 
report dated June lpth and signatures of negroes are being 
collected by Urs, Gordon for a negro state in tho douth and 
on© in Liberia* referred to in the same paragraph* which 
reads as follows* 

* • * . • She spoke of hawing gone to ftashlagton 
several years ago to get support for the establish- 
ment of a negro state in the South and one in Liberia 
and ’til though one of our own race (Mitchell) waa in 
'Congress*' it was a white man from the youth who intro- 
duced a bill to get our demands before Congress ~ 
r , whi te man , mi nd you • * * 

v.: The other reports have previously been submitted on 

Organization# one dated k&y 27% 1942# and the other June 19 • 


/Ob-fif 


■7-3-tu W~Qf4/sr\ 


20 AUG 24 


July 22, 1& 



# 


Si 




Sfv-aw^ 

% 




WfS 

• 

*$» 

^4^.. 

*,K 

•>>.<*$1 

tfe learn from ft confidential sourc# that on Sunday, *&y 31, a meet^'r&i 
was*. held at 366 East 47th Street, Chicago ty a group of negroes who called ^ 
themselves t^e •Peace Vovaaeut of Ethiopia". The general trend of the ®eKt#r' 
w*a suc^ as to indicate the spreading of pro^asi propagtau* uon£ t louet, .&-; 
small -ection of the negroes. Our txurce states that there were approximately 
3^0 people in attendance* 

The princi al s eaicers ut the a:eetin£ were J.bJlOGAA and a ^r* und 
\rtj GOhDOi* Logan stressed tr.e fact that the Sasia wore not getting their 
fair an&r* of laau, economic goods ana racial right® * 

Gordon attempted to Ottilia* the purpose of the ^Peacc* >.joveiaent cf 
Ethiopia*, which he referred to as a business organisation. According to 
Gordon, the purpose of the movement Wns to obtain land and w^.ith in iSric\* 

He liade the at&tw^ent that *the negroes in Africa would be shown by the P*.eea k 
teovement how to build planes, tanks, submarines, battleships, with wbicr. tney 
woula fight the white people like Hell* r Gordon also purported to re-ad r*r 
article by J.A^ ROG. r :6 In the Pittsburgh ’Courier 1 . The reading w*s very sic*’ 
Mid halting, arm ouy source noted that actually Gordon was not following the 
text of the article at all, but was wandering off into a eulogy of HITLEh, 
claiming that the Satis war* not hostile t the negroes. 


tfrs# Gordon in her speech imde no reference to the Germans, but a»j*e 
die say, "On December 7 one billion biacx pwoplg^xtror coloured people, nl:»ucK t 
for freedom*. She then went on to praise 4arcui^GAKT£Y , a negro demagogue wh\| 
shortly after the last war won a considerable following for a f Eack tc Africa *\ 
colonisation project. 5 

Our source attempted to take notes at the meeting but was prevented fx| 
doing so by a guard stationed nearby. | 

- M 

Our source comments that those who attended the westing appeared. t0*||§ 
generally of on Ignorant and backward type who would not thu>; be defending 
su> porting Hitler unties a they were j*tiu to o.o eo. Considers bly wore stress ^ 
placed uon the benevolence of the Germans than on tie with Japan, whicn l&j 


unusual procedure. 
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At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace; Movement on J U *Y 1 ® • 
1942, at the Boulevard Hall, MADAM GORDON spoke to approximately two hundred 
fifty negroes and stated, lf We axe going hack to Africa# Our president is 
BARCLAY (president of Liberia), not President ROOSEVELT. The Allies don’t 
have to win the war# In fact the Allies may lose t he war# Germany a&d Japan 
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may win* ,f These statements, 
applause from the audience* 


according to informant 


were 'followed by 


At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on July 26, 
1942, at the Boulevard Hall, MADAM GORDON ad dresse d approximately three hundred 
twenty five negroes. According to informant | J MADAM GORDON acted as chairman 
of the meeting and spoke only occasionally iiir introducing other speakers, names 
unknown, all of whom emphasized the desire of the negroes to return to Africa, 


y/Cc 


* Confidential Informant 


|whose identity has been 


previously furnished to the Burefni, hu t who will be mad e available as a witness 
in instant case, advised Special Agent |on June 4, 1942* that he 

bad attended a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace Movement on May 31, 1942, which 
meeting was held at the Boulevard Hall and began at 8:00 P.M, He advised that 
MRS# GORDON 6poke for approximately ten minutes and the essence of her talk was 
that the black race should be transferred back to Liberia# She indicated in 
her speech that according to history, civilization was due for a change and 
the time was now ripe for the black people to come into power# She told those 
present that the white man is fast losing prestige and that the attack on Pearl 
Harbor by the Japanese is definite proof of this# MRS# GORDON advised that a few 
years ago MARCUa^ARVEY, the noted negro leader, had purchased two ships with which 
he was going to^take the colored people back to their native land, but that some 
Government man had blown these ships up# MRS, . GORDON indicated that the Japanese 
by using a billion Asiatics would definitely win this present war and that the 
colored people are being redeemed by the attack that Japan made on this country* 

She urged the colored people to unite so that they could go to the Government 
and ask them to send the negroes back to their native land# She indicated that 
the negro population was being held in economic slavery and that they were being 
mistreated by the white man# There were approximately two hundred fifty in 
attendance at the meeting and the subject’s speech was acoepted by the audience 
with great enthusiasm# 

^Confidential Informant whose identity has been 

previously furnished to the Bureau, advised that a meeting of the Ethiopian 
Peace Movement was held on June 14, 1942, at the Boulevard Hall and that there 
was an admission charge of ten cents. MR# JONES, business manager of the 
organization, at the Chicago headquarters, 3134 South State Street, presided 
over the meeting# There were approximately one hundred persons fifteen 

to twenty of whom were women# There were three guards, boys in their early 
twenties, who patrolled the hall and if they observed persons in the audience 
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talking together, they blew a whistle to restore quiet* MADAM GORDON allegedly 
read from newspapers on the present developments in Asia, Africa, and India, and 
quoted GAJIDHI as saying, n The British will have to get out of India or we will 
throw .theaj^out# w MRS. GORDON opened her speech by remarking, "There are many 
things thafej would like to say but those things cannot be said in an opex^, 
meeting." indicated that the organisation would not take any str^W tiegro 

men into its iitner circle Cor the duration, and she stated that she did not trust 
negro preachers, lawyers, or politicians. She stressed the point that the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement is in no w$£r reiated to the old MARCUS GARVEY movement 
and that the Ethiopia Peace' Movement;^^ organized to free all dark races from 
the rule of the "white rats." She staffcd that the religion of the organization 
is Moslea, and while they have no direct connections with Japan, contact is 
maintained through "Mesba." She further stated that- she had just previously 
heard a news flash over radio station WBBM, Chicago, that the Japanese had 
attached Alaska and predicted that it would be only a matter of days until the 
Japanese would be in Chicago, "and we know what we will have to do, rr She spoke 
also of the Federal Grand Jury before whom she had appeared and stated they 
asked her where the money for the organization came from, and she told those 
present that she did not inform the Grand Jury of this fact, but she threatened 
that if there should be any attempt made- to taid any of their headquarters or 
an effort made by the Government to break up the movement, "We will set this 
damn city afire." 


Peace Mov ement was h eld onf 


[further advised that f 


"Meeting of the Ethiopian 


3 


He observed 


f 


| In attendance and identified ! 
[being one of those in attendance, 
advised that an automob ile drove up to the hall at 8:45 P*M 
license! 


J 


[whi ch was found tQ have been issued 

out 


I. b 

to [ 


He further 
earing 1942 


|w are beings et out to verify this information# 

Subsequently advised that the individual named[j~ 


has made claims that the Japanese are circulating money f’reeiy among 
the negroes to win their sympathy in the war. 


was interviewed on August 7, 1942, She furnished the following signed statement 
concerning the Ethiopian Peace Movement* 


"Chicago, Illinois. 
August 7, 1942 ‘ 



_i 

make the following voluntary statement toQ 

i — 1 


knowing him to be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
U# S. Department of Justice, and kmraffcg that this statement may be used 
in a court of law. No threats or promises have been made to me in order 
to obtain this statement. 


X 

V 


-6* 







u Gn August 2, 1942 at 7 P.M# I attended a meeting of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia at the Boulevard Hall, 47th and South Parkway, 
Chicago, Illinois. This meeting was addressed by MADAM GORDON and there 
were approximately two hundred colored people present* At this meeting 
Madam Gordon said she would not go into any business just then as she was 
overcome by the attendance on her birthday# She would only give them in 
brief how she felt about that day, August second, 1942, and how she felt 
that same day previous, 1941, because she was in jail, framed by the 
ministers and other stooges of the FBI; that she was deprived of her liberty 
and enjoyment of her birthday# She said she thanked God that this day 
brougjht about a difference because unjustness cannot win; that she was 
so persecuted, but that see what the Japanese did to this country, for 
unjustly treating people that is innocent of any violence. She only 
wanted to ask for the legal rights of her people# She said: "See what 
unjustness will bring to you. Pearl Harbor (and some other place she 
named) had its destruction,” She said she knew that God Allah will help 
the innocent people; that Allah, Cod, will revenge all. She said "There 
is only some people that knows God by his right name. His name is Allah. 

I am so glad that I have stood and saw my enemy punished, as we shall be 
free, Allah will make us free", she said that when Pearl Harbor was 
bombed revenge was wreaked upon her enemies. She said that FBI head man had 
to tell her that she had done no wrong; that it was a frame, and that she 
had done nothing wrong, and that revenge wreaked on them made her know that 
it was true; that she had done nothing wrong. 


"At this meeting a man by the name of JONES was master of cere- 
monies. He introduced Madam Gordon. He pretended to read from some letter 
of some high executive asking them to continue their drive to free the 
negroes because now is the time for the negro to act. If he waits until 
after the war he will be back in slavery again, but if he acted wisely 
he will free himself now; to keep pushing in the direction that he is 
pushing, and he will be free, and it won't be very long. 


"At this meeting there were eight Sergeants at Arame who 

policed the audience and walked up a nd down the aisles and glowered at 

anyone who seemed to be a stranger. I | 

| [ but who is a regular member 1 

of the organization, they did not pay very much attention to me. On the 
way out of the meeting I put a d ime in a basket at the door for a membership 
card, which I have turned over to| I noticed that this card had 

on it the sign of the Moslem flag, a star and. crescent, which is the same 
sign that I saw on the flag in the Moslem Temple at 104 East 51st Street. 

At this meeting there were at least twenty or more people on the platform, 
including Madam Gordon and Jones. Among these was Mr. Gordon, and a number of 
representatives, or at least they were Introduced as such, from various 
branches and chapters of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in the United States# 
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Witness 


leral Bureau of Investigation* 


Special A.gen* 

U#S* Department of Justice 


The signed statement obtained from] 

, of the Chicago Field Division, together 
Imada immediately after he attend 


[vised that 


Confidential Souroe of Information 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION: 


At Chicago, Illinois, will maintain 
Informants to develop further information concerning the 
organization. 

contact with Confidential 
activities of subject 

Will conduct an investigation of -—1 

IreportedlY a 

"| who attended 


meeting or the irthiopian Peace Move ment onl | to- develop his activiti 

and associates, it being noted that | | claimed Japanese were circulating 

money freely among the negroes to win their sympathy. 


Will con duct a similiar investigation to determine the 

activities and associates of | I 

pwner of the automobile bearing Illinois license 1942, 

Will conduct additional investigation to ascertain the 
identity of — JONES and J. B ♦ LOGAN for the purpose of obtaining home addresses 
and activities, it being noted that these individuals are officers of subject 
organization. 

Will present the facts in instant case to the United States 
Attorney for his opinion relative to prosecution of the above named subjects# 


PENDING 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Origin: CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


jillade at 

l- CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Date made 



TiW GHANGEP : 

THE PEACJJ MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, also 
known a6-fc£niOPIAN PEACE KOVSIENT; IIITTIE. MAUD 
LENA GORDON, rath £>1 ia» Madam Gordon; V.TXLIAM 
GORDON; DAVID tOGAiT, wit)i alias J. B. Logan, 

D. Ja Logai<; JONES. 


File No. 100-8932 


Report made by 


Character of Case 


IJAisIg 


INTERNAL SECURITY • - J 
SEDITION 


SynonBiw of Facts: 




REFERENCE: 



Backer ound information secured reflects liadan K.ilfL* GORDON, 
organized subject group 12/7/32 v/itli 13 other negroes, sene 
•f whom are still active in the organization* The Constitu- 
tion advocates n 0ne God - One Country - One People 11 , meaning 
Allah as God and Africa as the country* On August 30 IJrs* 
GORDON announced a Japanese victory in the Pac5.fi* following 
which there 7;as great applause* She stated, n the groat er 
the Japanese victories, t5ie less number of victims there 
will be in the United States 1 ! All' speakers continue^ to 
revile the white race and urge the return of members to 
Africa. Informants report that- leaders urge indirectly 
non-compliance with Selective Service* Additional back- 
ground information and results of nail cover reported. 

Lu u it.ru 


r v ■ . 

Report of opocial Agent 
da tad August 10, 1942. 
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DETAI35 : AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

s 

The title of this case is being changed to set forth the additional alias' 
D. J. Logan as obtained in the course of the investigation* 


of 


Subject organization has been meeting at the Boulevard Hall, 366 East 47th 
Street on Sunday evenings from 8 P .II. until 10:30 P.M. Branch meetings are 
held during the week at the homes of individual members and at 3134 South State 
Street which is the headquarters of Madam M.M.L. GORDON, president General of 
subject organization. 


~|colo red 3 r 


Jadvised that he attended a meeting of subject 

organization on August 2, 1942, at the Boulevard Hall. He advised that Mrs.,- 
GQRDON was the principal speaker of this meeting and that her talk which 
lasted approx imately thirty minutes was characterized with extreme fanaticism, 

| | stated he was unable to recall specific remarks made by Mrs, 

GCRDON at this meeting and that he had made no notes of same but that he 
recalled she expressed anti-Semetic ideas during the course of her speech by 
blaming the jews for the sorry conditions of the negroes, particularly making 
reference to the housing difficulties experienced by colored people. Mrs. 

GORDON also expressed a pro-Japanese sentLnent duri ng her speech f ollav/inE which 
remarks there was great applause from the audience. | [advised that 
although he was unable to recall the exact pro- Japanese remarks made by her 
he stated at the time he had heard them he v/as quite shocked at the reception 
afforded these remarks by the audience. This reception indicated to him 
that the audience had previously been instructed in the sympathies of the group 
and the manner in which they should applaud statements made from the speaker’s 
platform. Near the end of her speech Mrs, GORDON made an expression of loyaltj: 
to Liberia and stated that all negroes owe allegiance to the flag of Liberia. 

She stated, "The Liberian flag is our flag” and continued with ) the remark. 

11 No negro owed allegiance to any flag but the Liberian Flag, 11 


stated there was no reference to the armed forces of this country by Ill's, 
GORDON that he could recall nor was there a direct reference to the Japanese 
race. Following this speech by Mrs. GORDON a young, tall, good looking negro 
v/as introduced as a singer* The accompanist for the singer, however, had not 
made an appearance at the netting, therefore this individual instead of singing 
made a short speech/wfiich he stated that he was not going to fight for the 
country and none of the members of his own particular group would fight or 
participate in the war eff ort. The group to which this singer belonged was 
not known by I |but he advanced the opinion that it pertained to a 

choral society^ This speech by the unknown singer was met with great applause 
in the audience, however those on the speakers’ stand seemed to be- quite 
upset by the boldness with which this speech v/as delivered. 


who will be availabe as a v/itness in instnat 


jf Confidential Informant 
rase if the testimony is deemed essential, advised that he had attended a 
meeting of subject organization on August 9, 1942, and that there were 17 
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speakers on the platform among whcrn were Madam GORDON, her husband THILIAM 
GORDON and an individual by the name ofj ROBINSON. ROBINSON stated "that the 
white man's end had come to this planet! and the white man had finally cane 
to the end of his rope. The white man has tricked the negro into many things 
but now his time is up." This individual continued to speak for .sometime^ 
expressing extreme hate to the white race and his desires that the negroes 
become a close-knit nationalistic group. At this meeting Madam GORDON also 
spoke during the majority of which time she urged the nogroes to 'work for 
their the return to Liberia* At this meeting the informant advises that there 
were no direct pro-Japanese statements made, that the crowd was unusually 
small, and that the meeting broke up earlier than usual. 


Confidential informant 


( i ttended the meeting of subject organization on 

] according to the informant the principal speaker of this 

meeting was WILLIAM GORDON, husband of subject Madam M.M.L. GORDON. Mr. 
GCRDON spoke for about a half hour, violently attacking the white race and 
stated that he would tell the same things to President Roosevelt or anyone 
else the same things that he was telling the audience because they were true. 
Mr. GCRDON told the group that a Government man had come to his house six 
times and offered to pay his wife $2,000,000 to keep her from advocating 
the return of the colored people to Africa. He stated this offer was 
refused every time and would continue to be refused. He stated that his 
wife went to Kingsbury, Jamacia, in 1939 and negotiated a treaty between 
Liberia, America and Japan and stated that the manner in which this treaty 
was consumated was by an inter-marriage of a Japanese with a Liberian. I-Ie 
stated that his 'wife returned to the United States with all the information 
and has been carrying on since that time with the aid of Liberia, Africa, and 
all asiatics, Mr. Gordon staged he took, up -the cause . in this country and 
negotiated the marriage of Japanese and colored woman in Chicago for the 
purpose of bringing about a tie between these two groups and promoting a 
kindred feeling between all the darker races for the purpose of uplifting 
and freeing Liberia, Africa and all asiatics. Mr. GORDON stated he gave the 
money to the Japanese out of his oini pocket for the marriage and that the 
minister v/ho performed that marriage was a Rev. PHILLIPS who has since died. 
Mr. GCRDON announced the Japanese he aided is now in this country carrying 
on the cause and there are many Japanese who are married to colore d people 

At this announcement the audience r us ponded with great enthusiasm. 

furthe r stated that al I m ade a report at this meeting indicating 

he had 


] 


- — x — - — cj CJ 

of subject organization in Gary, Indiana 


for the past six days and ho is goind back to Gary to continue organizing 

the group there. 


I advised that he attended a meeting of 

subject organization held August 23 , 1942, at the Boulevard Kail, At this 
meeting there were approximately 250 persons in attendance. The audience 
was split about even with men and women. He advised that the first speaker 
was J. B. LOGAN, Madam GORDON not being present at this meeting. 
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pdvises that Mr. LOGAN claims to be. an African and Liberian and that he 
for a considerable period of time with a fluent command of English# 


'Spb'kS 

LOGAN 1 s speech concerned primarily the express purpose of subject organization 
who advocate the return of negroes to Liberia and Africa, He stated the 
negroes must go back to Africa where they have a large, verdant country and 
that there is a much greater opportunity for them there then in th e United 
States, LOGAN introduced the chief speaker - as Mr, BRANCH, | [ advised 
that BRANCH was a very violent and vicious character who stated that all negroes 
were on the spot and should be ready for bloodshed. BRANCH emphasized and 
reiterated that all white people were alike whether they came from Massachusetts^ 
New York, Illinois, or from the South, He further stated that when the white 
people patted negroes on the shoulder or back that they nevertheless regarded 


gro and /like a snake poised to strike him. After 
;, | | advised there was an announcement of various 

local meetings to be held at the homes of various members and a short financial 
report was read indicating that the group had received $18 from a local group. 


him as still a common ne, 
the speech by Mr. BRANCH 


| was inter- 
viewed. | l aavisea mat.. ne attended witd |a meeting held on August 

23, 1942, and that the principal" speaker as '"stated was Mr, BRANCH, BRANCH, 
after outlining the objective of subject organization to be the return of all 
members to Africa, stated that the leaders wanted no connection between negroes 
and white people, Caucasian, or Anglo Saxons and that this statement was met 
with great applause. He further stated that “we are ^o-i n?- ba ck to Africa if 
every drop of blood has to be spilled to cb it.” | | advised there 

were short speeches by the other speakers present during which time education 
for the negroes was very bitterly attacked and some of them stated, that they 
should wait to get to Africa before sending their children to school because 
American education poisons the children's minds. 


Confidential Informant | |advised that he attended the meeting held on 

August 23, 1942, and furnished information substantiating the statements made / 
above. He further reported that one of the speakers, a Mr.jSTEVirART, told the j 

audience that "the white man is a devil and I will tell all 'of them I see tint 
every timo# The only good white man is a dead one. I am not a father and 
proud of it because I would kill my children before I would let them go to a 
white man'-; school." 


advised that he attended a meeting of subject 
btgami' iion on August 30# 1942 at the Boulevard Hall# He advised that 
lmmedi-t.oly upon leaving the meeting hall he had prepared a report from his 
notes. He furnished th to the writer and ‘ it will be retained in the 

exhibit file in instant case where • it will be available for prosecution. He 
advised that Mrs, GORDON was the principal speaker and that she talked from 
9:15 P.M, to 9:50 P.M. According to| Hthe subject of her talk was, 

"These are important times, and the colored people must- go back to Africa if 
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’•they leave a trail of blood from here to the continent. We must disregard 
negro preachers and negro teachers. We must especially steer clear of educated 
people, I spell it Itrl-G-G-B-R. I am calling him just the way I feel. The 
Christian religion is a religion of slavery. We are Moslems;. These negro 
preachers tell you you are going to have milk and honey after you die, you are 
going to get your food and drink in the sky. Imagine somebody dying and his 
body and soul being carried 93*000,000 miles the other side of the sun." She 
further remarked that she did not want a white person in the confines of 
Africa and tb .1- there was a plenty of food and natural resources for all of 
her members t)v.re. 


| advised that he had attended with 

I the meeting held on August 30 and that he also recalled the 

statements nfde by her and added that Mrs. GORDON announced a Japanese victory 
in the pacific which v/as met with great applause. She then stated, "The great a* 
the .breinssn victories the less victims there will be in the United States. 

Jadvised that BRANCH, who followed Mrs. GORDON on the stand, 
announced he had heard there were radical meetings held in Washington Park. 

Ke announced that he was going to hold a meeting in Washington Park where he 
would "have plenty to say", BRANCH further attacked the white racte. 


Confidential Infbrmant| |advised that he attended the meeting held on 

August 30, 1942 and substantiated the remarks set forth above. He further 

advised that one JONES, who acted as Chairman of the meeting,^ made a 

short speech and that during the course of this speech he advised he* was very 
happy to hear the broadcast about the war in the Solomon Islands because he 
knew the white men 'would not last much longer because they were fighting in 
muck and water. up to their waists. He further stated he knew the winning side 
would be the darker races and that the American soldiers could not stand up 
under what v/as being issued to them without food, guns and ammunition. He I 
further remarked the American people are trying to keep it a secret the / 

American soldiers do not have supplies and made the remark the enemy is j 

destroying the American ships and any remarks made the Americans were destroying 
enemy ships were false. Informant advised after the meeting he had a conversatL on 
with one of the individuals who acted as guard and usher. This individual told 
him "don't be afraid to tell anyone you are a member of this organization 
because we are on the side of the Japanese and Haile Selassie." This individual 
told the informant to spread it around that they had signed up with the 
Japanese . 


neiu on September b, 194i 


advised he attended the meeting of subject organization 
and that immediately following the meeting he had 
made up his notes which he furnished the 'in’ iter. He adivsed that Mrs. GORDON 
was not present and that the principal speaker was her husband, WILLIAM GORDON. 

The substance of his speech concerns the .return of negroes to Liberia and as 
soon as they had gotten back to Africa they would adopt a set of laws to get 
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the negroes to their original color. He said he would not let a light- 
complexioned boy go with any but a real black girl and vice versa and that 
in this wa y in time all the m embers' wou ld return to the true black color. 

At the closing of the meeting |advised that as is usually the custom 

all persons present rise and race to the East for the short prayer which is 
offered to Allah. 


Confidential Informant! fidvised that he had attended this meeting and 

substantiated the above as set forth in the report of | In add! tion 

the informant reported that JONES made a short speech in which he 

urged the members to be ready to fight when the time came for them to be 
called on. Further, JON’S stated that instead of going to fight for the 
country and the white men they could stay here in America and fight for 
themselves. JONES also gave the crowd a talk on Allah and their religion, 
urging them tc have nothing to do with the white men's churches. 


and corroborated the above statements. 


Jwas also in attendance at this meeting 



advised that she 

r 1 i 

a vu ended tine itieeLinc or suo.ieco organization ne±a on 

spteraber 6, 1942. 

i i 


and that she was met at the door by two ushers who took from her a dime before 
allowing her to go into the Hall. She advised there were six guards and ashers 
who kept order in the h all and at the meeting sold a constitution of the group 
for 250. | |advised that she bought a copy and furnished it to the 

writer. Phot os tat ic copies of the constitution have been prepared and are beirg 
forwarded to the Bureau as enclosures with this report. She 'substantiated the 
statements made by the other individuals as set forth above who attended this 
meeting. In addition she advised that BRANCH, who was introduced by Chairman 
JONES as being president of Local #6, spolce for approximately twenty minutes 
and that the substance of his speech was as follows: "Go back to Africa to 


be free, I want all my children to be free." Following the remarks made by 
Mr. BRANCH, Chairman JONES then introduced one| ELLIS as a representative 
and citizen of Liberia. ELLIS spoke for approximately forty minutes. The 
substance of his remarks are set forth as follows: "It has been reported to 
me that six colored men who stated that they were Africans have been arrested 
as would be saboteurs. Those men are not saboteurs but this is art indication 
that you must be very careful of your speech. You must be careful to whom you 

speak, where you speak and what you say because we might very easily get in 
trouble. " He further told the audience that Mrs . GORDON once told him 
America is not our country because we can't do here what we want to do. ’*fe 
are only guests in the country. He then went on to say, "You see what you are 
up against. You aren't free and you ‘won* t be free as long as you aro in 
America. There is no freedom for you here." Mr, ELLIS announced then that 
Madam GORDON was in Detroit and that she would be back for the next meeting. 
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Following the speech made by ELLIS, D.J. LOGAN took the stand and made a short 
speech about a draft evader who allegedly belongs to a Moorish group. Mr. 
LOGAN stated that this fellow had refused to report for induction because of 
his religion. Following this remark the audience applauded wildly which gave 
I I t'ne impression that he was indirectly telling the audience to 

avoid Array service. At the end of his speech a silent prayer was offered, 
everyone facing to the East. 


As will be noted in the reference report 


meetings ok subject organization during the last lour months. He advised that 


has been attending 


] attended live or six or these meetings with him, £ 


was interviewed at which time he advised that he 7/as unable to recall 
tnc specific dates of the meetings he attended or specific statements made 
at these meetings. He advised, however, that he was impressed by the fanaticisn 
expressed by Mrs. GORDON and the other speakers. He advised that he 7/as present 
at the meeting at which it vas announced by Mrs. GCRDON that the Japanese had 
landed in the Aleutian Islands and that she then went on to say, "I have just 
heard the Japanese have bombed Seattle." A t these rnrsdr s the audience 
responded in wild applause and according to [ broke down the house.* 

At other meetings he advises that speakers whose names he did not recall stated 
that there was nothing v/orth fighting for in America and that the negroes 
should not participate in the v/ar effort. He advises although he is unable 
to recall the s peakers he is p ositive that there were made in the presence 
of Mrs. GORDON. | | stated that at the meeting/wfich Mrs, GORDON 

announced that the Japanese had bombed Seattle there were two Japanese or 
Filipinos in the audience and that when she finished h er announcement they, 
immediately arose and left the meeting. | | stated that in his opinion 

subject organization has been thoroughly propagandized to a sympathy of the 
darker races and had been brought to the point that they have no desire to 
participate in apy defense work or the v/ar effort. He advised Mrs. GORDON is 
very careful in her remarks and that, ho i s more by what she doesn’t 

say then by what she does say. | ptated that much of what she says is 

in an indirect way calculated to ieave the impressio n what she desires without 


making the specific statement direct. 

though an uneducated person is possessed or leadership and has a 
of mob psychology. 


stated that Mrs. GORDON 

good control 


As indicated abovel kttended a meeting of subject organization 

on September 6 , 194 and 7v|iile at this meeting ushers passed through the 
audience selling green booklets marked with the title, "Constitution of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia." Mr. JONES, the chairman,' announced from the 
stand that the const itution was being sold and urged the audience to purchase 
them. I [bought one for 25£ and voluntarily gave this to the writer. 







A brief review of the Constitution cf the Peace Movement of Ethiopia reflects 
that there is a picture on the cover of the Sphinx and a statement, "One God - 
One Country - One People," under this statement is a crescent and a star. It 
is noted that this sane symbol appears on membership cards and literature of 
Moslem and Moorish groups. On page 2 of the Constitution there is a Prearable 
which is set forth as follows: 

"The Peace Movement of Ethiopia is a friendly, social, charitable, 
expansive society. And the members pledge their loyal support to sustain 
its righteous efforts. Our motto is, OWE GOD, ONE COUNTRY, ONE PEOPLE. 

Our aim is to return to our motherland, to our true name, to our own 
language and to our true religion. Therefore, let Africa be free for the 
Africans, those at home and those abroad. We believe in the National-Hood 
of all Races, and the right of all national movements. We believe in the 
five (5) principles, Truth, Love, Unity, Peace, and Justice to all men, and 
the emigrating of a slave people to their ovm support. Being wholly devoted 
unto my God, my race, and qy country, AFRICA:" 

On Page 3 of the Constitution under the heading "Confraternity Among AH 
Dark Races" the following are set forth as objectives: 

"The object of the Peace 'lavement of Ethiopia is to establish and 
proclaim confraternity, peace and unity among all people of African descent. 

To respect the legal rights of all races and governments. 

To retain our national rights as other races the world over. 

To work for the redemption of our native land Africa. 

To elect our own leaders. 

7/e do not oppose any form of true worship. 

We believe in an independent nation in Africa for Blacks. 

We believe in the slogan "AFRICA FOR THE AFRICANS" at home and abroad. 

We freely coincide with Nationalistic principles laid down by the Hon, 
Marcus Garvey. 

We do not oppose any Nationalist Movement that stands for the betterment 
of its people. 

We believe in the GOD of our fore-fathers, the history, language 
and Islam Religion. 

We also accept the name ETHIOPIANS. 

We believe in the independence cf all races and where there are tVO (2) 
races in a country, both seeking rulorship in said government, that the 
majority race should see that the minority race be dealt with fairly and 
with consideration." 

This booklet bears the notation that it was printed by the Johnson Press, 1941* 
The constitution set forth the organization of subject group and it is set 
forth as follovis: 


The group is headed by the Executive Staff of which the following are the 
‘executive officers: Mrs,- M.M.L.- G dRDON, Executive President 

Mrs. SELMA. IBRO'-VN, Second Assistant to the Executive Pres, 
Mr, EDMUND ThOLL IDA Y, Executive Secretary 
Mr* J.E. (JOHNSON, Executive Treasurer - ^ 

Mrs. C. J.lALLEN, National Organizer C^~y- ' 

Mr • D, J. LOGAN, Executive Chaplain 


Meeting with the above executive officers are the members of the Executive 
Council of whon the follo'.ring are set forth: 

Mrs. H.M.- JL. GORDON, 

Mrs. SELMA BROWN 
Mr. E./HCELLIDAX 
Mrs, C. J. ALLEN 
Mr. D, J. LOGAN 
Mr. Ji'JSS/GOODESTT 

Mr. jossra In mm 
ONETICA I JACKSON • 

Li HAGGNESS* . 

G.E. /JACKS ON -J 
'J.E. /HART 


The Executive Council and the Executive Staff comprise the headquarters group 
of subject organization, according to the Constitution the Peace Movement 
of Ethiopia was founded December 7, 193? at a meeting held at the home of 
Mr* and Mrs, GORDON, 3454 South State Street by the follovring persons: 

Mr. E. INICH3LS 
Mr. fSAILSBURY 
MiNDrslMcQUEEN 
Mr. WALTER (COLEMAN 
Mrs. SELMA iSROi'VN 
Mrs. CLARA /KRAMER — 

Mrs. C. Q, | HOWARD 
Dr. T. 0.1 HOLEY 
Mr. J. | SMITH ' 

* r 

It should bo n oted hero that according to inrornation received frorii Confidential 
Informant the Pacific Movement of the Eastern 7/or Id was founded on 
December 7, 1932, the sane date as that of subject organization. For the 
information o f the St. Louis Field Division, the report of Special Agent 
pade at New York, ioigust 12, 1942, in the case entitled 
'•Pacific Movement of the Eastern World, Inc., ct al, Internal Security - J, X 
Selective Ser vice. Espionage - j,”- on Page 7 in the signed statement 
obtained from / j active in the Pacific Movement of the Eastern 

World, the following is set forth: 
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"We next organized in the City of Chicago, whore we obtained a membership 
of approximately 20,000. Meetings were hold at the Odd Fellows Hall, 3333 
South State Street. The officers I remember there are one Mrs. GORDON and 
a man named ALONZO". It is knovm that Madam GORDON has been in St. Louis, . 
Missouri, and in the past was at Springfield, Illinois, during the race riots 
of 1921. One of her sons was killed in a race riot at Springfield. . 

At a meeting held on February 24 , 1933 j Mrs. M.M.L. GORDON, the founder of 
the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, was designated tn bn the Executive President 
permanently. ••• Confidential Source of Information! [advised that Mrs, GORDON 
said there were 50 chapers of subject group throughout the United States 
located in Mississippi, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, 

Missouri, Indiana, New York and Pennsylvania. Confidential Source of 
Inf oririation | f urther advised there were five locals in Chicago and that 
the f ollowingwore the officers of these locals: 

b 2 

be 

b7C 

b7D 





Confidential Source of Inf orraationl I further advised that Mrs. GORDON had 
stated her organization collected and required no dues and they accepted 
no contribution except for rent and incidental expenses. Informant further 
advised that subject organization had no bank account. Confidential Source 
of Information ^advised that each local wu3 responsible- for its own finances 
and that they -turned a share of the money so collected over to the headquarters 
group, headed by Mrs. GORDON. .This money was turned over without an accounting 
given it by Mrs.. GORDON. Confidential Source of Information I further 
advises that Madam GORDON was born August 2, 1839, Webster Parrish,. Louisiana. 


The fcllov/ing investigation was conducted by Special Agentj 

l ulled at the office on August 27, 1942, and advised that 
she had obtained the address of MADAM GORDON, which she said is at 44th and 
State Streets . Third Floor, west side of .-State Street, over the Recteation 
Pool Parlor. I I further advised that she had attanpted to attend 

a meeting held by MADAM GORDON at 3144 South State Street on August 26, 1942. 
She said that the announcement of this meeting had been made at a meeting 
held August 23, 1942, in which a request f or all the old members to attend 


"[proceeded to the 

^ ***^ 4- V.# i 4- nl 1 r 


the meeting of August 26, 1942 r .«vas made* 

meeting place at 6:30 P,M, and upon arriving there learned that all v/omen 
were being excluded from the meeting. She stated that she was forced to leave 
the meeting place, .but while there and before the meeting had started she 
recognized a nan whom she said belonged to a movement at Washington park. 

This man v/as known to | | She stated that this nan was 

one of the persons who had b een urrxin? nerr roes to rebellion, 
said that she had talked to a | ( residence and first 

to her, outside of the meeting place. The conversation only 
minutes, according to i nformant, but dur ing that conversatior[ 
said she was advised by| 


name unknown 

1 f) n fpw 


was urging the members of IteJhbUL 


GORDON 1 S movement t o be r eady for the day when they would hav e a chance to 


rise in rebellion, 
at a meeting held a 
meeting she.' stated. 


Jwas also recognized b ^ "l as being present 

bacon* s Casino on 47th Street a short time ago in which 


liLCbalapanese talks ivere made. After he conversation with 
jsaicl she left the meeting place because she felt 


unat it would be useless to stay any longer since she could not gain 
admittance. 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Court records made available to reporting agent by uoput^clork in the 
Clerk's Office of the Superior Court of Chicago, IlliWis, and "which bere 
the number 37S1961, captioned Ethiopian Peace MovenejrfSl disclosed the 
following information, ^ \ 

An accounting action was brought against Uijm MITT IE L. GORDON and the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement by several former members of the original movement 
concerning the money which had been collected by MSDAK GORDON for the purpose 
of sending delegates to Liberia and Ethiopia, 
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"Inasmuch as the investigation of this record was for the purpose of obtaining 
information concerning the account or source of funds of the Ethiopian Peace 
Movement, the names of the plaintiffs -were not obtained, except a3 set out 
herein belcrw as some of them testified. 

The records reflected that the books of the organisation were kepy by a 
V7.H.A ,|!!ERRrviE(iTHER, acting secrotary. The books of the organization were 
very complete and set out a long list of contributors, most of whom 
contributed very small amounts. 

These records covered a period from 1932 to 1937. It was noted from the 
records, which were very voluminous, that MRS. GORDON testified that she 
kept all of the money in cash until the early part of 1937 at -which time she 
purchased travellers checks from the American Express company. This was done 
because some complaint had been made to the States Attorney of Cook County-, 
Illinois, during the early part of 1937, and he had advised that the money 
should be either placed in the bank or some safe depository. It was revealed 
by the record that no other source of income existed other than the voluntary 
contributions made by the members of the organization. 

The organization consisted of four branches, according to the records, the first 
being located at MADAM GORDON'S address; the second at 1050 West 13th Street; 
the third at 1459 ’Test 14th Street; the fourth at 1824 V/est Taylor, all of 
Chicago, Illinois. The records further reflected that during the course of 
the trial, which lasted for some time, the Peace Movement expended all of the 
money in the treasury for the purpose of sending delegates to Liberia. 

In this connection it was noted that the President of Liberia load addressed a 
letter to MADAM GORDON, which was part of the transcript of evidence. Page 186, 
in which he advised that Liberia did not desire any men to be sent to the 
country but did desire that the women come. 

The records reveal that 7/ILLIAM C /SMITH, attorney for the plaintiffs in the 
action, set out in his brief that- a MRS. ELtlA /OBBINS had testified that tIRS . 
GORDON made statements to the effect that the* flag of the United States would 
never hang over, her head. It was noted that in the transcript of evidence, 

Pago 70, VELMA BOBBINS testified tliat she had heard MRS. GORDON say that the 
American flag would never hang over her head. The records also reflected tliat 
ETHEL* LADDER, in the transcript of evidence Page 27, testified that MRS. GORDON 
had said she would tear the American flag to shreds if it were ever hung in her 
meeting places. ETHEL WADDELL was one of the plaintiffs in this action; 

It was also reflected by the record that branches of the organization existed 
in Louisville, Kentucky, and St. Louis, Missouri. The Louisville Branch was 
under the leadership of MR, J, D,j ROBINSON, address not given. The St. Louis 
branch was under the leadership of E. J.iALLEN, address not given. i 


"A decision was reached in the case by the Special Master in Chancery, who 
heard the issues, which was to the effect that the plaintiffs' cause of action 
could not be sustained due to the fact that MRS. GORDON and her followers 
were the original owners of the society Ethiopian Peace Movement, It was 
further recommended by the Special Master that a small sum of money collected 
by the plaintiffs in the action be turned over to Madam GORDON on the theory 
that they had collected the money by using the name of the organization. 

There was no record in this case reflecting whether or not the recommendations 
of the Special Master had been carried out* The last order was a motion for 
a rule against the plaintiffs to show cause why they should not pay the cost 
of the action and turn over to JJadam GORDON the small sum of money adjudged 
to belong to her. 


The record also contained a list of thousands of names which were attached to 
a petition requesting Government aid in returning negroes to their native 
Africa. The petition was addressed to the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives i 


The record also contained numerous letters from various officials and State 
executives endorsing the movement of - the return of the negroes to their 
native Africa. In addition to the voluntary contributions made by the members 
of the organization, which were mostly in amounts of tert cents and fifty cents, 
some small income was derived from the sale of buttons. The nature of the 
buttons was not disclosed by the records. The income received by the 
organization 'was allocated in two parts . The first part was used for current 
expenses, and the second part was accumulated for the purpose of paying the 
two delgates expenses to Liberia. It was noted from the records that the 
income of the organizations was barely sufficient to meet the cost of renting 
a meeting place and paying the expenses such as heat and light for the various 
meetings. The delegate fund v/as accumulated over a period of some five years 
until the amount v/as over $1,000.00. This .v/as the amount expended for the 
delegates expenses while the trial was in progress. This expenditure v/as 
upheld by the Special lias ter in Chancery, 


The record of the organizations income as disclosed by this Court record only 
covered the period from its organization up until 1937* There v/as no mention 
of any bank account nor any depository other than the purchase of the American 
Express Company's travellers checks. A long list of the checks purchased is 
set out in the record and the numbers of each check copied into the record. 

No notations of these numbers were made because of the fact that the checks 
were in very small amounts and occupied a considerable part of the record. 11 


Special Agent (conducted the following investigation. The 

JONES and ft/.TTNER REALTY COMPANY, 34 East 47th Street, advised 

that the Boulevard Hall located at 336 East 47th Street and used by subject 
organization as a meeting place on Sunday evenings v/as owned by them. He 
advised this building has been subleased for the past six months to one 
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| who maintains off, 

in the same build inn: . The realty canpany adviced that whatever rentals [ 
obtained for the rental of this building would not be ref lected in 

their records. Therefore, a lead is being set forth to contact 

to ascertain the persons responsible for the rental of the hall and the 
manner in which the payments are being made. 


Company, 839 East 31st street, advised Special Agent | | that • 

property at 4451 S. State Street is leased by y/TT.T.TAM GORDON on the yearl; 
basis, the lease expiring on August 1, 1943* ptated the mon 

rent payments amounting to $25 a month is paid promptl y with a $32.50 old 
age pension check received from the State of Illinois. I l ativ 

that on occasions Mrs. GORDON pays -the rent. He further stated that she 
appeared to him to be a vicious type of individual and that he iras aware 
of the fact that Mr. and Mrs. GORDON are affiliated with a Back to Africa 
movement with a meeting place at 3144 South State Street. | 
furthe r advised that he rents the hall at 3144 3. State Street but that j 

hcbinllv r ented this hall upon the recomsndalion of Mrs GORDON torhl 
| stated that ! 

~ 1 that, he resides at I 

and that ] Ip aid cash for tne Hail at 3144 South htate Street to the 

amount of $25 per month. 


A mail cover was placed on MADAM GCRDOI! and NTLLIAIi GORDON on August 10, 1942, 
the results of which are set forth herewith: 


Letter or 

postcard Recipient 


Sender & 
Postmark 


Postmark 


Poplarville , Mis s 
August 11, 1'942 


M.M.L. GORDON 


Letter 


Crigler, Ark. 
August 11, 1942 


Letter Madam M.M.L. Gordon 4451 S.State St 


Center, Kiss# 

August 13 , 194: 


Minneapolis, Minn 
August 18, 1942 


Mrs. M.L. Gordon 4451 State St 




Letter or 

postcard Recipient 


Postmark 


Sender & 
Address 


Letter 

Letter 

Letter 

Letter 

Letter 

Letter 

Letter 


Mdress. 


Mrs, M.M.L. Gordon 


Mrs. M.M.L. G'ordon 



4451 S. State St. 
4451 S. State St. 

4451 3. State St, 


Mrs. Maude M. Gordon 4451 5. State St, 


l&ie. M.M.L. Gordon 4451 3. State 3t. 


Mrs. M.M.L. Gordon 4451 S. State 3t.- 


Mr. Gordon 4451 S. State 3t. 



The facts in instant case are being presented to Assistant United States 
Attorney WILLIAM CONNOR in accordance with instructions received for his 
opinion as to the prosecution of the leaders of instant group, Mr. Connor 
stated he is taking the matter under advisement and has. requested an opinion 
from the Department as to prosecutive possibilities, and authority to proceed. 


ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU; 

Two photostatic copies of the Constitution of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. 


PENDING 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


TO ALL OFFICES 


All offices receiving copies of this report will nake a check 
of the indices and report all information available pertaining to the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement, also known as the Peace Movement' of Ettyippia, 
and subjects M.M.L. GORDON, WILLIAM GORDON, J.3. LOGAN, alias D.D.Logan, 
alias David Logan, It should be noted that MADAM GORDON has stated that 
thero are presently active chapters in the various field divisions receiving 
copies of this report. 


THE JACKSON FIELD DIVISION 


At Center, Mississippi, will ascertain the identity, activ ities 
and associates of the holder of | | it being 

ascertained that this individual wrote to subject MADAM GORDON on August 13, 
1942, 


At Lono, Mississippi, will conduct a similar investigation 'of 
I, it being noted that this individual ’./rote to Madam GORDON 


/•nesboro, Mississippi, will conduct a similar investigation 
./ho wrote to the subject on August 22, 1942, It should be 
30RD0N has indicated that there were chapters' of her 
iny southern states including Mississippi, 


THE INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION 


THE SPRINGFIELD FIELD DIVISION 


will conduct such investi gation as .is necessar y 
.ivities and associates, of 

Thi3 ind ividua 1 vTroTTe T. 0 "i/loam uora on 


At Cairo, Illinois 
to ascertain the identity and a. 


THE GRAND RAPP IS, FIELD DIVISION 


At Benton Harbor, will conduct such investigation as is necesssj 

livitiies air 1 ■anepciates of the box holder of| 

it being not ed that a letter wa: 
a return address, in care of T 


ordon wl 


postmarked August 25, 1942 
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THE NEW CJRLEA MS FIELD DIVISION 


will conduct such investi gation 
■ ivit.iftB and asanfiiat.ft.'i ofT 

A letter was sent o- 


o La dam Gordon on Augus 


**t '.i'ebster Parrish, will onueavor to verify the birth record of 
subject MADAIT GORDON •/’ho was born in Webster Parrish, Louisiana, on August 
2, 1889 and will furnish such background information concerning her as is 
available. 


THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION 


At Chicago, will maintain contact with confidential informant to 

develop further information concerning the activities of subject organization 


I meeting of the Ethiopian Peace iloveraont o; 
ms activitos and associates , it being noted tliat 
were circulating money freely among the negroes to 


claimed Japanese 

ir sympathy. 


Will conrinc 
and associates of 
owner of the automobile 


"Will conduct similar investigation to determine the activities of 
J.B, LOGAN for the purpose of obtaining his home address and activities, it being 
noted that this individual is an officer of subject organization. 


who ma intains offices at | 

Boulevard Hall which is the 

iopia, 

Till obtain from [the name of the person who rents the hall 


ie Peace Movement o 


and the method of payment for its use 


PENDING 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, *300. 


OFFICIAL. BUSINESS 






enc: 


; 

XOpjRES 


TO BUREAU 


2 Pholostatic Copies ^of 

i 

Constitution of the Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia 







*• n . 
'x„ 





Chgo File #100-8932 




; SEDITION. SIGNED STATEMENT FROM WILLIAM GORDON IMPLICATES HIMSELF AND 



MITTIE GORDON. MITTIE GORDON HAS MADE DAMAGING ORAL STATEMENTS TO AGENTS 
BUT REFUSED TO SIGN STATEMENT.# JONES AND LOGAN DENY ANY PART IN 
CONSPIRACY. AUTHORITY REQUESTED TO ISSUE PRESS RELEASE TOMORROW MORNING. 
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FBI CHICAGO 
DIRECTOR 

TONE.^PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIPIA, AKA ETHIOPIAN PEApA MOVEMENT, MITTj/e 
MAUD LENALgORDON, WA ETAL - INTERNAL SECURITY J. ,/^EDKTION* SUBJEgfr$ 
MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, WILLIAM-CORDON, DAVID JM.OGAN, AND SEAN^JONES 
ARRAIGNED BEFORE U. S. COMMISSIONER TODAY. ALL SUBJECTS PLEADED NOT f 

LTY. BOND OF TEN THOU SAND DOLLARS SET FOR MITTIE GORDON, FIVE 

usand for emmm mn other three subjects, hearing set for October j 

EN. 
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FBI CHICAGO SEPTEMBER 22, 1942 


37 837 PM CVT GCW 


DIRECTOR / 

PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIPl/, AKA WHI MBL ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT, 
MADAME MITTIE MAUD LENA^ORDON, WA ETAL - INTERNAL?; SECURITY J. - SEDITIOJ . 
9MMBE STATEMENT TAKEN FROM MADAME GORDON WHICH SHE HAS REFUSED TO 
SIGN, BUT ACKNOWLEDGES AS TRUE, WHICH ADMITS THAT SINCE DECEMBER, NINE- 
TEEN FORTYONE, SHE HAS TOLD MEMERS THEY ARE NOT U. S. CITIZENS BUT ARE 
LIBERIAN CITIZENS AND OWE ALLEGIANCE ONLY TO THE FLAG OF LIBERIA, THAT 
PRESIDENT BARCLEY OF LIBERIA IS THEIR PRESIDENT AND NOT PRESIDENT ROO- 
SEVELT. ADMITS MAKING ANNOUNCEMENT OF JAPANESE VICTORIES WHICH WAS MET 
WITH APPLAUSE FROM THE AUDIENCE. ADMITS ANNOUNCING ALLEGED ACTS 0^ 
BRUTALITY AGAINST NEGRy SOLDERS IN ARMY CAMPS. RELEASED FROM (iKrTODY 
U. S. MARSHAL AFTER EASTING TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND. WILLIAfWlORDON, 
SEON^JONES, DAVID J«£kOGAN STILL IN CUSTODY OF MARSHAL. T 





Mr. Touon 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



JC:’:klfc 


t * 
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Mr. Gtftvm 


Sedrral Surran of Inuraf igalion 
Untfpb Sintra Department of ilustirr 



filashinciton, S. <£. 

Mr. C«M son 


September 23, 19^2 


Mi. Coffey 
Mr. Mention 
Mr. Ko l Ionian 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

EE: COLORED AMERICAN NATIONAL ORGANIZATION, 
a.k.a. WASHINGTON PARK FORUM j ALLAH 
TEITLE OF ISLAM, a.k.a. THE MOSIEM; 
PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETiilOPIA, a.k.a. 
ETHIOPIAN PEACE M0VE2IENT; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J; SEDITION. 


Mr. Qulm Tunm 
Mr. Harbo 
Tele. Boon 
Mi . He »• « 

Mi** Oaahm 
Mitt Cmd) 


6 
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In addition to the information contained in my memorandum to you dated 
September 22, 19ij2, in the above captioned matter, the follcmring is submitted: 

Allah Temple of Islam, also known as The Moslem; 

j - was taken into custody on September 22, 19li2, by 

j Bureau Agents at Chicago, Illinois. 

Thirty- two remaining me mbers of the Moslem group who were taken into . 
custody Sen tember 2~0~~an d 2l7 ~~1 9^2, were arraigned and pleaded guilty. A bond of 
U5,0CK) was set for each member. 

Peace Movement of Ethiopia, also known as Ethiopian Peace Movement: 

Subject Mittie Maud Lena Gordon gave a statement to Bureau Agents 

which s he ha s refu sed to sign but acknowledges as tr ue. TW 3 StSfement contains 
information to the effect that s ince December, 19l<lj she has told members of t his 
organization they are no t United States citizens but are Liberian ci tizens an d 
owe allegiance onJy^to the flag o f Liberia, and that President Bare ley of Liberia 
is their President and not President Roosevelt! " * 


Subject Gordon acknits making announcement of Japanese victories before 
numbers of this group and that such announcements were met with a great deal of 
applause from the audience. She also admit?: ar.nrnn ;j ng alleged acts of brutality 

against negro soldiers in Army camps. ■«■■* 

' i 

Subject Mittie Gordon was released Cvom cusltody of ’the U n it ed Stabw-i 
Marshal after posting a $10,000 bond. William Gordon/ her tofoband, £eor. Jones,! 
and David Logan are still in custody of the United Statens \y2 

I shall advise you of any future developments in this case. 


Respectfully, 




D. M. Ladd 







'1ES DflSTfjlOYffP, 


FORWARDED: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

this case originated at CKEGIGO, ILLINOIS 

• J . 

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD I 

WHICH t 

NEW YCRgfr NEW YORK 9/25/1*2 9/2 3 

m.CE MOVE MENT aka Ethjjffjan 

MADAM MITTIE MAUD IENaQkKDOH, W2L} 0*fc dJLj 


MI file no* 100-351*12 ASR 


DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY 

9/25/1*2 

9/23$2 




CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - J b7c 
SEDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE: 


WALTER WINCHELL on Mis radio broadcasts daring the months 
of Kjjpand June, 19^2 did not make the statement "Seattle 
has just been be^jed." However, in substance, he did 
State that GHAJjggC had taken sides with Japan in his action 
of passive resistance. Statements as made by iCNCHELL set 
forth. 

-see- 

Teletype from Chicago -to New York dated September 22, 19l*2« 


LET AILS: 


IS: la reference telegmroe Chicago advised that subject GORDON 

wa3 alleged to haw said on June 21, 19k? "I bave just heard 
on my radio that mahatma GHANDI, an ardent pacifist, has joined Japan and is 
splitting through India" and that "Seattle has just been bombed." The 
subject in a voluntary statement advised that she heard this broadcast by 
HALIER WINCHELL on one of h£j| regular Sunday evening broadcasts during May 
or toe, 19 b 2 . '■* 

Through inrestieatiwtt it wag ascertained | that f 

|the Juergens Lotion 

and Jiiergeng Journal Program and hailed the program made by WALTER WINCHELL. ; 
Copies of the brevdeasts by WALTER ^TNCHELL were obtained and reviewed by the 
writer for the months of May end June of 19l*2. Tfi<Sr» Wife no statement made 
by WINCHELL that "Seattle has just been bombed." HoWeVer, the foreign quota- 
tion is taken from WINCHELL’ S speech Of June 21, 1^2 ,‘C.on which subject GORDON 
probably based her statement: : ,,"Seattlfe^ lfeshingiofc: The Pacific coast from 
Alaska to California is dimmed’ -jpit tonight. This ^^ton followed an attack 
on Van«fet(ver Island, British Cc^j^ibia, by an’ enemy submarine . A number of" 


a mah 








ar 100*3302 



■ -S r:' s 

shells wipe fired at Retenen Point* Ho damage or casualties," The 
following -quotation is also taken frop HNCHELL*S broadcast of June 21 , 
which in substance is to the affect tfcat lUHATKt GHAHEtt has joined with 
Japan* "Washington! For practical pwgposas — OH AUDI has thrown hie 
weight against the United Nations — Pfesive resistance in blunt Military 
terms p eon s tfeat Japan is free to «arch seres s India - to join Hitler 
in the AfahUn Ocean ■— there. ie no 1 doubt afcong the Allies —- that the 
United f |p|ions will resist thie line of Japanese Kerch — with India — 
without India or against India** „■ 

The afcee* Mentioned trarmaHyt.* of UIMCHELI^S broadcasts art 

being returned to) [ gad inasaneh as no leads are outetandU 

in this division* this ease is being r<&0rred upon eonplation to the office 
of origin* 




UPON COUPE^EtON TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 




i 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

AT CHICAGO FILE NO. 100-2475 


Form No. l 

This case originated at CHICAGO 


KO-ORT MADE »Y 


CHARACTER OF CA*E 






INTERNAL SECURITY - J - - 
SEDITION ••• t 


NOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Indices of the El Paso Office reflect no record subject 
organization nor of Subjects MITTIB MAUD LENA GORDON, 
WILLIAM GORDON and DAVID LOGAN or biases these individuals. 




-RUC- 

Report of Special. Agent iated at Chicago, 

Illinois, September 16, 1942. 

The indices of the El Paso Field Division were examined with 
negative results as to a record of the Peace Movement to 
Ethiopia or the Ethiopian Peace Movement. The indices of 
this office likewise felled to reflect any record of 
Subjects MITTIE MAGg^LBNA GORDON, WILLIAM GORDON and DAVID 
LOGAN by their trud^hames or known aliases. 


REFERRED UPON COMPIETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


ALL irFHRMATION CONTAINED 

®F^'iskOLA^.F!ED 

! AVL 

-7-o-Vr. 


DO HOT WHITE IN THESE SPACES 


U t GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE -O - 
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^Federal SSureau of tnueatigntian 

United States department of Justice 
707 0. S. COURT HOUSE 
KANSAS CITI, MISSOURI 
September 30, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


JJ-* ^ ^ OaA/&, 

tv tbjustf Uy V 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, also 
known as ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT; 

MTTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, with alias; 
WILLIAM GORDON; DAVID LOGAN, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent | | 

at Chicago dated September 16, 1942 in the above capt ioned matter, 
office of origin Chicago, and to the report of Special Agent ! 
at New York dated August 12, 1942, office of origin St. Louis. 


3h the above referenced report of Special Agent 
was set out to this office to check our indices and repor 


lead 

ormation 


available pertaining to the Ethiopian Peace Movement, also known as the 


liop^dn 

Peace Movement of Ethiopia, and Subjects M. M. L. GORDON, WILLIAM GORDON, 

J. B. LOGAN, with aliases D. B. LOGAN and DAVID LOGAN. It is f ound upon 
review of the above r eferenced report of Special Agent I Ithat in a 

statement made fay ops ! 

I | Pacific Moveme nt of the Eastern World. Inc., he stated 

(page seven of the report) thatP 

of which was Mrs. GORDON and that the name of the organization was at a 
later date changed to Ethiopian Pacific Movement (page nine of the report). 
This indicates that the Ethiopian Peace Movement and the Pacific Movement 
of the Eastern World, Inc. may be the sa m« organi zation. Copies of the 
above referenced report of Special Agent) were furnished the Chicago 
Field Division. ^ r ^ / o „ 


is tern 


he stat 


Lon was at 


or - 


The st» Louis Field Division is presently engaged in conducting 
an extensive investigation of the Pacific Movement of the Eastern World, 
Inc. which was incorporated in the State of Kansas. Indices of this 
office reveal no file on the Peace Movement to Ethiopia or the Ethiopian 
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Director (2) 


September 30, 1942 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, also 
known as ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT; 

MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, with alias; 
WILLIAM GORDON; DAVID LOGAN, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


Peace Movement. However, the background of the Pacific Mov ement of the 

Eastern World, Inc. is contained in report of Special Agent 

of this office dated July 22, 1942, office of origin St. Louis. In the 
investigation of this organization conducted by this office no information 
was obtained from persons interviewed with respect to the Ethiopian Peace 
Movement or Peace Movement to Ethiopia. 

This case is considered referred upon completion to the office 
of origin with a copy of this letter. 

lours truly. 


DWIGHT BRANTIEI (J 
Special Agent in Charge 


cc - Chicago 




iflehcral bureau of Inuratigation 

Uttttrb States department of justice 

Chicago, Illinois 
October 8, 1942 


Re: PEACE MOVEMENTS ETHIOPIA, 
MADAM M. M. L . ^GORDON , Et A1 
SEDITION 


There are enclosed herewith for examination by the Technical Laboratory, two 
sheets of .paper bearing pencil handwriting and an envelope addressed to 
"WILLIAM J.NjONNOR, Assistant United States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois, con- 
stituting a letter received by Mr. CONNOR on September 23, 1942, from an 
anonymous source. 


It is noted that instant letter was mailed at the Stock Yards Station on 
the South Side of Chicago, Illinois, on September 22, 1942, at 8 P.M. , two 
days after the arrest of the subjects ,a$ this case for sedition, and on the 
same day that subject MITT IE 2/iAUD LENAt- GORDON was released under ^10,000 bond. ^ 

It is further noted that instant letter states, "It is one thing sure trueful 
facts that no Nordic heathen gentiles is no blacks friend so what else could v 

be but enemies, ^es the Japanese is a friend and relatives brethems to all p- 

fair minded normal racial sensitive peoples as you will not get ary whare , 
preying on innocent peoples the more you prey upon blacks the quicker God -f. 

and the Japanese will be here... Yes, you might as well go ahead and stir up 
the rising tide of blood in blacks throughout the earth. The sooner the better ^ 
give us liberty or death. You would do better to be getting ready to help stop 
try to stop pray to stop the formidable power of the Japs on Axis than to be loosing 
time belitting disgracing ridiculous outrageous shame to smash peace movement". 

It is further noted that instant letter contains what appears to be bodily 
injury threats to Mg, CONNOR, and United States Commissioner WALKER 


‘Inasmuch as reference is made in instant letter to "The Peace Movement", it 
is believed that this letter was written by either MADAM GORDON, the President" 

of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, or one of her followers; also it is noted 
that Madam GORDON was released on bail several h°nrs previous to the mailing 
of instant letter from the Stock Yards Station which is within sixteen blocks 
of her home. / Vl(k , f , JJ' » Z — 
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Director 10/8/42 

Bureau Agents were present at the time instant letter was received by 
ME. CONNOR, inasmuch as the inscriptions on the envelope indicated that 
it might be an anoryraous letter, great care was taken in opening and reading 
same. For the further information of the Laboratory, there are no fingerprints 
of either NR. OCTTNOR or Bureau Agents on the contents of this letter, and it 
is requested that an effort be made to develop latent fingerprints and 
photograph same$ and that ary prints so developed be compared with the finger- 
print 3 of tie subject; of instant case which have already been submitted tc 
the Bureau under separate cover, in an effort to ascertain the author of 
this anorymous communication. 


It is further requested that instant examination be expedited and the results 
of same be forwarded to the Chicago Field Office AHSD inasmuch as tills case / 
is presently being presented to the Federal Grand Jury at Chicago and an / 
indictment is contemplated in the near future. 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 


Recorded 10-13-42 


L-40 

r * 

#33150 

lsOD-P.M. dfn 


Re: P#w# MtTiwnt «f Ethiopia, 

> *■*•» M. M. U (tardea, % AX 
3editioa 


Examination requested by: Chicago 

Date of reference communication: lot 1D*8«42 

Examination requested: D*0 • tpt 

Result of Examination; 


File #100-1244X0-17 
Lab. #91657 

100-124410-17 


Date received :X0-12«42 map 


Examination by 

b6 

b7C 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Si P** St^k Ihrda Sta., 9-22-42, 6 PM adr to William J. Conner, 

III *** S! i* po«eil on lima* papa r bg «** Netloe by a open..." 

2nA sheet o«P lot written in panel! on lined paper bg "PS yea yon night..." 


ayis y . ,'7, £ ^ /0 '^ 


/? 

r 
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A, iU 
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; : V v ; .."i? »T a I M»:r\ 

1 ■ • •’ • • * r */ » ’ , • \ : t v ? . . 
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L-42 



liikils. 


Laboratory Report 


October 19, 1942 
File # 


Re; 


Peace Movement of Etl 




Lab . if 


Uaduc If. H. L. Gordon, $$' id 
Sedition 


Examination requested by: 


100-124410-17 ; 
91657 


f ; '1 


;f~ 'V * " •}/'»( n ' 

;yw !. 

... vc. 


DAT£_M±?4 .. CV sr«-6s.*/ri 


Reference : i . ... letter IQ/B/& 

Examination requested: v ' Document - Fingerprint 


Specimens: 

100-124410-17 


<JU 

Q2. 

03. 


Envelope poptttarked Chicago, Illinois, Stock Yard* 
Sta. 9-2Sw^, 8 PM addressed to William J. Connor. 
First ohetjf accompanying letter written in pencil 
on lined paper beginning "A Notice by a open....". 
Sectond sheet accompanying letter written in pencil 
on lined paper beginning "PS yes you might....". 


•i ^viMUNlCA tiONS SECTION 
l. E D ^ 

iilUSSTl; 

:rVm«r i dan ti float 

i.PaiJKn.; bolh{J ll iiftid4d 

-'2 — Chicago 


Result of Examination: 

Specimen gl is a white, bond envelop* bearing no watermark which 
Is 6.52 inches in length inches in width, by 0.0054 inches in thick- 

ness, has a weight of approximately 3.476 grams and an opacity value of 0.95* 

Specimen 42 is a sheet of ruled notebook paper which is approxi- 
mately 10.46 to 10.47 inches in length, fay 8.02 inches in width, by 0.0032 
inches In thlokneaaA fcas a weight of approximately 3.399 grama and an 
opseity value of 0.869*., This spe|p»n, which bearB no watermark, has two 
holes punched along one edgt approximately 5,-76 Inches apart in order that 
the sheets may be Inserted in a loose-leaf notebook. The first ruled line ie 
approximately 1*33 inches frqsbtbe top of the sheet and the lines averags 
approximately 0.349 inohes The reft line running from top to bottom 

itely 1.24 Inches Om * the left edge of the specimen. 


#n <43 is a portion of a shast of paper' similar to Specimen Q2 

• v • . *" . ■ . / J 

1 cl mans <41 thro ugh <43 wars searched through the Anonymous letted 
irffing to National Security without ggfecting an 
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Laboratory R«P ort 91657 
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FILE NO. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


CHICAGO 


DATE WHEN MADE 


CHICAGO, ILLINO IS 9/30/42 i 

rm.E IICHAftGED" 

-THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, also known 
Ethiopian Peace Movement; MITTlE MAUD LENAtSORDON, 1 
alias l^adanl -Gordon ; Tt/TLLIAM GREEN T^ORDON, 'DAVID 
~2ME5 JDGAfJj^yc.th alia'ses j. B.-'iogArf," D. Ji'logan; 
SEOH EMANUEMJONES 

I SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE ( 

iik’Mx 


1 

j REPORT MADE BY 



RWAsDKK 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - 

T b6 

J b7C 

SEDITION 

] 


Facts discussed with Assitant United States 
Attorney WTLLIAK J. CONNOR. Complaint author- 
ized against Subjects MADAk GORDON, WILLIAM 
GREEN GORDON, SEON^ONES and DAVIlpLOGAN, 
charging them with violation of Sections 33 
and 34, Title 50, United States Code. Warrants 
issued and Subjects apprehended by Bureau 
Agents 9/20/42 and brought to Chicago Field 
Office for questioning. Subject WILLIAM GORDON 
signed statement admitting he told audience 
of Subject organization that the Japanese were 
the brothers of the colored race and that he 
had financed a marriage of a Japanese to a 
colored woman. GORDON admits hearing Subject 
MABAm GORDON make such statements at meetings 
of Subject organization as "When Pearl Harbor 
was bombed, that was revenge on my enemies 
for the unjust way in which I was treated. ”, 
and "It is impossible for America and Britain 
to win the war, they have killed 100,000,000 
Africans, so God won't let them win." Statement 
taken from SEON JONES, president of main local j 
denies having heard or made any remarks against 
the United States and states the sole purpose 
of the movement is the return of negroes to 
their nativg land of Africa. Signed statement 
of DAVID jJ-?L0UAN obtained, in which he denies 

having made any remarks attributed to him, 

but admits he has no concern about the present 


Special A*ent 


DO UQt 1 WRITE IN THESE SPACES 






war and states that the negroes could not 
be worse off under Japanefl# domination than 
they are at present. In statement of 1ADAM 
GORDON, which she refused to sign, but acknow- 
ledged it is the truWi, she admitted that she 
has told members of heir, 'organization they are 
Liberian citizens and ar* jjpt American citizens 
and that they owe no allegjjrice to the American 
flag. She also admitted reading bulletins to 
her group of Japanese victories and that applause 
follows these announcements. Admits hearing 
an announcement that the Japanese had landed 
in the Aleutians and that "Seattle has been 
bombed". All Subjects were fingerprinted, 
photographed and releaafcg to custody of 
U. S. Marshal. On 9/21/42 they were arraigned 
before U. S. Commissioner 2. K. WALKER and 
pleaded not guilty. Bond set at $10,000 for 
MADAM GORDON, which she has furnished. ^5,000 
bond set for other three Subjects, which has b6 

not been made. Commissioners hearing set b7c 

for October 7, 1942. facts presently being 
presented to Federal Grafcd Jury, 


- P - 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 

at Chicago, Illinois; report of Special Agtent 1 
8/10/42 at Chicago, Illinois. 


I riatei 


1 9/16/42 
dated 


DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

The title of this case is being marked changed to set forth the full name of 
the Subject WILLIAM GORDON as being WIUJAM GREEN GORDON and the full name of 
Subjects DAVID JAMES LOGAN and SEON EMANUEL JONES, as obtained during the 
interrogation of Subjects at the Chicago Field Office, 

On September 18, 1942 tne facts in instant case were discussed with Assistant 
United States Attorney WILLIAM J. CONNOR and JOHN J. KELLY. Lr. CONNOR and 
Mr. KELLY advised that won 1 ri Mp against the Subjects 

in instant case. Special Agent piled complaints against 

the Subjects charging them with violations of Section 33 and 34, Title 50, 
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United States Code on September 19 > 1942. Before United StatesjDbmmissioner 
EDWIN K. WALKER, warrants were issued for the arrest of Subjects on September 
20, 1942 and Bureau Agents accompanied by officers of the Chicago Police De- 
partment effected the apprehension of the four Subjects at their respective 
homes. Searches were conducted by Bureau Agents at the homes of each of the 
individuals and numerous records were brought to the Chicago Field Office. An 
examination of these records has yet not been made and a lead is being set forth 
to report the results thereof. 


/ 
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The follovlntr .Investigation was conducted by Special Agent? 

on Stincx.y, September 20, 1942. 


Subject 


f'CLLII 


md 




uer 


GRESI '! GORDON was apprehended by Agents 

a Commissioner's warrant, and after being fingerprinted 

and photographed at the Chicago Field Office the following signed state- 
ment was taken from him: 


"CKIGAQO, ILLINOIS 
September 20, 1942 

1 p^LhlLLlAL GREEN CORDON, make the following voluntary statement to 

I p mowing them to be Special 

agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and knowing that anything 
I say may be used against me in %; court of lav;. No promises or -threats 
have been made to me in order 'Obtain this statement. 

'Ji 

”1 was bom in Thomasvilha^ -Georgia > August 2* 1&73. I was separated * 
from my first wife, EDK/(^‘amd l went to live with a woman named EMLI£'*TABL£ . 
£Iv3 1A TABLE and I had four illegitimate children. To the best of w 
knowledge all these children are still living, tv/o of them iri^glorida. 

-^nd„two of th m in_GhiP^<yg , Ilv illegitimate daughter, na med| 

1 InTWl ' 

was married to my present wife, l.'ITTIE LAUD LENA GORDON, at Crown 
Point, Indiana, by a magistrate. I have no children by my present wife. 

I was never divorced from my first wife, we just separated* 

n I have been told by my wlfh, kTTTIB MUJ/LSJA GCKDGR, that she 
married once before to a man named BOB^IIGLT and has t^n hy 

that marriage, one of whom, a daughter,' is living in | 

| I r y wife* s other child, a son, died in Chicago 
before vre were married as a result of injuries received ir; the East 
St. Louis race riots. Since my marriage in 1920 I have worked at 
the Buck and Rainer Drug Store on Adams and State Streets, as a porter ; 
at the Chicago Stock lards’ as a common laborer; at the Pullman Standard 
Car Company as a common laborer, and at the Chicago ana 1/Test era Indiana 
Railroad, first as a common laborer, then as a fire builder, and finally 
as a table operator from about 1921 or 1922 until December of 1927. 


“I quit work with the Chicago and Western Indiana Railroaa, going to work 
for myself in a delicatessen store at 4603 State Street, which my wife 
:tx I operated since the fall of 1926. We operated tills delicateas^ 
store at various addresses, including 4727 South State Street, until * 
1931 and then we went out of business for four or five months and finally 
operated a new store in November of 1931 and it -.fin: Incc bou 47 IX 

habash Avenue in the basement, in the fall of Iff' r a r.-cvec the store 








to 4451 so jtaie Street and kept, the store open at that address until 
Y/e went out ir business in 1934. tn 1934 I was on charity lor about; 
a y^ai <*:.,£ tl Trent or to the Wk as a laborer until 1938. Since 
1938 1 have been on Old Age Assistance. I also supported my wife 
'i/hilr: I m s working. After 1938 she received relief monthly and she 
is st j 11 receiving her relief chock each month. 

11 la 1913 both Madam GCKDON and .uyself joined thr^Universal/ffegro Improve- 
ment Association, whibh was a movement started by ?.-!ARCU^ffilRVIIY to 
return the blacK race to Africa. In 1927 GARVEY was deported to 
Jamaica and in I929 he called a meeting of all the chapters of the- \ 
Universal Negro Improvement Association in Kingston, Jamaica for ah 
international convention. L!v wife, Kadaa CORDON, went to this conven- 
tion in Jamaica and stayed there about two months. I have hex? #500.00 
with which to make this trip. 

"After Lad am Cr0RD01\ T, s return from Jamaica she decided to start an 
organization of her own because she believed that the Universal Negro 
Improvement Assocati bn collected too much money in taxes from the 
members. The Peace Movement of Ethiopia was organized in 1932 in 
November or December in the back of the delicatessen store at 4451 -Saiith 
State Street. Meetings of the organization we re held at 209 East 35th 
Street and then a few meetings at the Odd Fellows Hall at 3337 South 
State Street. Since 1933 meetings of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
have been held at the Grand boulevard Kail every Sunday night. The 
organization is supported entirely by voluntary contributions taken at 
the coor of the meeting each oundaynight. Some income is also obtained 
from the sale of copies of the constitution. The members are not 
required to make any contributions but many of them contribute from 
ten cents to one dollar. <:<• 


"Madan GORDON is the Present General of the organization and we have 
branches all over the United States, except in about two states "hr, ore v/e 
are not represented. 

"Our movement stands lor the separation of races and for the return of 

the black race to Africa. We want the white people to stay hiite and 

the black people to 3tay black and to live apart in separaifc parts of 

the world. I am not an officer in the organization but I have the 

honory title of ’Father GORDO!! 1 because of my age and because 1 am the 
husband of Madam GORDON , whom they sometimes call 1 Mother GORDON. 1 I 
always sit on the stage v/ith Madam GORDON, the President of Local .0. I 
ant- tii:-; other locals and ary guests that v/e may have for the evening. 
Speeches at the meetings are gene ralv made by the president of I.ocaj. .0 1, 
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1'. .aCicuLI C Ms&i, uyseli , and any guests that are called upon. All of 
our Sunday meetings are held at the Boulevard Hall, 366 East 47th 
Street, Chicago, Illinois.' ; Our membership is made up of members of 
other colored organization^ on the south side of Chicago, including 
many peoplj from the Universal Negro Improvement Association and 
occasionally j have seen members of the Moslem groups in our meetings. 

1 knew they were members because I recognized the Fez that they ./ear . 

I have alsp had several of the people in the Moslems costume suop me 
on th.£_ SLrtist. and tell me that they enjoyed our meet ing/ I am acquainted 
with I 

?o rum, DUu it is not a part of orr organization. 


thjp)^ shington Pari: 


11 1 have seen and heard tnem speak at their meetings in .•Washington .-ark 
and I iiu not thin*. thao the speeches the^ were making were in agreement 
with the ideas of the Ethiopia Peace Movement. They talked about 
HITLEH beingright and having T.he rignt idea about ruling the world 
hut I did not agree with them. 


"I nave not attended any church since I joined the Universal Negro 
Improvement Association in 19Z$t The church always taught me that I 
would get something after I di$d ana I felt that I wanted something 
on this earth and that the Universal Negro Improvement Assoication could 
help me get it. The fact is now that we are nothing but slaves, we are 
not represented anywhere. At our meetings of the Peace I ovement of 
Ethiopia we talk about worshiping Allah, who is our C-od. We also believe 
that KOKAlirED is the prophet of Allah, just like Jesus Christ was tne 
prophet of God. We believe that the Western Indians are like the American 
negro of African descent, and therefore, entitled to a place in Africa. 

The East Indians in India are also black men but they already have 
their own country and they are, to a certain extent, separated from 
the white race of the British. 

11 The motto of our organization is, we must separate the black race from 
the white race. The white boys are on the south side destroying our 
girls and even some white girls come down on the south siue to associate 
with black boys, he are against this because we want the black race 
to ke^p pure. V/e prefer that the light colored women of our race should 
marry the blackest man she can fine and the light colored man should 
marry the blackest woman so that the children will all be black# 


11 At our meetings in the Boulevarc* hall on Sunday evenings the President 
of Local Number 1 usually opens one meetings and then he calls on the 
others sitting on the stays to speak, usually my wife, Madam GGkdO, 
myself, MR. LOGAN, and any guest speakers we may have that evening. 

The meetings generally lasts about three hours and there are usually 
200 to 3 vj 0 people present in the auditorium at our meetings. In June 
of 1>42, I don't rsmember the exact day, on a Sunday evening, at a 
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meeting of the Peace Mov®aent of Ethiopia, I remember a speech -in 
which Madam GOHDON announced that the radio had just reported that 
the Japanese have landed in the Aleutian Islands. Vihen this announce- 
ment was made the audience clapped. I don’t know why they clapped. 

I then remember that Madam GORDON said the Aleutian Islands are a 
part of Alaska and Alaska is a part of the United States, and then she 
said, now don’t let these stool pigeons go out of her and say that 
I am fcr Japan, I’m for Africa. 'The audience applauded and clapped 
after this statement. She then static, that she had heard over the radio 
that Seattle has been bombed. After she said this the audience clapped 
and applauded. I don’t know why they applauded. 

"She may have said some other things at this time along the same line 
but I am a little hard of hearing and sometimes I don't catch every- 
thing she says. Another reason I aon't always hear everything that is 
said is because I have a week bladder and I have to get up and c o out 
several times during the meeting and I aia sometimes gone for about 
four or five minutes at a time. 

"At a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia on June 28, 1942, Sunday 
evening, at the Boulevard Hall, Madam GORDON made a speech along with 
other people on the platform ana I remember that one of tne thin ;s that 
Madam GORDON said was, ’It is impossible for America and Britain to 
'win the war. The Britisx* and Americans have killed 100,000,000 Africans 
so God won’t let them win.' I also remember that she said at this 
meeting that the U boats are glad to see the ships leave the shore 
leaden with vfealth and goods . ’ 

"At a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia along about the middle 
of Ju_y, I remember a speech by i adam GORDON in which she s aia 1 .e are 
going back to Africa, our president is Barclay, not President ROOSEVfLT. 
The Allies don't have to win the war in fact the Allies may lose the war, 
Germany and Japan may win,' I remembered the audience clapped and ap- 
plauded after Madam GO* DON made these statements. 

"Re don't have a connection with the Moslems but just believe in the 
Moslem faith. 

"At a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia on August 2, 1942 } 

Sunday evening, at the Boulevard Hall, I remember the speech made by 
Madam GORDON. I remember it particularly because this was her birthuay 
and she was very happy about living such a marvelous reception . She said 
that she only wanted to ask for the legal rights of her people. She 
said that a year ago this date she was treated very unjustly and that 
when Pearl Harbor was bombed that was revenge on her enemies for the 
unjust treatment. I know what she meant by these statements although 
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she did not actually say the following: She neant that she objected 
to the unjust treatment by the black man who does not want to go back 
to Africa and who wants to live with white people. She did not mean 
the un, justness of the judges or of the Government. However, she did 
not say exactly what she meant. 

“At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace I'ovement on August 16, lv42, 

3 undi^ : f evening, at the Boulevard Auditorium, I made a talk for about 
one-naif hour in which I stated that the white race and the black race 
shouww be separated and that I would tell the same thirr to President 
HOOSEVsLT that I would to the audience. 


U I also told about a Government man that came to the house several times 
and offered rny wife $2,000,000 to keep her from putting her petition 
before President ROOSBW.T.'i 1 . also told them about a Japanese who I 
believe was named] and that f paid the preacher when he was 

married to a colored woman in Chicago. I also told them that he ma 
me back out of his pocket for tills money I had advanced. Viy wife and 
1 first met this man many years a o and gave my wife a letter of 
introduction to MUCUS GktiVM at fie convention in Kingston, Jamaica in 
192 > . I also tola them about the marriage of the Japanese Princess to 
an ibi iopian Prince for the purpose of bringing the two races closer 
to _ etj or. I also said that JU5S0L3KI "./as opposed to the marriage at 
that Time but that I thought it was a good idea because it brought the 
two Tt.cas closer together and 1 wanted to Jaiow what jTJGSGLINI had to 
do with roatters between two other nations. I remember telling the 
audience that many Japanese men are married to colored women in this 
country. I don 1 ! know them personally but I just heard about it. I 

The audienc e applauded my speech. The last time I saw this Japanese, \ 

| was after Madam GORDON'S return from Jamaica when this 

Japanese called to see us arc asked if his letter had reached LA fwU3 
GARVEY all right. MRS, GORDON told him that it had and tbf she received 
more attention .from MARCTJS GARVEY than any of the ether delegates from 
Chicago* After that this Japanese again came to see us between 1913 
and 1932, and this was the last time that we saw him, — This might 
be in 1933 - 


,f At a meeting of the Ethiopian Peace i ovement at the Boulevard. VlH 
on Sunday Evening, August 23, 19^2, tne principal speaker was Hi. 
BRA1JCH who was President of Local Number 2. I rom ember Branch ssyiii^ 
at this meeting that the negroes do not want any connection i.-iLii the 
viiite people, Cauoasions, or Anglo-^Saxons and that f .Te sre goin. back 
to Africa if ever y drop of blood has to be spilled to do it. 1 1 couid 
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not understand everything BRANCH was sayirtg because I don’t near very 
well and besides he talks with a kind of a twang that is hard tp 
understand. On this same evening I understand that 1.. .. ' spoke 

but I believe he spoke before J^got there and so I cannot tet-1 you 
what he. said. 1 „ • . . ' 

"At a’, meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia at the Boulevard 
Hall t>n Sunday evening, August 30, 194^:' I left early and did not hpar 
Madam GORDON speak so I am unable to state what she said or what sijjfc 
didn’t say. I never get a chance to hoar what MR. JONES says at these 
meetings, because he always opens the meeting at seven o 1 clock, anc 
Madam GORDON and I generally don’t get there until about eight o'clock 
so that any statements he may make are made before I get to the meeting 
I don't remember ever having heard Ui. JONES open the meetings because 
I always arrive late after he ha3 finished. 

"I remember a meeting of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in the latter 
part of June, 1942, at which I saw two Orientals in attendance* These 
two men were either Japanese, Chinese- pr a Filipino-, and that they 
came i&to the meeting after it hua started and left before it was over. 
They sat in the rear of the hall. I do not know their names. 


"I was advised of my Constitutional rights before I made this statement 
and I knovf that I do not have to sign it if I do not want do. I am 
making this statement freely and voluntarily although I know it nay 
be used against me. 

"I have read the above statement consisting of six pages and everything 
in the statement is true and correct. I have signed each of the six 
pages. . •41 


/Signed/ WILLIAM GREEN GORDON 


Witnessed! 


Special Agent,. Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

1900 Eankers Building, Chicago, Illinois. 


Special Agent, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
1900 Bankers Building, Chicago, 



Illinois." 


b6 
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The original of this signed statement is oeing kept in the files of the 
Chicago ^i^ld Office together with a log reflecting subject WILL Li CC. JON ' s 
activities from the time of his apprehension until turned over to the 
. Chicago Polldlk Department for incarceration at the City Jail, 1123 South 
State Street, Chicago, Illinois. A 


On September 21, 1942, subject WILLIAM GORDON was arraigned before the 
United States Commissioner EDWIN K. V/ALKER, at Chicago, Illinois and his 
bail fixed at .5,000.00. 


The following description of Subject WILLIAM (JORDON was obtained through 
observation and interviews b6 

b7C 



NAME 

BIRTH DATE 

BIRTH PUCE 

AGE 

RACE 

HEIGHT 

WEIGHT 

HAIR 

EXES 

COMPLEXION 

BUILD 

MARITAL STATUS 
RELATIVES 



WILLIAM GREEN GORDON 
August 8, 1873 
Thomasville, Georgia 
67 

Negro 
6 ' 1 « 

165 pounds 
t.Grey 
brown 
Brown 

Thin, stooped 
Married 

JGLTTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, 4451 So. 
Mate St.. Chicago, wife 


2 illegitimate sons and one illegitimate 
daughter, addresses unknown 




The following ing ftsfcLyat.i.on was conducted by the writer and Special Agent 




On September zO, 1942 these Agents accompapiedby 
District of the Chicago Police Department, 

MADAM GORDON at 4451 South State Street. 


of the 4th 
Subject 


ded to the W%To 

.. ... . _ GORDON readily admitted her 

identity and indicated her willingness to voluntarily accompany the Agents to 
the Chicago Field Office. She was asked concerning all monies and valuables 
in her possession, and MADAM GORDON stated that there was considerable money 
belonging to the organization in her home; This money was counted In her pre 
sence and a receipt wae obtained from her indicating that the to^f£ value of 
money and property left at the house was in .the a mount of $324. 30. Special 
Agents I 1 conducted a search of the 

premises and prepared an itemized list of the property taken from her home, 
which list will be made a part of this file* 


MADAM GORDON refused to execute a waiver bf custody and a consent to search 
her premises, stating that she was not going to sign anything. It should be 
noted that a waiver of search was obtained from her husband WILLIAM GR0D0N, 
who shares the occupancy of the rooms at 4451 South State Street. 

MADAM GORDON was brought to the Chicago Field Office for questioning. A de- 
tailed log of her activities at the Chicago Field Office was maintained sn4 
is being made a part of this file. . 


The following statement was obtained from MADAM GORDON : 


"Chicago, Illinois 
September 21, 1942" 


"I, MI TT IE MAUD LENA GORDON, make thl followin g statement to Special 
Agents! | who have identified „ 

themselves as Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I make’ 
this statement of ay own free will and no threats or promises of any 
sort have been made against ms& I make this statement knowing that 
it may be used against me in court.* 

"I was bora on August 2, 1889 at Webster Parish, Louisiana, where I 
lived until I was about eight or niMfc years of age. My father then 
moved to Clayborn Parish, Louisiana; then to Menden, Louisiana; then 
to Stamp, Arkansas; and then to Hope, Arkansas. n 





"On December 25, 1903 I married ROBERT HOLT, who died on Majch 29 » 

1906. I remained in Hope, Arkansas until 1910 when I movssE to Hot 
Springs, but returned in 1913, packed and moved to East K, Louis, 
Illinois. I left East St. Louis on Aughst 12, 1916, after the race 
riot and came to Chicago, Illinois. In Chicago I got a job at the 
Stock Yards as a painter and also working in the tin shop. I also v- 
worked for about six years as a sample maker at the Syrian Kimono 
Company at 508 South Dearborn Street. Jxi 1925 we opened a delicatessen 
store at 4603 South State Street and j&'ter moved to 4451 South STate 
Street, There we remained in business /until April, 1934. " .-Jr- 

"On April 19, 1920 I married fvTLL Wl^KHDON , ray present husband, 
and at that time we were living at 4761 Langley. Later we made 
several moves and finally moved to 4451 South State, where our 
delicatessen store was located. We operated this delicatessen store 
until April of 1934. In 1934 we quit business with the delicatessen 
store and since that date I have had no employment. I have been on 
relief since June of 1934 and at present am receiving $17.89 per 
month from the State of Illinois." 

"As near as I can remember, it was in $923 or 1924 that I joined the 
Universal Negro Improvement Association. My husband, WILLIAM GORDON, 
had previously joined this group. This was after I had heard MARCUS 
GARVEY, the leader of the U.N.I.A. speak in Gary, Indiana, and it 
was just before he was sentenced to jail in Atlanta, Georgia. I in- 
vested some of my money in bonds for the purchase of ships under 
the Movement of the Universal Negro Improvement Association, whose 
prime purpose was returning the negroes back to their native land, 
Africa. I was a member of Division No. 23 which met at a church 
located on 46th Street between Wabash and Michigan Avenue. We also 
met at the Scott Church located at 30th and Dearborn Streets., Sub- 
sequently this group met at the Odd Fellows Hall, 3333 South State 
Street. I did not take an active part in this group, I was never 
an officer, nor did I serve on any of the committees. However, I 
was intensely interested in the program that thqy formulated and 
openly advocated the return of negroes to Africa. I only heard MARCUS 
GAftVKX speak once and I never met him personally, in the U. S. X 

never heard any speaker of the Universal Negro Improvement Association 
talk on anything at their meetings other than the return of negroes 
to Africa." 

"I remained interested in this movement until 1929 when I went with 
several other people to an international conference which was to be 
held at Kingston, Jamaica, in the month of August 1929. My husband. 
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and I had a joint bank account located in a bank at 47th and State 
Streets, the name of which I believe to be the Continental* My 
husband went to the bank and drew out approximately $750.00, which 
he had made into travelers check bo^k. «ELth this money I purchased 
my transportation to New York City and paid for my fare to Jamaica. 

No persons aided me in financing this trip or in sending any letter 
of introduction either ’with me or about me to MARCUS GARVEY. At 
this time the delicatessen store which my husband and I operated 
was making approximately $20Q»00 a week and every week I used to bank 
from $100*00 to $150*00 in th^t bank at 47th and State Street. 
ulLLIAii GORDON was then operating a turn table in the 7/estern Indiana 
roundhouse and receiving compensation therefore in the amount of 
$77.00 every two weeks.” 

V, 

"The trip was my own idea because I was interested in any movement 
which would get the negroes out of America and to Africa, for better 
conditions for ny people in America and for the repatriation of 

those who preferred to go to^Africa. On July 7. 1929 I left. Chicago 

accompanied bvl L 


,, o»e arrived in Jamaica about July 14 and attended two weeks of pre- 


convention meetings* £ 

^jid myself were 

directed by MARCUS GARVEY to stay at the home of 1 


1 

] 

n 

Lived 

in Jamaica. This house was located on[_ 

[ ■ 


f, 0n August 1, 1929 this convention was opened and I attended the 
sessions. I was not an elected delegate or representative and atten- 
ded the convention as a private individual. After attending the 
meetings of this convention, I became very disgusted with the manner 
in which certain officials were conducting themselves. It appeared 
to me that the leaders were not acting in a legitimate fashions" 


11 A man by the name of | prom Washington, I). C. introduced a 

resolution which called for t,he limitation of GARVEY 1 s jurisdiction 
to Jamaica and called for a separate president general in America* 
Furthermore, during the convention the land which had previously 
been negotiated for the U.N.I.A. Liberia was taken over by the 

Harvey Firestone Rubber Company. These things influenced me to the 
point of view that... there. nas.-tQ be no real rains made by the U .11.1, A* 
and I informed | ny convictions 

in this regard.* 
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"After returning to America I took no active part in any meetings 
held by this organization. Some time in 1931 or 1932 I heard that 
three m en, one of whom was c alled! another one who was named 

| and a third individual) vere speaking before meetings 

of the U.K. I.A. held at 50th and Stat e Stree ts. It was reported 
thal | | was a Japanese major j that | wa s Chinese and they 

were telling the cr owds tha t they would help the colored people 
get back to Africa, j |was also telling them that he would get 


get out of America." 


"During this time I had meetings with several other former members 
of theU.N.I.A. for the purpose of keeping the legitimate objects 
of the U.N.I.A# alive. ] jcame to the store and told me that 

he was going to start the Pacific movement of the eastern world 
and that he wanted myself and my group to go along with him. *'I 
told him that I would refuse to help him in any way, but I know 
that he continued to organize the Pacific movement of the eastern 
world. Subsequently I went to a meeting in Indiana Harbor, Indiana 


of his grmin. There were two Orientals speaking there, one of 

whom was I asked him if I could circularize a petition 

there, which he agreed to let me do. This was the first of ny 


petitions directed to the Government of the D. S. c alling for the 
repatriation of negroes to Africa. At this meetin g told the 

crowd that Japan had sent him to get the people back to Africa and 
that he was also under the direction of the Japanese Consul." 


"During the next month or so I was very active in securing signatures 
to ny petitions so that within two weeks there were several thousand 
persons who had signed up. We opened'iiP our headquarters at 
35th Street and then later moved to 3333 South State Street, 
came to my house and demanded the signatures on the petitions 
I had collected and I called t o some o f ny members and we threw him 
out of our headquarters. I hadf~ ” | thrown out of our headquarters 

because be was a foreigner and because I revised he was not sincere 
in his efforts to help ny race and was fooling the people out of 
their money." 



"We continued to spread our petitions and our membership grew very 
fast. I later found out that he was going around to many groups and 
continuing to build himself up to a position of leadership in ny 
movement." 




"On December 7, 1942| was speaking in the Odd Fellows Hall 

in one of my meeting si When I got to the hall he was on the 
rostrum speaking and refused to let. ^8 the hall. Jfyself and 
some followers got into the meeting*^ 11 where one of them seized 
him by the collar and we took him outside the meeting and told 
him to leave our tribe alone. This caused a controversy between 
my followers and his followers . Later that same afternoon myself 
and several other persons a'ssembled at my store located at 4451 
South State Street* and founded the Peace Movement of Ethiopia* 

The purpose of the organization at that time was the repatriating 
of the people to Ethiopia. Aout a month later we decided upon 
our motto, "One God, one country, one people", meaning Allah as 
God, Africa as the country And the black folks as the people. In 
the ensuing months the constitution was drawn up as it presently ./ 
exists, including prayers, objectives and rules. We organized 
successfully in St. Louis, Philadelphia and many southern states 
and obtained approximately four million signatures to our petition 
which we forwarded to the Government," 


[was one nft eitr organizers and the one who started 

the Peace Movement in 


"I learned that |continued to organize and that they *>, 

had been taking money C<MHln£ t6 pers ons in c onnection with the 
soldiers bonus. I also learned that] [iad stolen a money order 

which belonged to another individuaib.iftad cashed it and that the 
Government was in terested in locating him for this reason. I then 
heard that [ tad been speaking btf>re my group in St. Louis, 

Missouri and represented himself as having been sent there by me 
to talk to those people. I made one tri p to S^ . Louis, Missouri 


in this connection, although I never saw 


because he knew that, 
then heard that] 


la 


as be left St. Louis 


I had found put about the money order. I 


gone td Philadelphia and that he had told 


the people there that he was also representing my movement." 


"We have continued to meet in Chicago and elsewhere since December 
7, 1932. For the past eight years Local No. 1 of the Peace Movement 
of Ethiopia has been meeting at the Boulevard Hall, 366 East 47th 
Street. The chairman of Local No. 1 is a man by the name of SEON 
JONES, 3511 W abash Avenue. Th e vice-president is a man by the name 
of Mr. UEANw.1 llhe secretary i s /^&T.T.TE^p,^S t | 

■ j _ l f ty WT/Mrr«C -'1 


J THe treasurer. is Mrs. M. Hj ^JONES \ 


Other officers include myself as president general; DAVID 


P 
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J, LOGAN, who is a member of tba.Executive Council and who is also 
a representative of our movement to Liberia. We hold meetings at 
the Boulevard Hall on Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 10:00 P.M, idler e 
I have continually advocated that the dark race unite so that they 
can obtain assurance from the Government that they will no longer 
be treated as slaves. It was the purpose of this organization to 
unite our race sufficiently to obtain recognition from this Govern- 
ment before fighting another war, but before this work could be done 
the war came which caused us to anchor Just as we are. I object to 
the black man going to war without the assurance from the Government 
of his freedom after the war is over. That was six months before 
this country went into war. We preached this policy to our people 
until the war broke out. When we found we were in the war and the 
race was not sufficiently united', we anchored the whole situation 
counting it too late.* 

"I have advocated the rehabilitation of the race and a sked for 
better schools, better living conditions and I have also urged 
that the members plan to return to Africa. I have conducted negot- 
iations with the Liberian government to secure the permission for 
my people to return to Africa and in this connection I have received 
letters from President BARCLAY of thejfciberian government in which 
he told me that it would take $l,000.0^per individual returning 
and that those returning should be skilled in farming. " 

"Since December, 1941, the organization has continued to meet at 
the Boulevard Hall, 366 East 47th Street, on Sunday evenings and 
I have spoken there on many occasions. I have advocated the unity 
of my race since this time so that they can demand assurance from 
the Government that they w ill be freaif ; 

"About three years ago mapy of my members signed up as indicating 
that they wanted to obtain citizenship in Liberia and we forwarded 
this list to the Liberian government. Since this time I have con- 
sidered myself a citizen of Liberia and those who signed up with me 
have also considered themselves as Liberian citizens. Since December, 
1941, I have told those in the meeting hall who signed up to return 
to Liberia that they are Liberian citizens. President BARCLAY of 
Liberia wrote to the State Department In this country and said 
that Liberia was neutral. The State Department in the U. S. dis- 
tributed this and my members and myself have seen copies of this 
statement in newspapers indicating that the Liberians are neutral 
and will having nothing to do with either side involved in the 
present war. I have told the audience present that we are going 
to send four million votes by cable to Liberia for the election of 
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Predjgpn-M.-aA.pnT AY in January of 1943* I I 

1 l and myself agreed to change this vote by proxy 

because of the uncertainty of the affairs in Liberia," 

"In (Ame of 1942 I remember reading an announcement to the audience 
that the Japanese had landed in the Aleutians and that the Aleutian 
Islands are apart of Alaska. After this announcement was made there 
was some applause . This announcement was read from the Chicago 
Tribune." 


"I have read announcements of war bulletins on occasions to ny 
audience'. These bulletins have all been taken from the various 
newspapers published in Chicago and they have all concerned the 
victories of the Japanese," 

"In June I attended a meeting .gf the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
shortly after I had heard a radio announcement made by WALTER WINCHELL 
over Station WENR at 7:45 P.M., that Seattle had just been bombed. 

He went on to sy that MAHATMA GHANDI, who had once been a pacifist, 
had joined up with Japan and splitting through India. I went to 
the meeting after this announcement and the same announcement was 
made to the audience. I do not recall who the speaker was and if 
I made it nyself, I do not remember, but I can assure you it was 
true. After this there was some applause." 

"At this meeting, or another meeting previously, I was informed by 
someone after the meeting there were two Orientals in attendance. 

One of the doorkeepers told me t<>his.” 

I 1 b6 

peads most of the b7c 

announceirib^ts and newspaper clippings at our meetings, Mr, JONES, 
who is chairman of Local No, 1, also makes some of the announce- 
ments and reads some of the clippings." 

"I want to say that announcements concerning the Allied Nations 
victories have not been made from our hall because we know very 
little of any permanent Allied victories that have taken place 
as I have not read them. I remember that an announcement was 
made about the fight in the Solomon Islands and that the issue 
was not yet decided and the same thing on the Egyptian front, the 
decision has not been made, but we announced what had occurred 
there, as far as we knew, several different times. I remember 
an announcement made that theEngLish and American soldiers could 
not get food, guns and ammunition. I do not recall the individual 
who made this announcement, but I nyself have heard it over the 
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radio and I know that the person who made the announcement most 
have heard it too," 


I pead from the Ti r «s which announcement was that the 

largest convoy of men and materials from this country had reached 
Russia TBtefely. I do not remember any statements made that it is 
impossible for America and Britian to win the war or that the 
British and Americans have killed one hundred million Africans so 
God won't let them win. I do recall that we have said our president 
, is BARCLAY of Liberia and is not President ROOSEVELT . I also 
recall that I have said that we owe allegiance to the Liberian 
flag, le teach our people that they have their own flag of either 
Ethiopia or Liberia, but by this we do not mean any disrespect 
to the flag of any country nor to the President of any country. 

I do not recall that an announcement was made that the greater the ' 
Japanese victories the less number of victims there will be in the 
United States, and I have never heard this statement made in the 
hall." 

*1 want to say that several years ago my husband and I were ac- 
qu ainted with a Japanese who lived next door to us, by the name 
of ] | and that this individual came to my husband, WILLIAM 

GORDON, and told him that he wanted to borrow five dollars in; 
order to pay the preacher for a marriage which he intended to 
enter with a colored girl. Because this Japanese had been trading 
at our store ny husband said he would see the preacher, Mr. 

PHILLIPS, who lived next door to us on the other side who was 
pastor of that church at 4601 State Street, and make arrangements 
for the Japanese to marry this colored woman and that he would stand 
good for the five dollar fee until the Japanese could pay him, 
and this was done. As best I can remember this happened in 1929. 

I have not seen this individual since that time." 


"Since the Peace Movement of Ethiopia was founded we have cont- 
inually advocated the affinity of all black groups that are 
scattered throughout the world, of African descent. The Japanese 
are of the dark race and originally they were of the same strain 
as we out we do not advocate the affinity of any Japanese, Fili- 
pino, Chinese, or any Orientals. Africans are the only ones we 
are interested in, those at home and those abroad or wherever they 
may be found." 


•Last Sunday, September 13, 1942^ 


was guest speaker at 

the Boulevard Hall. I do not remember his speech in detail and I 
cannot quote him exactly because he had'his back to me and he is 


a very poor speaker of English, but I do remember his talk about 
making shoes and clothes out of leather apd wool which countries 
had obtained from Africa. I recall that Hlfe>eaid that Japan took 
wool and leather from Africa and made shoes which they sold for 
fifty cents a pair to the South Africans and that the British also 
came to Africa to take leather and wool and made the same products 
which they sold to the South Africans for four dollars. At th is 
announcement, the aiui.i ence applauded. Fallowing this speech by | 

bang two songs to the crowd in African. 1 ’ 


"I do not recall a young man speaking fro.i the rostrum of the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement at any time who announced to the crowd 
that he was a member of a group who did not believe in serving 
in the armed forces of the United States* I do not remember 
ever making the statement that we are going back to Africa "if 
we have to spill blood from c oast to coast, " and statements like 
that have never been made in my hall at meetings of the 
Ethiopian Peace Movement for the reason that our organization 
is the reparation of those who desire to go back to Africa and 
the program will be carried out peacably. I also advocate a better 
condition for those who prefer to remain here in the United States, 
We/n&M!r and never will advocate any antagonistic attitude con- 
cerning America and her government and its people," 


"For the last eight years our work has been between the blacks 
who believed in separation and the whites who also believed in 
the same measure being carried out peaceably between the two 
races because we do not feel that there is any future for the 
black people in America, and that the two races cannot exist in 
the same country free. We believe in a strong nationalist move- 
ment among the blacks and we believe in the confraternity of the 
blacks at home and abroad, and the separation of the two races 
in order to bring about an independent free black race in Africa. 
We do not believe in the amalgamation of the Back and white races* 
We believe in a one hundred percent black independent people 
vdthout amalgamation, just as the whites believe in a pure white 
race and no amalgamation . 11 


"I remember on several occasions announcements being made at the 
meetings concerning the brutality being carried on in the army 
camps against black soldiers. This announcement was made after 
I had heard many black people discussing the fact that black 
soldiers had been killed, beaten, and eyes punched out in array 
camps. " 



"I have read the above statement consisting of this and seven other 
pages. I have initialed each page on Which corrections were made. 

I am signing this statement as an indication that the facts con- 
tained herein are true and correct.” 
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"Witnesses:" 


"Special Agent, F.B.I." 


"Special Agent, F.B.I.” 



occasions she stated that the statement was true in every respect. While 
reading the statement MADAM GORDON initialed the corrections appearing an 
every page, but refused to sign it without the advice of her attorney. 

During the entire questioning of MADAM GORDON at the Chicago Field Division 
Office, she was very violently outspoken with regards to the unjust treat- 
ment that the black race have received from the whites. She went into elaborate 
details concerning the race riot which took place in 1916 in Bast St. Louis, 
Illinois. MADAM GORDON was residing in that city at that time and she 
claims that she came to Chicago as a result of these riots and that her 
son was very seriously injured by the white man during this riot. She 
also claims that as a child she and all the other blacks in the South were 
very unjustly treated by the whites and were not afforded an opportunity 
to attend schools nor any of the usual privileges of a human being. 

Throughout the questioning of MADAM GORDON at the Chicago Office she was 
very antagonistic in her attitude and on occasions became very violent and 
loud spoken and made numerous statements, which which repeated to her later. 
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3 e erne laving made such statements. Throughout the entire questioning 
MADAM GORDON maintained that the one principle of the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia was the return of the black man to Africa, his native land. She 
often stated that Africa was the black man's country, and that they were 
citizens of Liberia and not American citizens, as set forth in the above 
statement. She also stated on numerous occasions through the questioning 
that the black man owed allegiance to the Liberian or the Ethiopian flags, 
which flags, as she expressed it, were the black man's flags. She repeated 
over and over again that those manbers of her organization who had written 
to President BARCLAI of Liberia indicating that they intended to obtain 
citizenship in Liberia, were actually citizens of that country and were not 
citizens of America, She stated that she knew statements of this kind had 
been made at meetings of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, and further that no 
negro could be an American citizen becausei they were held in slavery in 
this country and were entitled to none of the privileges of a citizen. 

During the questioning of MADAM GORDON she stated that it was her belief 
that originally all the people in the world were blacks and that as a re- 
sult of this she considered that the black race and the Japanese were one 
and the same. She also said that she would rather marry a Japanese man 
than a white man because she considered him to be of the same race as her- 
self. 


In questioning MADAM GORDON about the policies of her organization with re- 
gard to the Selective Se rvice Act, she stated in the presence of Special 
Agent 1 Hk nd the writer on several occasions that no negro 

should serve in the armed forces until such time as they demanded and 
received the assurance that after the war was over the negro would be free. 
She said that the black man has fought enough wars for the white man and 
that he shouldn't fight any more until that assurance is given. In connection 
with this, she readily admitted that she had told members of her organization 
to claim conscientious objection as a deferment from Arny service until 
august of 1941, when she was brought before the Grand Jury on charges of 
counseling the evasion of service in the armed forces. She advised that b7C 
after August 1941 she has counseled none of her members with regard to 
any action under the Selective Service. She further stated that since 
this time she has not even talked to a person of draft age. 


On September 22, 1942 MADAM GORDON was 
by Deputy United States Marshal £ 


escorted to the Chicago Field Office 

~| at which time she read and 

acknowledged the truth of the above statement, she discussed the program 
of the Peace Movement of Eth iopia and also her beliefs in the presence of 
Deputy United States Marshal 

this discussion she state 


During 


and Special Agent [ 


.ted tnat "Yfe are not Anericans.", and that 




"We know only one flag, either the Ethiopian or the Liberian flag, and 
these flags are uppermost in the black mans mind." liADAM GOftnetf made further 
statements in the presence of Deputy United States i-ar shal l [ who later 

was requested to make notes of this conversation for any future use. 

On September 23, 1942 signed the following statement which 

sets forth the pertinent details concerning the above discussion with MADAM 
GORDON : 


"Chicago, Illinois" 

"September 23, 1942" b6 
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| J7TTIE MAUD LENA GORDON. 
United States Marshal, 


who at that time was in the custody o. 

to the office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. | 

I she read a st atement that hid been prepared [~ 

| that she made additions to this state- 
ment. After the statement was completed and read by her, and the 
necessary corrections made thereon, she stated that everything con- 
tained in the statement was true and correct, but that she refused 
to sign it until she -bad advice from her attorney." 



"Just prior to our departure from t he offices of the Feder al 
Bureau of Investigation, Madam GORDON, Agent | 
were discussing various things and during this time she stated 
her beliefs with regard to the black race. At this time she was very 
composed, was not angry, and seemed to b* in full control of her 
emotions. She was aware that as soon as we arrived at the offices 
of the United States Marshal she was to be released on bond." 


"At this time Madam GORDON stated that it was necessary 
to educate the people of her race and that in order to educate 
them, it was necessary to use propaganda. When asked what she meant 
by propaganda, she said that maybe it was not the right word to use, 
but meant it was necessary to show her race that they were the 
original race, and that therefore they were superior to all other 
races. She said that the black race was on earth first and that 
they, meaning the black man, deserve their leadership for it." 
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"During this conversation she said, "We are not Americans'' 
and that they only know one flag, either the Ethiopian or the 
Liberian flag and that those flags were uppermost in the black mans' 
minds with no disrespect for the flags or presidents of any other 
country. " 


people . I 


haw 


A jni 


embership, Madam GORDON said* of 4.000*000 black 
to Madam G ORDON, "Is it fair thal l 1 


]has to fight for the 4*000,000 blacks 
and will probably be killed in his attempt to fight for the better 
things in life for both the American people and your 4*000,000 
blacks, and have them wait to cash in on' his sacrafices? 11 Then Jiadam 
GORDON said, "The black race has saved the white race in wars on 


several previous pccasions* and 
to do it again 


us 

• u L 


- -o i r 

evading my question", I 


3 


e black race will be depended on 
Mrs. GORDON saying "You are 
"Do you know, Mrs. GORDON, I've 

a hunch that our of your 4,U(JQ,udO members, two-thirds of those 
eligible will sign up to fight for this country." Mrs. GORDON then 
answered, "They will, if they are given absolute assurance that 
they will be given their rights, and not otherwise." 


| |Mrs. GORDON again, *Nbw, Mrs. GORDON, don't you 

think it would be safer and more intelligent for the blacks of your 
group to get in and fight for this country first, and be victorious, 
and then ask for what you want. Maybe the peace terms to follow 
willbe an even better plan for you than the Ethiopian or Liberian 
plan.'" 


bo 
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"'No siree,"' replies Mrs. GORDON, "' if we don't get the 
assurance now, then we will never get it after the war,"' 

"I know that a ll of these statements were made by Madam 
GORDO'f j ~b n September 22, 1942 at the office of the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation and the statements were made by 
her in a calm and unruffled manner." 
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On September 28, 1942 MADAM GORDON came to the Chicago Field Office wi th 
certain records of the Executive Counsel and Local No. 1, which she wished 
to f urnish this office in aiding the investigation in instant case. Special 

Agent and t he writer later interviewed her at her home in 

connection with these records, which she voluntarily furnished. At this 
time MADAM GORDON reemphasized that her organization was a militant nationalist 
group of colored individuals seeking their return to Africa and further 
that the white race and the black race can never be welded together. In 
this connection she stated that when Japan attacked the s yW ; £g ci tfiJ$' t iHd they 
attacked the white race. In thi3 same connection she/and ner race had been 
accused of aiding the Japanese. She stated that she did not blame the 
white man for being angry at this because the Japanese had attcked the 
white race, but not the black race. 


MADAM GORDON also furnished a list of officers of the organization of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia as it presently exists; this will be set forth 
in a subsequent report. 

The following description was obtained by personal observation and inter- 
rogation : 


NAME 


ADDRESS 

BORN 

AGE 

HEIGHT 

"WEIGHT 

EYES 

HAIR 

BUILD 

COMPLEXION 

SCARS AMD MARKS 


MITT IE MAUD LENA GORDON, 
alias Madam Gordon, alias 
Lbther Gordon 

4451 South State Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 

August 2, 1889, Webster Parish, 
Louisiana 
53 years 
5' 3 M 

185 pounds 
Brown 
Black 
Heavy 

Light brown 

Mole on chin, cancer on right 
breast, mole on left cheek, growth 
on lobe of right ear, both ear lobes 
punched, numerous burn scars from 
waist to knees, three inch scar on 
chest 


During the interview with MADAM GORDON on September 28, she stated that 
in addition to being a militant organization that they had a military unit 
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which unit engaged in military drills every Wednesday nlghtat 3144 South 
State under the direction of ULYSSES GRANT j this is also known as the 
Protective Corps, whose duty consists of maintaining order during the 
meetings* 

On September 21, 1942 MALM GORDON was released to the custody of the United 
States Marshal and she was arraigned before United States Commissioner EDWIN 
K* WALKER, pleaded not guilty to charges of violations of Sections 33 anc * 

34, Title 30, United States Code, and bond was set at $10,000* Subsequently 
Assistant United States Attorney V0LLLIAM J. CONNOR advised that HALA GORDON 
had posted $10,000 bond and was released from custody. 



followin g invflfit.-ioa f.-ifyn was conducted by .qpprvial agents I 

accompanied by Police Officei ^ke 

^ -L WL _ W • JU I , . r* ll — Tl-l i on/ 1 ) .♦.Via rflSlll 


The 

and | | accompanied by police orncen i^- 

4th District Jkplice Station of the Chicago Police Dep artment and-the results 
thereof are being dictated by Special Agent[ * 


] 


On September 20, 1942 the above named individuals proceeded to 3511 South 
Wabash Avenue in possession o£ ** copy of a warrant for one "JONES" at that 
address, wh±$h copy is being retained in the files of this office* Other 
identifying features available to the agents were the facts that JONES 
Was supposed to be 5' U" tall, weighing about 160 lbs., with a bald pate, 
dark skin, and that he was chairman of Local: Number 1 of the Pea^W Movement 
of Ethiopia. His residence at 3511 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
had previously been verified. 


b6 

b7C 


At approximately 7 o'clock in the morning, agents took SEON EMANUEL JONES, 
35H South Wabash Avenue, into custody and he consented to come to t he office 
nf thn f?hi p.acn F ield Divi sion jpor questioning. While Special Agents | | 

made^a search of the premises in the presence of 


MRS. JONES and to. in tne consent of MRS, JONES and SEON JONES. 


The dictating agent immediately inquired to determine whether or not JONES 
was in possession of any moneyor other valuables which would be disclosed 
by a search of the premises and MRS. JONES produced a total of $19.00 and 
one $25.00 war savings bond as being the only items of this description on 
the premises. At this time she also certified in writing that the $19. .QO, 
together with the $25.00 war savings bond, were the only moneys or otter 
valuables in their possession or control on the premises and that none of 
these items were removed from theipi* custody by the Special Agents. These 
certificates, witnessed by reporting agent an d signed in the presence of 
Special Agent | ^ and police officer | | are being 

retained in the files of this case in the Chicago Field Division. 


A consent to s earch in writing, signed by SEON E. JONES in the presence of 
Special Agents ! p .s also being retained in the files of this 

case in the Chicago Field division. 

At the office of the Chicago Field Division JONES' fingerprints and photo- 
graph were taken and these are being forwarded to the Bureau under separate 
cover with copies of his photograph being retained in the files of this case. 


JONES -mas. 
Agent 


the s 
Agent 


•interrog ated by the dictating agent in the presence of Special 


% 


and idae results of this questioning is set forth in 

ritamant . signed hx-ljQNES in the presence of dictating agent and Special 
the contents of which are set forth as follows: 
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"Chicago, Illinois 
September 20, 1942 

"I, «e;om RmMT fRT. .Tmrc-q ho-r ahv miAi the following statement to Special 
Agent 4 | mho have identified thorn- 

selves to be Special Agents of the ijOUUAdu. isareau of Investigation, United 
States Depajrtment of Justice, voluntarily and of my omn free will. No 
threats or jpromises of any kind have been made to me, and I have been told 
that anythijjg^ which I may say may be used against me in court* 

A* £' 

■I was bom in Barbados, British West Indies, on January 17, 1892. I 
lived in that country until I was about seventeen years old, and in 1909 
went to the Panama Canal, where I' worked for a period of about nine years as 
a carpenter for the United States Government. In 1917 I voluntarily enlisted 
in the 3ritish forces and served with the Tenth British West Indies Regiment 
in. France, Belgium, and Italy in a laboring capacity, working at ammunition 
dumps and with the supply service. 

"After being discharged in 1920 as.. # sergeant, I returned to the Panama Canal, 
.here I took up carpentry work agate* Thereafter I went to Havana, Cuba, where 
I was a carfcsnter for two years for private contractors. I then went to Nassau, 
British West Indies, in 1922, and worked on the construction of a hotel. After 
returning to Havana, Cuba, for a few months, I came to the United States, 
arriving at New Orleans on the S. S. CHAIMET, a United Fruit Line ship, in 
1923, I stayed in New Orleans for about three months, and then came to 
Chicago. In 1926 I declared my intention of becoming a citizen. in Chicago, 
Illinois. This application expired through lapse of time, and X again applied 
for first papers in 1938. My naturalization took place in February, 1942. 

: ;\ , /' 

"In December, 1923, I marriedpVIOLE^WEBSTER, who was also bom in the British 
West Indies, and who is not as yet naturalized, having secured only her first 
papers. 

"From 1925 until 1930 I worked for Armour & Company as a carpenter, leaving 
there because of reduction of the working force. During the depression years, 

I did odd jobs as a carpenter, and also became ordained as a Spiritualist by 
Madazne GRAYSON in 1928. In 1935 I went to Detroit, Michigan, and opened an 
office at 262 E. Palmer Street as a spiritual adviser and psychic scientist. 

In 1936 I returned to Chicago and since that time have been employed at the 
American Car & Foundry Canpany, 2310 S. Paulina Street, as a carpenter. 

"I have been a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons since 1926, and 
am now secretary of Oriental Lodge No. 68, Which meets at 47t& and State Streets 
in Casey's Hall. Inasmuch as I am secretary, the mail address of the organ- 
ization is 3511 S. Wabash Avenue. I have*been secretary since 1940, and there 
are about one hundred members in the lodge. 
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"A letterhead of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia has been exhibited to me 
which appear the following officers t 

E. a/ HOLLIDAY 
jypocioiaRE 
H/BROHN 

MBS. C. Ji^ALLEN f 

D. J. LOGAN 
W. HjtoftJWEATHSR 
JACOB \+/RAB.T 
W. P /JOHNSON . 

E. D^JWWIOR 

il/hunt ^ 

CELIA jyALEEN 
JAMES^6p(ffi?jETT 
Gv CALVIN 
E. A. HOLLIDAY 
J. RQCKHOHE 


Secretary General 
1st Asst. Pres. Gen'l 
2nd Asst. Pres. Gen'l 
National Organizer 
Chaplain 

Board of Directors 


§.• 37 LOGAN 


th reference to these individual*, I mil state that 1 


of the fact that| 

"1 on some kind of Selective 


or a number of yean 


know t] 


whether I would 


"So far as I know, J, ROCKMORE is deceased, I have not i 
several months, and I therefore believe that he is no loi 
All I know abouif" 

known D* J. LOGAN £or seven or eight years, and he has f: 


Ethiopia at 


cemingj 

connect 




"I am the Chairman of Local No. 1 of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, which 
meets at 352 E. 47th street in Boulevard Hall every Sunday afternoon. We 
have several thousand members, but the usual Sunday attendance varies from 
between four hundred and five hundred people* I hold my office by appoint- 
ment from MADAME GORDfiR, with the approval of- the members by a rising vote. 
The other officers of Local No. 1, who are elected by the members of the 
Local, are* 


First vice-president 


UR. MEANS 


DANIEL' STEWART 
MARWONES 



2nd vice-president 
Treasurer 

Secretary 


"Local No. 2 of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia meets in a store front at 1900 
W. 14th Street, more particularly described as the North West corner of 14th 
Street at 1900, and the chairman is a MR. BRANCH, whose identity has been 
known to me for about eight years, aa£ whom I have known personally in the 
Peace Movement for about four years. 

"Local No. 3 meets in Gary, Indiana, and Local No. 6, of i&ich a 
is chairman, meets in a store front in the middle of the 3100 block on the 
west side of State Street. I do not know igiere Local Nos. 4 and 5 are located. 
I have no information concerning the locals bearing numbers over six. 

"I was appointed in 1939, and have been re-appointed each February for a 
one-year term. 


"Local No. 1 has in addition a Protective Corps, thn ipaH^r nf which -ia nailed 

a lieutenant, th e lieutenant in Local No. 1 being! 

~l A list of members of tne Protective Corps, together with their 
addresses, is set forth as follows* 








"The purpose of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, as I understand it, is to 
secure the repatriation of the members of the movement in Africa. The move- 
ment centers around a bill presented in Congress in 1939 toy Senator BILBO of 
Mississippi, to provide for the repatriation and resettlement of American negroes 
in Liberia. At that time. Senator BILBO had the support of about two or three 
million negroes who had signed petitions#*pproving his bill. I recall that in 
1939 about five hundred colored people went to Washington to support the bill 
under the sponsorship of tne Peace Movement of Ethiopia* 

"I wish to state that this constitutes the sole purpose of the Peace Movement 
of Ethiopia,- and that no one is permitted to deviate from this subject in the 
course of the meetings. 

"As chairman of Local No. 1, I introduce the speakers and prepare the program, 
and I am present on the platform during the speeches* 

"There have been exhibited to me pencilled notations for programs on various 
dates, which I had at my home, and following are the programs showing the 
speakers on the dates specified! 

February 1, 1942 MOTT 

STUBBS 

UEAM* 

D. "STEWARD 
ELLIS 
BRANCH 
BONDER 
MR. GORDON 

M.V/ALI •' 

MRS. H. M. L.i GORDON 
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"From my not.es efe f%©call that D ^4 BLEE sang a solo, and that JAUNITA, BANKS, 
and DAVIS sang a song* 

February 8, 1942 MATT 

DANIEL STEWART 
CLARK 
MRS. SIMMS 
MR. BONNER 
MRS. STUBBS 
MR. LOGAN 
MR. GORDON 
MR. GOODLETT 
M. ALI 
FT.LTfi 

March 29, 1942 MATT 

STEWARD 

SIMMS 

means 

STUBBS 
BRANCH 
GOODLETT 
D. J. LOBAN/ ' 

A. CLARK (president #6) 

MR. W. GPGORDON 
ELLIS / 

madam^/kafindi 

"The following who were listed on the program did not speak j 

MR. B<?NNER 
DR. jLE& 

MRS. BROWN (Lady president. Local No. 6) 

July 12, 1942 MOTT 

STEWARD 

KEANS 

BRANCH 
ELLIS 
LOGAN 
MR. GORDON 

July 19, 1942 STUBBS 

MOTT 

MEANS 

BRANCH 

LOGAN 

GORDON 



# • 


STEWARD ** 

CLARK 

PRUITT ' 

MOTT 

STEWARD -V 
BRANCH 
MEANS 

CJ4SK 

LOGAN 

GORDON 

ELLIS ... .* 

BONNER 

M&TUMB GORDON 
PBHITT 
BROWN 

MOTT 

STEWAR D % 

MRS. STUBBS 
MEANS 

BRANCH , - 

JUANITA/CARTER (singer) 

CLARK 

RT-T.T.q 

D. J. LOGAN 
W. G. GOppON 
BONNER •'.§*' 

MADAME GORDON 

August 30, 1942 MOTT 

SIMMS 

STEWARD 

BRANCH . ‘ 

RT.T.TR 

BONNER 

LOGAN 

"Also scheduled were MR. GORDCK and MR. ROBERTS, second vice-president of 
Local No. 6. They did not, however, speak. 

September 13, 1942 STEWARD 

PRUITT 

MEANS 

BRANCH 
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August 2, 1942 


August 9, 1942 


i 



D. J-« LOGAN 
BONNER 
W. G« GORDON 
ELLIS 

MR# SCHAAGK 
MRS. SIMMS 

"I recall that on one occasion MRS. VICTORL^'JOHN^SCHAACK was to speak, but 
that at the meeting her husband, AFRICANNT^^SCHAACK, made a talk. 

w At the meetings, a collection is usually taken from the members, and their 
voluntary contributions are used for the cost of renting the hall and of 
maintaining the automobile belonging to the Peace Movement of Ethiopia# 

*1 also have recognized a small slip of paper indicating that on September 
6, 1942, X sold two copies of the peace Movement of Ethiopia Constitution 
for 25£ a piece, and my purpose in writing the notation on the slip of paper 
was to inform the secretary of that fact# 

KWith reference to J# ELLIS, who spoke at the meeting on September 13, 1942, 

X understand that he is a citizen of Liberia# I have known him for about four 
years, during which time he has been living on the south side of Chicago# 

"I am not very well acquainted w^th AFRIC ANNUS SCHAACK, because I saw him 
only once, on September 13, 1942, but I understand that he is also a Liberian. 

n MRS# STUBBS is lady president of Local No. 1# She took office two years ago 
after having been elected by the members of the local# 

W I have listened to many speeches made by MADAME GORDON, and X am familiar 
with the general content of them. I wish to assert that she confines her 
speeches to the purpose of the organization, which I explained above, and she 
takes the position that Africa is the homeland of the negro and that Africa 
belongs to the colored peoples; that they were transplanted from Africa to 
America by force; that Africa is more congenial and more adapted to their 
physique and general welfare, and that the negroes should, therefore, be repatriated 
to their homeland. 

M I have been informed by MRS* GORDON and by D. J* LOGAN that LOGAN went to Liberia 
in about 193$ as the representative of the; peace Movement of Ethiopia, to con- 
fer with the Liberian government and to determine whether or not that government 
would admit the group known as the Peace Movement of Ethiopia if they should 
be repatriated* The purpose of his mission was also to determine whether the 
Liberian government would grant tracts of land on which the members could be 
self-sustaining. I understand that LOGAN was informed by the Liberian govern- 
ment that the group would be permitted to enter Liberia and settle there, 
provided the United States government took care of the transportation and furnished 
a stipulated sum to maintain the returning negroes until they could take care 
of themselves# 




"I iriah to state that on no occasion have I ever heard MADAME GORDON make 
any statement about Japanese victories on islands in the Pacific Ocean; that 
I have never heard her make any remarks to the effect that the Japanese were 
the f ri ends of the negroes, or that the negroes and Japanese had a common 
bond because of color. V 

"I also wish to state that I have never heard any of the other individuals viiose 
names I have referred to above as being speakers at weekly meetings of Local 
No. 1 of the Peace 'Movement of Ethiopia, make any remarks favorable to the 
Japanese or to any country with rdiich the Dpi ted States is at war. 

"The Peace Movement of Ethiopia, so far as I know, has no official or unofficial 
policy in regard to the Selective Service Act. Although we believe that we 
are Africans, we also believe in observing the regulations of the Selective 
Service Act. 

"I registered for Selective Service with Local Board No. 81 on April 27, 1942, 
and my registration was entirely consistent with my attitude toward Selective 
Service . 

"Although I have been attending meetings of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
for a period of several years and am fairly well acquainted with what is going 
on in the vicinity of my residence, I have never heard any discussion to the 
effect that the negro peoples should arise and overthrow the white race with 
the co-operation and assistance of the Japanese. 

"I recall now that on one occasion a colored man of Ethiopia was talking to some 
other people about speeches that he had heard in Washington Park, in whic h 
references were made to the Japanese* So far as I know, he was not a member 
of Local No. 1, and this was the only occasion on which I have ever heard 
reference to that subject. 

"I know that MADAME GORDON was called before the Federal Grand Jury and accused 
of something to do with counselling colored youths not to register for Selective 
Service. I wish to state, hovrever,that I have never heard MRS. GORDON give 
any such advice to any colored member of the Movement, and that on the con- 
trary, I have heard her tell them on numerous occasions that they should fill 
out their questionnaires and register in compliance with the act. 

"I positively deny having heard MADAME GORDON announce a Japanese victory in 
the Pacific Islands to the membership of Local No, 1 on August 30, 1942, or 
on any other occasion. I also deny that I made a short speech saying that I 
was happy to hear that announcement. I also deny that I made any remark to 
the effect that the American people are trying to keep a secret that they do 
not have supplies, or that the reports that Americans are sinking foreign 




ships are false. I deny all of this, saying that I have never made these or 
any other similar remarks • 

Vi. 

"I have isqad the foregoing typewritten statement, consisting of nine pages, 
and have initialed each page and all corrections. And I re —affirm that the 
statements set forth therein are true to the best of my knowledge ®nd belief. 


fmj SEON EMANUEL JONES 


special Agents, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, U. S. Dept. of Jfustice 
1900 Bankers BMg., Chicago, ill.’* 
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The original of this signed statement, together with six copies thereof, is 
tie in g retained in the files of this case irf the Chicago Field Division. 

Additional information furnished by JONES which is not included in th4^ state- 
ment set forth above is as follows. 

JONES was in possession of a Registration Certificate showing that he had 
registered for Selective Service on April 27, 1942 with Local Board No. 81. 

He was also in possession of membership cards in the international Union, 
United Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural implement Workers of America 
(UAW CIO). He also produced an employee's badge, #A-1 3, indicating that 
he was so identified at the American Car and Foundry Company, Social Security 
Number] | and he stated that the employment manager was MR. L. M. 

ROBINSON . The American Car and Foundry Company is located at 2310 South 
Paulina Street, and he stated that he had been there since 1936. 

MR. JONES furnished the information that he was secretary of Oriental Lodge 
No. 68 of the Masons, that he had held this position since 1940, that there 
were approximately one hundred members in the lodge, and it was noted that 
among his effects was a great quantity of correspondence, literature, and 
passbooks relating to Oriental Lodge No* 68* 

He stated that the Masonic order to ffoiah he belonged was founded by a Prince 
halt, and that the officers of his lodge were as follows) 


DR. JOHN C Kellis, Grand Master ef the State of Illinois, 

Decatar, Illinois 

MANS0N : ‘ BRACE Y J I (1942). Worshipful Master 

W. N. v JAMES, I k 1938-39). Senior Warden 

J. E. > HUDLE3T, Junior Warden. 

VJILLIAM HKfaULKNER. Treasurer 1 1 


VICTQR+PRUITT, 

Past Master* 




(1940) 








It was noted that the letterheads ^ the Peace Movement of Ethiopia ifoich fbTQ 
round in the (Subject’s possession bore a sphinx head and a crescent with^ star 
near one point** t JONES would give no further explanation of these than 

to s$y that the Uphinx head referred to Egypt and that the crescent and star 
was merely an. insignia. - /' ^ 

JONES wae -questioned thoroughly abojx^0 purposes and activities of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia. He readily admitted that as chaimah of Local 
Number X he was one of the key individuals in the movement and that for a 
period of three years be had been presiding it and. present at all but ® 
few meetings of Local Number 1. He also admitted that he had beea^fcn a good 
position to hear all of the species made at these meetings but upon question- 
ing he seemed at a loss to be to explain or- amplify the subject matter 

of the speeches that were mad^ro the membership . 

He was asked to summarize the content of speeches generally made by M)|DAME 
GORDON, D. J. LOGAN, or any of the other people who regularly spokopt the 
local' a meetings but he claimed that he was unable to recall wiw4r$wiey had 
said. He also admitted that as chairman of Local Number 1 he up the 
program of speakers, extended invitations to persons to speak, determined 
the order in which they would appear on the platform, and recognized members 
from the floor who desired to give a talk, but that he was unable to recall 
the nature of their talks well enough to quote them in substance* The only 
statement he would make was a claiig that in all the speeches the persons 
making them were required to, and, according to him, did adhere to the main 
purpose of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, namely, the repatriation of the 
group to Africa. He also stated that he admonished each speaker to "stick 
to the principles of the organization" mad. i&en questioned as to the type of 
deviation which this was intended to forestall, he said that he did not know. 

JONES was also closely questioned to determine whether or not hS could ever 
recall having heard a reference to the Japanese or Asiatic Peoples or to ex- 
pressions to the effect that there was a common bond of color and heritage 
between the negroes and either the Japanese or other Asiatics and he stoutly 
maintained that he had never heard anj? much discussion or idea expressed. 
Furthermore, he stated without qualification that on only one occasion had he 
ever heard any reference to the above ideas* This is described in the state- 
ment which he signed and which is set forth above and he made this statement 
even though admitting that he had been living,in the south side section of 
Chicago for a considerable number of years at# where such ideas were more or 
lass common knowledge. 

It was noted that whereas JONES has been very active over a period of several 
years in the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, espousing the idea that the American 
negro should be repatriated in Africa, he has at the same time completed his 
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application for citizenship papers. He was questioned concerning the incon- 
sistency in claiming African citizenship and working for the return* <£ the group 
0 anc * ^e sarnie time declaring hi's allegiance to the United States 

and renouncing an allegiance to all other countries. He was unwilling to admit 
* there vras any inconsistency or that, his work in the Peace Movement of 
“ iopia in any way contradicted his declared intention to become a permanent 
resident of the United States, saying "You’ re not a black man so you couldn't 
possibly understand it." 

JOflES was taken by the dictating agent and Special Agentl Ito 

the Maxwell Avenue Police Station, 943 West Maxwell Street, and placed in 
e + C w 0( ^ r ° X ^ ie Chicago Police Department at 5s3Q pm, pending his arraign- 
ment before the United States Commissioner on the following morning, Monday, 
September 21, 1942. ’ * 


A log was maintained while JONES was in the custody of the agents and this 
is being retained in the files of this case in the Chicago Field Division. 


The notes of|~ 

ject's statement, ars Also being 


|stenographe r, taken in connection with sub- 
retained in instant file. 


The list of members of the Protective Corps which is set forth in the state- 
ment signed by JONES is also being retained as an exhibit in this case. 


The following description was obtained through interview and observation* 


NAME 

AGE 

DATE OF BIRTH 
PLACE OF BIRTH 
CITIZENSHIP STATUS 

HEIGHT 

WEIGHT 

BUILD 

COMPLEXION 

EYES 

HAIR 

FEATURES 

TEETH 

MARITAL STATUS 

RELATIVES 

OCCUPATION 


SEON EMANUEL JONES 
30 

January 17, 1892 
Barbados, British West Indies 
Naturalized citizen (February, 1942 
at Cnicago, Illinois) 

5 * 11 " 

170 pounds 
Athletic , slender 
Dark Brown 
fiark brown 

Black, with small curls, bald pate 

Regular 

Good 

Va-rri pH 

Carpenter, American Car -< Foundry Co» 
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On Sept«ib«r 20, r AJ42 at 700 A.M. tha subject, DAVID JAMES LOGAN, »« 
at hi* bmm at I 844 w. nUaoN, Chicag**, Illinois, open a warrant iff** 
Septcsbar 19, 1942 tey U^S^Arteia^iwr BDflN K. mOK, Chisago, Hlla»if * 
ahlah LOGAN was ohargad ^B^^w«*i*tiaii of Saeticca 33 A* 34, Title 50, 

Nv NmvUl J 

I l ard 

Department# The_BittiMfc jail^BSnle~tlie umeag^ field Qffiae far questioning 
ly Spaelal Agent 


tion eoaomlag tba waterials aa&aad will ba aat ferth 


Special Agantej bondooted a search at tha anted act* s pr weises 

at U44 W* Fillaore aad aavarai artielfti war* taken lata custody and ara 
presently being retained in tba Chicago Fiald Offiaa# After an evalnation 
thereof datailed infa 
in a la tar r ep ort , 

tha subject LOQAN was t Ingeryrlatdd and photographed at tha Chisago Field 
Off lea and interviewed relative to jpa- asaoolation* and aatlwitlaa an an 
offiaar of tha Paaoa Mow aa art of Ethiopia* 


Tha subject LOQAN executed tba following sipisd a tat 


"Chicago, niineia 
Sa pt aw b ar 20, 1942 


c 


I. David J 


1 , sake. thia atatoaant voluntarily t©[ 


|whcn fi%w to bo spaelal agents of the federal 
x know that 1 do net bare to sabs this statanort and 


of Investigation* 
no prasdaa or throats have boon aade in obtaining it* 


I was bom Sspteabar 7, 1874 in Marshall, Texas. My father was 
Homy Logan and ny nother Cora drear Lagan, both of whoa ara daeeteod* 1 bad 
two brothers and two ala tare shoe# 


addrasaaa are as fdjlewt f 


L 1 

i I attanaaa aehool 

in Marshall, Texas until the eighth gride, at which X 
work an tba Ana* On July 29, 1896 I narrlad Anandfs 

111 1 quit aad want to 
Wllliusa. Tha following 


oaaaadiT 1 

1 Aildran Mars ban* to aat David Japes Tnsna. Jr., da 

— , | 

1 I l 

. Christina Lowan. daoaaaad||_ 

— i 1 


After leaving aehool I werkad an tha far* until 1 waa 20 years of 
in 1894 I want to work far tbs Gotten Bolt Railroad and continued 
("king an that railroad aad tha Texas and Pholfle Railroad until 1917. In 
1917 I enlisted la tba V. 8. Away an Angnet 6 tb, aad waa asaignad to tha 317th 
Engineers Corps. On January 3 , 1910 I was honsrably diaabargad fron tba 
on account of dependency of ay finally* 


fM* SL^L } 918 1 CM***, Illinois ft** iMrlcana, 

» living, ° U tha ram w ® n ot m$ 85 mt to make 

to » "* todS^Lo to Chicago 

*• 1 “*• to CMoig© # miBol» t sines that data. 


e wsaj 


“W* 

Chicago, 


.to 1922 ay wife 41«d, and cn j»y- 33, 1923 I married , 

* *™» *0 hid no children. In 1925 va separated, an? 
an« Airing the next tfarao year* I lived in various r 




^ * Upon ny arrival in Chicago in 1918 I obtained werknt tha Union 
Wock lords as a firman for too Amour packing Cmpany, toich poeitioolT 
■*** Our fear roars* In 1922 Xshtaiaed a position with the Ardmore Construction 
rfSEMf as a concrete mixer and oanont finisher, which position I hold until 
1930m At that tine the eoapangr went hr ok# hoeaaao of the depress!**, and I 
lost ay position* I thereafter vent upon (lever went relief andvifced at rarions 
tinea on th* WPA earning fron $55*00 to $8$«00 a month, I rinded on relief 
fork until 1940, it uhloh tin# I me put on old ago aaaiataneo and an presently 
receiving $31*00 par month toeraflren* 


I ns a member of too Peaoe Vovment of mhlepiaj tola organization 
mo founded in this rammiTj hr todano M*K*L« (Jordon la aboet February 1932* 

I joined that orga nis a t ion lat# In 1933* I hare previously been a amber of 
too Universal Kegro Dagrovmmt Association Since 1919# X hare also boon a 
amber of too Odd FoUoas Club, too Grand Manta Order of Masons, too Royal 
Cirola of Frlsoda of too Murid, too United Spa and Daughters of taker, and 
too American Yoodaea* I held offices in most of those organisations. 


Jb 6 
h'/C 


I m presently on too Bxemtive Council of the Feme# Movement of 
fthlopia and hold too position of eka plain* I joined this organisation because 
the aino and dbjsets of 1$ wars in line with ay oea ideas* I mnt to to*i* 
nettings and likad than, and joined in 1933* fha first nesting X attended 
mas held at 2346 Pulton Street* I became a amaher of tbs Executive Council 
shortly after X jolnsd ths organisation, The organisation had about 400,000 
naabere in the United States at that tine* About 17,000 of these persons 
lived In Chicago* Up duties as chaplain are to open too meetings with prayer, 
end to direct and advise the organisation spiritually and to install the officers* 
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■Tha organization consists of an Executive Connell of Thirteen nmbere and 
•eaaral looals abroad throughout the united States* The headquartorp ef the 
ampail la at the 1mm of Madaae Gordon, 4451 p. Stats Street* $l>* W 

Connell emr Jacoh<»rt, 
Hr. Holliday, 
Joseph 

idio la 

Coencll. 

m * 

. Xe the olty of Chioego^tlMre are throe loeal ohaptara^ Xocal #1 
neete Smshy night at the Benlovard Ball, 353 1* 47th Street* The president 
ef that local la Mr. T. J oaoa . Tha approxiaa^ attendance la between 200 and 
300 people, local #2 eeeta Tharaday at 1400 Hi l||h Place. The praaidenft of 
that local is mahingtcn Branch* Tha appraxlnatoldfcsndswse of Local #2 Ip 
20* local #6 eeeta m Tueeday evening at 3144 S* State Btroet* The president 
ef theleoal la Albert Clark, and the apjrcodaete attendance in 20 ether a. 
Loeal #5 la looatad at Indlat Barber, Indiana, and the president la a Hr* 
Colllna. The approximate attendance at that local ia 20 people* 1 naually 
attend tha nesting* of all fonr of thaao locale* 


The anattlva Connell eeeta ones a ntth an tha first Friday of 
oaohoonth at Hades Gordon*# heno* The organisation has about 19 cr 20 
local* In the United States but have naebera In all hat three of the States 
ef the Union* 


Mthcrahlp Sa the organisation is pbtalnad by tha signing of a 
petition shearing agreoaant with the aiaa of Bp organisation* The petitions are 
usually signed by people who attand the meetigee of the varioua looals* IP 
alto obtain eoaberahlp threngh tha aonding cflpnanara 1 * throughout tha 
country for the purpose ef speaking to people eoassming the alas of the 
organisation* The organisation presently has a petition with two and a half 
■ill Ion naans signed to it, whloh petition has been submitted to Senator Bilbo 
of Ittaaisaippi, bbm introduced a bill Into Congress ia 1939 on behalf of the 
crgaalaatien* The erganiaatlon aleo has another petition of approximately 
one and a half aillion mass, which la presently In the possession of Madam 
Gordon, and which Mil ha submitted to Senator Bilbo. 

vV ; • ' 

Ho dues are required or eolleetad to tb* organisation* Public donations 

•re tocepted At the inUdki but do ftlpoUtia aMQbt it Asked# There are no paid 
officers la the organisation* The ficecutlve Council receives money Ikon the 
three locals ia Chicago and Loeal §} at Indiana Harbor, Indiana, bat none ef the 
other looals in tha oeuntry ersry sand any donations to the Executive Cornell* 
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*Xfc« Executive Treasurer* Johnson, keeps the homo r •ad I believe ha has » 

•bad #35*00 tef50*00 presently la his poumlct wklth art thT Amda # 
to# Executive CShrap.* I do not knar where theee Ayala are kept by JoMbson* 
tHa fganisat ion receives no tto«r fiianeM Ikon any ether source* 

T|ia purpose of to« Peace Bovaaent of Ethiopia is to return tho 
poopls of African dososnt to their herns la Jtfrioa where thsy belong* Tho 
oeastitution of tho organisation rsflsett that its alas and beliefs ars 
Charity* friendship and s oelsl activities* Its uotte U <*Oso Oil, Ono 
C sas rtn * oat People.*' XU principles ImApde lavs, pesos, truth and justice 
frr all mo with Berrios to ear Odd and pielplo and to ear osontry Africa* 

Ids abject of tha organisation is ta gst out of tho United States and acre 
is a nets migration to Africa* 

It is oar dsslrs that allpsspls af African descent be united 
under ana Ooromnant* it ia bailor oft that all persons ^o bars one-sixteenth 
African blood in their rains are af Afrioan da a u a at and af oar people* 

The organisation bollasaa that tha white nan haa node g prnajao to 
tha black nan to return him to hia own land is Africa* Tho arganlaatlsn belieroa 
that tho United States Oar flaunt will retttn the blaek nan to Africa. It 
believes that tho Uaek nan can and should bare a country of his mm, with his 
M nation* people* flag* god and money* It is tha belief af the organisation 
that until our psefls sehitro this end* we do not possess rani lniepmdence* 

We do not beliere we hare indspendenoe An this country* as wa are dapandont upon 
the ehito nan's govomnant* his flag* hid people* his anlturs* and hla nnyy* 
and in such a eirounstanca* tho blaek nan cannot ba eanaldarsd ft an* 

Tha organisation is oppossd to war; in all ferns* wa ueujd rather not 
bagr arms against japan or Qamaiy* or any etiihr country* Howsvar* tho organisation 
began nilitary training about, tha tine af tha rapansss attack ouyesrl Barbara 
This training following a revision of the constitution af the organisation* 
which revision I assisted In* Tho sonatiSutlen of tho organisation from 1932* 
at tha tins of ita revision* also nads provisions for uilitssy training within 
tha organisation but non# was srar tarried out* 

In 1938 I nads s trip to UbtrU on behalf of tbs organisation* at 
which tint X observed that our gonremsnt had an any at hnao* I advised the 
organisation or this fast upon ay return la dSgpary 1939 bat no effort aaa 
uade ta conduct any nilitary training nth "lif ^pBtjitlnn. until tha order 
was givaa by Brian Gordon about D— ri>ar of 1941* Al da hot know why unitary 
training was not undertaken before that data and oanast any what prompted her 
ta aoMaanaa tha pregran at that tine* It la ay belief that tha military train- 
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*l«t as instituted bemuse Liberia ltaalf bad an Army# 
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Z arrived in Lib aria a December 5, *£938 with Joseph Rod aoran 1 *^ 0 
!• near daeaaaad* Tha tao of ua war* amt to Liberia far tha Paaca Maraiamt 
of Ethiopia to nagotlata with that govorauat for land for a netieoel JMw» Jp 0 * 
tha black man* Tha organiaation flnenoad tha trip and bad abtainadjpa zvmz 
to do ao tinea 1932 threa gh the eoUaotioa of nieksls tad diass, jg e throogfa 
tha aala of old aerap aatarial* Tha organisation collaotad for tha 

parpaaa of financing this trip* Seehaore aad I aaah rAeivsd afoot #700*00 
apises as sxpwnaas for th* A certain amount had beat need op by tadms 

Oordom and lor preparation for the trip, tat thsy mr* ^ 

adviced by'tahdtor BUbe nat lo go and Rockmore and I vant in their place* 


Upon ear arrival In Liberia, we thereafter mat with tha preeident if 

Liberian repmblio aad his scone 11 span as ossssIa* Wo were thereafter called 
in by tha Senatorial Ceamittes of that ooontry who vara to invAtiyits tha 
parpaaa of oar mission* We obtained a signed, vrittA doeuasnt ttm the 
prMidant of Liberia, advising that that governasat would be willing to 
furnish to the black people any flpfuat af last they might choose if they 
taaigrate to Liberia* One of thaaa written doeomwts wee aent by air mail 
to Hedame QordA, and an asset eofy of that doaomeat was serried home by oh* 

Ta left Liberia on Januury 4# 1939 and returned te Chicago on January 27a 
1939* One of thwo copies of this written document as famished by .'tha 
organisation to Senat a Bilbo, and the other la prasAtly in tha ngpeession 
of Madam Oordon* Tbs last ward raoaivad firm the Liberian Dover (&£nt as a 
latter raealvad by as ttm Chart m L. Simpson, secretary of state, three 
months ago. In which ha explained tha aeoaoale off acta of tha pres At war an 
that country. 

I have never advised against registration under the Selective Service 
Act* I personally ham two sons do might bo called to boor arms f or this 
country, and if they are I shall not rebel against it* 


I was bom end reared in the United States end I have beam loyal and 
true to this country* I enlisted in the V* S. Army during the Spanish American 
War and la 1917, aa previously indicated, to servo thin country. However, I 
aa aot concerned at the pre s e n t time with the war existing between Japan and 
the United States or Qemany and tha United States* Mr only concern is the 
movAsnt of the blaek people beak heme to Africa* l believe that in the event 
Japan should d*f*at the United States our people in this country w<mld be 
treated "like hell"* I de admit, however, that in view of the fact that the 
Japanese people art aot Ailed a Sahara of tha white race, that they are acre 
probably called members ef the blaek race by my organise tiA. I do net know 
what tha condition of the blaek man might be under Japanese rule tat I a sure 
it would nat be any versa tor tha black nan than it has bam under the white 
man's rule for some of a* It is ay belief that after all of the contributions 
of a 7 psepls to "you and your ooontry," that eat let baa not bean fair, and 
that a have not boom treated as a should have barn* 
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*JI deny that la «y speech of Septambar 6, 1942, I made any reaarko 
about a esptmin draft evader, mho allegedly balanced to a Moorish group* I 
did not stated that this felloe MM refused to report for Induction because 
ef his religion and do not recall tbs audience wildly appla u d ing because of it* 

Z *ej hare baed 4 itagent at a tine Men Medan Oerdou stated that en Deowaber 
TIM cne billion black people struck for freedom, but I de reeall that njjt a 
atatcaent erne n&de by seme ono. I do not feel I an in a position to interpret 
the nooning of that sta tenant belt a*lt it does have its inf arena as. I have 
never et any tine s tat ad in a heating ef that organisation, or any other 
erganiietion, that tha negroes should stop killing th ■selves and kill nora 
shite people* I did not hear Madm Gordon state at any tine that one-half of 
the people of mdla had joined with Japan. 

"It ia not true that our organisation la seditious* I do net presently 
knew of any draft evaders witM ^ the organisation bat I have heard of sons whoa 
I do act know* The organisatloolioes not advooete that its members refuse to 
register under the Selective Service Act) however upon frequent occasions I 
will adwlt that statements have been mede by speakers at the meetings of ttoo 
organisation which ware seditious ia nature* It has been the policy ef the 
SBOwutlve Council to warn any speaker against making snob statements, and else 
to reprimand anyone who nay have dene so* VC have called Indivi dual s before the 
Council who have made statements which we eeosidered were ef a seditious nature 
and advised thee that it was net wise to apfce suoh statements* I do not 
remember the nemos of any such individuals, but I de know such statements have 
been made by speakers who are exalted and angry at tha time aald statements 
were made* I honestly stated that I eeanot furnish the names of suoh individuals 
because I do nat knew them* I have mover at any tins heard any member of ay 
organisation expr es s sympathies far eforeign government* I have beard suoh 
sympathies expressed by individuals at the lashing ton Park Forum, which I 
attended during the year ef 1940, but those individuals were never at any time 
a aember ef the Peace Movement ef Ethiopia* Suoh Individuals were tied up end 
couneoted with the "Red" organisation of this country, so indicated by their 
close association with thwa* 

I have been awqaainted with Madam tiferdon and bar h us ban d William Gordon 
sinoe 192L, at which time they also were marigiers ef the Universal Negroes 
IfcjrovMont Association. I have hem associated with them sines that time in 
that organisation and later end prweently within tha Peso# Movement of Ethiopia* 
However I am seldom with these imilvidwwls except at publlo meetings er at 
meetings of tha Executive Counoil* tf association with then has bean only for 
tha purpose of furthering the eause of the organisation - to return onr people 
tw Africa, and for no other reason. 

I am acquainted with hr, T* Jonas* who ia prasidant ef Local #1 in 
Chicago, Illinois, and hava known him for furs er six years. I am wall acquainted 
with him end meet him every Sunday night at Mm meeting of that Looal* On one 
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*«r two occasions, I hart been to hia hme whoa ho had sickness theSO* I 
bbps never hoard Jones make aa y statments concerning the war enjUm draft 
la ttli country* 

1 jgj vail acquainted with Washington Branch, oho lo the president 
of Local #2p|£ have kaoon hia for twenty years and first b oo m s acquainted 
with hia in the Universal Negroes Lapro w on t Association* 1 haws bm* 
associated with bin in that organisation and the Poaoo liomeot of mniopia 
Sines that tine* I honestly stats tint I know of no activities of ®raneh 


width indiooto that ho Is pre*Ja 


In hit opspothios* 


1 know Alio and hart known hia sinew 1939, whon I returned firm 
Liberia, gilts la e aotiwy born Liberian, sad upon my return came to no 
bemuse I bad boon In hia country* Ho ia~a amber of the Poaoo Movement of 
IfchiopiA, ofiNgn spooks, but holds no executive office* I worked closely with 
hiii in meetings end know that hw la aa alien, but do not knew whether ho 
registered undgr the Soleetivo Sunrise dot* Ho is • eeutioue man, has good 
sense, and is careful of what he soya* X do not know of any aotitdad.es of 
Alls indimtlng th at he Is nr *r iftpoaste or pro-Germn in hia feelings* 


I haws motl aly onto, that oeoaeim being on Sunday September 

U* 1942, ot wjtfoh tW ns •poke at the nootiag of the orfaniaation* I ham 
»st soon hia sShss. Bo alas la from Ubertaj however I mt hia wife 
In 1939, at which tins aho was the secretary to the oaehior of the Bank of 
Monrovia* It lo ny opinion that Sohaaek has a 0*3* Government Job* 

Z ms at one tins a eolonel In the military deportment of the 
Universal Yegrees Imprordamt Association* la such I eondactod military 
training far Mho ambers of that organisatloa. 2 boeosso o member of it the 
first Sunday of October 1919* m tbs poors that followed tint organisation 
booms disrupted sad the leedar of Ituptrews Oarrsy, mo sent snood to the 
Federal Penitentiary at Atlanta. Georgia, and later depart od to Jamaica* An 
International conference was hold in Jamaica by the ^mlvoraal Negroes Jhprovaomt 
Association, at which Maim Gordo* attended# Upon her return fire* that seatin g 
aho began the Pesos Keveaent of Ithiopla, whioh la probably the ea*a organisation, 
with the smo prlnoiploa and ideals aa the Universal fegroes Iaprcnr ament 
Association, but with a differ ant nmo* 1 hSVo nothing to do with the military 

of Ithiopla* 


bo 
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training oof the members of tho Basse Mov ement 

.—la Qfl n d uctsd mas a Weak on ladasadiy at | 

I I n ooonioad* Tho orgoniamtlon Asm not 


Liberian flag* 


train with wok pois and carries a 
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"Thia atateaeot coneiatis* fef 7 pages ha* bean raad to no and it 
trua to the boat of a/ ‘ 


/a/ David J» Logan 


Witnesses s 

4 


&L. 

Bpao: 


ial Agent, FBI, Chioego, l5x. 




IpeOlal Agent, FB1, Chicago, ill. • 
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Three copies of this signed atatanaot vara aada and ars boing ratainad in tha 
files of tha Chicago Plaid Office. 

A detailed log oa tha subject LOOM raa nafiftclnod while ha was in the custody 
of Special Agents! land thift log is being retained la tha 

filaa of tha Chicago Piald Off lea* 

On Septoebar 20, 1942 at 4*45 P.M. tha auhject LOOAS was placed in the Chicago 
Polio* Popart— it Distri ct #1 Jail at 1122 8. State Street by Special Agents 


Tha following dooeriptlen of the aubjaet LOQIW aaa obtained by observation and 
interrogation 


Sana 

tddraaa 

MHD JtHHS LOQtS 

1844 W. Plllnara, Chicago, 

HU 

Age 

68 (Bora 9/7/74* Marahall, 

Tax*) 

Haight 

5*9* 


Weight 

170 


Brae 

Brora 


Hair 

Blade 


Coaplcxioa 

Mira 


Build 

Sax 

sSr 


Eaaa 

Colored 


Teeth 

Good, Odd tooth and cram upper 


left side 









QUasae 
SCaMtiott 
itfiUl itetw 
Oboapatlon 

Nat locality 
CitlMachlp 
K«UUt«i 


Crlalaal Rieort 



Black lataaha and gray gwtM 
Right fingartlp and naila acarrad 
<**■ "AMfrioaa Bagla" and "lfaaonie 9qoara 
Ccnpaat and ft" o» laft f oraam 
mit* natal rinnad glass** 

8th gnd« 

Huriad 

1 j nimil 

' OhapUia of Paaoa Imatat 
of Ethiopia 
Amt loan 
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^1 


With regard to 

of DAVID JA«ES LOGAN as being the 


~1aH i-iRt.Pri in thp ahoyR signed statement 


Subject organization. 


±he. fnllrmring i.s.-set forth as taken from (J me ago file <it~2189, tot it led. 


SELECTIVE SERVICE": 


On January idb, i^4 2 Assistant 
United States Att orney JOHN M. KIEJ.Y authorized the filing of a complaint and 


on this same date 


BTflyT 


] was arraigned before United States Commissioner 

^ i . ^ n • -i . * r -i rwO 


ILL Km -WALKER j where he entered a plea of guilty. O n January 24# 1942 


lexecuted a signed sta tenant for Special Agent 
wherein he stated the followings 

11 1 refuse to fill out ray questionnaire because it is against ny 
will to kill anyone, also I am a member of the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia, whose headquarters are 4451 South State Street, and- Mrs* 
M. L. GORDON is President of this organization. I voluntarily 
joined the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in December of 1932 when it 
was first founded at Chicago, Illinois. Mrs. M. M. L. GORDON ad- 
vised members, to stand o n their own feet as to signing question- 
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naires. Lawyer] 
in Constitution* 11 " 


told me about conscientious objector clause 


The facts in the case entitled! SELECTIVE SEIiVICE*, were pre- 

sented to the Federal Grand Jury February* 11, 194^ and true bill of indictment 
was returned on February 12, 1942, filed in the United States District Court 
before U. S. Judge J. BARNES. I I 



The facts in this case are presently being presented to the Federal Grand 
Jury considering seditious activities in Chicago. 


PENDING 











At Chicago, Illinois, will exAtfiine the records of the Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia obtained from the homes of Subjects MADAM GORDON, 
VsILLIAM GORDON, DAVID J. LOGAN and'SBjDN JONES,' and will thereafter report 
tne results of this examination. 

Will follow and report the prosecutive action taken in this 

C3.S6* 4&- jc 

\ ■ 

% 



PENDING 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ChlCagO, Illinois 


FILE NO. 100-4932 


REPORT ^A,cr AT 

^ Sprihgfield, Illinois 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MAD* 

9-29,30-. 



REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


Synopsis of facts: 




^ c- ; - V 

c ^ ~ 
HEFEP^CE : 


Confidential Informant,! | 

| | gives history and, background of 

organization. Claims personal knowledge of entry of Japanese 
influence and money into organization in 1934, States that he 

I States that in 1935 MAZARErJE"'TjOi!ESEIvEI was 
national head of M oslems y that one LOGAN is nov.’ hea d prophet in 
Chicago unit; that| |is one of 

leaders# that members still correspond with fill JOHNS Off' BE I , 
founder of cult, at State Prison where he is incarcerated. 
Investigation of HAYNE Le^I;OBERTS> vfho corresponded with Madam 
Gordon from Cairo, Illinois, reveals probability that he is 
HAYES^ltOBEIiTS of Chicago, Illinois; no evidence of his having 
started cult in Cairo, Illinois. 


Report of Special Agentl 
dated September 16, 194* 


Chicago, Illinois, 


DETAILS? 


At Menard, Illinois 


At the T1 TinMfi state Penitentiary, Menard Branch, Confidential 
Informani [ elated the following story to the writer? In 1919 
one IRA colored, deserted his wife and children in St. 



Louis . Missouri and went to Chicago, Illinois with a woman named 
^Jwhom he has claimed since that time as his wife. Soon after 
ne arrived in Chicago he cajrye into possession of a copy ox the 
Koran and started organizing a Moslem cult among the negroes. He 
assumed the name IRA JOHNSON BEY and started preaching that the 
Moslem ffiligion was the religion of the dark races. He affected 
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with Japanese agents during the years 1933 or 1934 and began receiving money in 
rather large^jMiounts from the Japanese for the purpose of converting the 
organization to the use of Japanj that up to that^ time the teachings ox the cult 
had been promotion of the colored race to join together, to unite to protect 
racial interest against the white man* that in 1934 they added to their party 
line the teaching that the salvation of all colored races would be accomplished 
by uniting with Japan# He stated that the Sbslems at that early date we|5^ v pre- 
dieting war between the United States and Jag«p.,and laying a plan whereby a11 
negro men would refuse to go to war for the United States; that the plan was that 
when all of the young white men had gone to war and the young colored men were 
still here, that then the negroes would be able to rise up and take over the 
country, this to take place about 1945» '• .•* 


the mustaohe, pointed beard and yed fez of the Moslem and called hirasplf a 
prophet, of ALLAH; he taugnt his ■conception of the , Moslem religion lnipdciing 
the abateJLnah.ee from' the ns* nf Mat . prease. coffee and tobacco. JP® aade 


the abstjtinaftce from the use of meat, grease, coffee and. tobacco aa 
as a touefj^gf his own that all believers' should contribute the kjgpy saved on 
meat, tobac§Sj|< etc., to the cause of ALLAH, in excess of the regular dues 01 
$•25 per months thus serving both thfe cause of ALLAH and his own purse. 


land took an 
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I H lRA JOHNSON bEV c6ftqXMttnrafl,^ f 

chiaf proph et until *1929 at w hich time the members of the organization b^ ® 
elev$6jjj| one| |to a potion of authprity above^JRA. IRyiOiHNbQi'J 

’BEY, ripjfcbein g too pleased wi th the rtrpults of the election, Sent four otier 
BEYS to ng fanad b nd bring’ifcfa&to a South side apartment. In 

kidnappingf |fchey failed to finSFtjis wife who was hidden in the apartment 

, and she re coifed their action to the police. The Chicago Ppiice raided IRA r 
JttjWSOII BEY 1 s ; apartment . IRA and his companions opened Mfe and killed two o 
th^DoUce officers, to wit: WmiAM^-AIIAGlitR and HESS pHULTS, September; 

,1921. /nna nf the BEYS was killed, and IRA JOHNSON BEY. I T ncl 

were sentenced to Joliet Penitentiary where they 


still living. Ira JOHNSON BEX was sentenq^d to prison for his naourax TTrv ~w 
i.s at -present at Me nard, ftlote ; Names of officers killed, associates, da tjfc ,gl 
crime, kidnapping of I pre facts sho wn bv prison file on IRA 
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that when he Jreachecf Chicago, Illinois he iouna 
the meetings ; that these meetings wSre held ip about 
Street near the comer of AShbwrn Avenue 5 that he 1 ^ us ^ 
with this Japanese and knew his purpose was to turn e 
whites for thfitomefit of Japan in the event of a iuture 
Japanese had definite ideas as to the ajproximate ime o p 
stated that this Japanese, whose name could not recaxx, j_ 
in cash as pay and expenses for staying over in C 
that there was a plan afoot for the Japanese to marry a 
an apartmerw^n the South side for the effect it wou 
ship betweenxh'e negro and Japanese races, ini orman s ' 
positively identify the Japanese ‘if he could see xm aga 
was peculiar an<±5*he couldn't recall it* 


Chicago longer than he IP ^ 
colored woman and taxe 

in promoting, .l^iend 1 

that he 00 * 1 * 
but that the name 


• He stated that at that tim<. 

was high iVi the councils of the organization; 

Pittsburgh* that IRA was and sU" 

martyr to the cause of his race; n „ ce 

hid been sent to arrest him he would have submit ^ 

officers were 
have - any business messing 

his widow was 1 

cept her with 
ut on tne Japanese money 


till is considered a true prophet of ALLAI 
that the Moslems said W***"*^ 

sent he had mjMfH-c, 

highly respected and as at con 
him most of the time and was 
than he gave the other 1 


the half-sister of IRA J01 
t) and thereby gained her 
leader of the cult but was a yery acti ve orranMB 

Louisiana; that I I : — r 

. He stated that he had recently seen m t 
ad been ayrested by authori t i es » — He P?g e — 


He said that UITTIE MAUD GORDON was 
BEY (Madam Gordon mentioned in reference repor 
that she -ffS hardly a 1 
was born Orleans 

IRA JOH1ISGN Bfinf and a member 
where she and Madam Gordon h 
Trp.mbftr ol % influence in 19351 
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I 


At the Jequest of the writer ,[ 
LIRA JOHMSriM RTiTV amrl hPi Ha.fi p 


luxe ago. 


'•TUlAois. 

wSL 


request® cl to obtain the present, a ciare ss ox 
and also narae of the present prophet in 


address as 
goes by the''hf une’ oif 
r tjie address 
looked at. t.ha 
said that 


He returned with the information that the Prophet in Chicago was named 
IfiGAN (probably the DAVID LOGAN mentioned in. reference report) A letter dated 
September 16 t 1942 from I hs hereinafter g et forth, giving the return 

and indicating that she now 
t h e was- un able to obtain 

I The old man just 
"lwas# He 




and winked when he asked him where 


_ ted that he was to tell the people that they were not to 

that he would soon be coming home; that the Japs were going to liberate u ’ 


It 

will be noted from the letter that the present title of IRA JOHNS® aegliP^bo be 
ALLAH EL. Informant advised that Xjje Thames and titles were changed from time to 
time to suit the impulse of the leaders . 


The following letter and telegram 
JOHNS® BEY: 


from IRA 


'Sep. 16 1942 




“Brother Allah El, 
Chester State Hospit, 
Menard, Illinois 
c/o Supt. State Hospit. 


ISLAM 




"This is 

time, i trust you is feeing i'me 1 [ 
is feeling fine. 


~ll am feeling very well at 


and his too sons send Islain^_ 


Jsaid 


i know my words are inspiration and rnngnJat.i on t.<-> all iw beli ev ers. it is wonderful 
for me to believe in this great works ofAjlah. | said because you 

know for you to believe in a Prophet now. • > You have believe in the Tripith from 
Creation. | b aid I come to save all all that want to bis saved from 

the wrath of Allah by you all accepting my Words of life you will have a chance to 
live here after the earth is cleaned U9 of sin. | ]said my work is a 


deeds. 


proof. T , am a Prnnhnt i : th at ih the way j| Jfcophet is know by his words, works and 

5 


said -it make him- pleased to receive something from a 


bsIieVer because that Is some of the proof yoii fA»i the game toward ± your Prophet. 


jwrote this to me in his letter. 


his words of life and you can live# Obey my 1*rt r and ymi can . 


said iust believe 


] 







I 
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ISLAM a. . .. 

wrote me a letter and said - Sister you must strive to ao that 

which is right# the more good you do the more Allah will help you to do good* 
it is good you have united in Islam, the religion of your forefathers. Islam is 
a everlasting gosple# [ | said sister and it came from Allah# this 

is the pathway 4 that ha g been lost Prom pt MU moors for centuries and it will lead 


f moors for centuries and it win ieaa 
d you are right tn dp.sire to be humble . 


Is aid 


you home on the Mnd# | j BLXU y vm. ax^ **6»*¥. 

Allah don’t visit high minded people only to destroy them# l 

Allah and man are one, the time will cone when people will know it to he a facie# 

That m a n cannot die# they will know that death is when you pull off one overcoat 
and put on a new one, and man will know that death is when you pull off one over- 
coat and put on a new one, and jipn will know that he dont have to try to save his 
soul now there-is no failu re for the human soul for Allah is leading on victory 
is sure. [ ~~| said yes I am the Prophet Noble Drew Ali Reincarnated. 

And i always will be. The time will come when the world will know it# 

ISLA# ^ 

n I trust you was here with me. i dream of you and think of you all the time, i 

have bee true to you every sence you have been gone# i allways going to be true 

to you. i am asking my Father through his Holy Prophet to give me a good and humble 
obedienc e spirit and help me to go on in Islam# I’m going to do what 
| |say do. Then i will see Allah and his son # i call on Allah night ana aay 

to h^lp me to go on it is Allah will i am a Moslem# All Moslem should be happy at 
all time for we know Allah and his too sons is here to stay with us# I can tell 
the world that i am bless i can tell the matron that Allah too sons is here i am 
watching and waitin g looking for you truly trust i will see you some day soon in 
the moorish guide# | fcaid here 0 here all ye Nations and learn the 

Truth i am follow Allah and Allah t on sons who is not uncartion. I am so glad i am 
a true Moslem from my heart, i mean good in every thing i do i am tiying to be 
careful# What i say what i do in everytlng i do for i want to be save in that day. 

I allway will rember what you told me and what y ou wrote me. I praise Allah for 
giving me to his most Holy Son f l and his too sons said Islam and 

Temnle# N#I# said Islam) to my Holy Divine husband from 

PEACE." 


TELE GRAM 


Chicago, Illinois 

March 13, 1942 


r< Islab praise Allah. We are having another feast on March 13 in honor oi l 

I b irthday, age 1 year# We are well and trust that you are the same# Allah is 


leading on .and victory is sure# 
Peace profit and followers. 


All the Moslems join me in saying Islam to you. 


The above letter and telegram are being forwarded to the Chicago Office 
for their files. It will be noted that said correspondence was written knowing 
that same would be censored by prison authorities# 


Confidential Informant! 


further advised that he knew all of the 


leaders in the organization up to and Including 1935 and would be available to 
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testify against them if necessaryv He expressed the desire that his identity 
be kept secret until such time as it would be necessary* for him to testify* 


Menard 


J 


Illinois State re 

J-Jtinpis, displayed the i older o±' IHA JOHNSON BEY, No. 


fcfcentiary, 
to the 


writer. Same Reflected IRA- to have been fifly years old when^jPfciitted in 1930 j 
it showed hin to have been convicted as he-PadUtahove shown in the statement o£ 
informant* There was contained in the f older^^j^cture of IRA JOHNSON ® jfe* 
taken at the time he was received at Joliet and, showing him; to be weariitc beard 
and fez of Moslem Prophet. 


Also contained in the file was an order removing IRA JflfiNSON BEY 
from Joliet 4j(L Chester State Hospital which order contained the following: 

M EEY was active in a negro cult in Chicago^, the members of which denied being 
negroes and claimed Moorish descent. He has clung to his grandiose idea about 
himself and soon began preaching the philosophy of his cult to other inmates.. 
He was isolated. He is much preoccupied with religious delusions and goes; 
through grotesque ritualistic cerpatonies. 1 ' . 4 !^ 

The order further showed that his case had been diagruappld as 
paranoid dementia praecox. He has since been removed from tha;1fcospital and 
is being presently held in the psychopathic ward of the prison. 


4 


_Jidentifi«f4fcha above copied letter a»d*di*i e g rsra 
secured by informant, as having been passeacy Censor of prison, to IRA JOHNSON 
BEY. He stated that IRA had had a visitor about a year ago who wore the beard 
and fez of a prophetj that the name and address could possibly be secured from 
prison records. He also agreed to cooperate in every way possible in allowing 
Confidential informant access to IRA JOHNSON BEY for the purpose of his securing 
further information. 


advised that in his opinion IRA JOHNSON BEY 
was menthuy sauna AkCfept 35 tb, His 'fanatical belief in his cult. He also vouched 
for the reliability of confidential inf o rmaj^t' and stated that informant had told 
him substantially the same story a considerable while ago. The informant reminded 
him of this fact when an article recently appeared in the newspaper relative to 
the arrest of certain members of this cult. 




At Cairo, Illinois 

Investigation was conducted at Commercial Avenue, and said 

address was found to be the Middletown Inn, proprietor one WILSON N* RICKS* 

RICK5 is a colored constable, is about seventy years old and has a good reputation 
among the local police, both colored and white • Jnquiiy was made of him relative 
to HAYNE. I. ROBERTS, who, according to reference import, wrote to Madam GORDON 
on September 14* RICKS showed on his register v/here one HAZES ROBERTS, 4451 
State Street, Chicago, Illinois, stayed at his. Inn September 3 to 10, inclusive, 
and also June 12 to 19, 1942 inclusive. .» 

He stated that HAZES ROBERTS wa&^brown skinned man about fifty-five 
or sixty years old; height about five feet seven inches; wieght one hundred and 
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fifty to one hundred and sixty j^pnall mustache and slightly graying hair 3 that 
he was nicely dreMed and had art extra suit'^jta bag; that ROBERTS told hi® that 
he was here in regard to some property out near Hodges Park, which he hoped to 
inherit; that ROBERTS questioned him relative to hpw he could best check the 
prajerty records ih the county; that on both visiiat ROBERTS said he was going 
over"* tolfeuod City id check records in adjoining County and asked bin to go 
along and $flp him. RICKS said that jbo the best of his knowledge ROBERTS 
had no friMiga or associates in Cair&gaigW that he did not bring up the 
subjects of rhcs or reiigLon in his preserve, He said that after ROBERTS 
l*>£t his place he received a letter from a woman in Chicago; that she had a 
return address on it but that he does not rtiiejBber the name. He said he . 
helnvthe latter about a week and then return3||it to sender. 


to the S 


KS said that if ROBERTS ever returns he will report this fact 
ield Office via the local Chief of Police. 
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ENCLOSURES TO CHICAGO OFFICE: 


Letter from | J to 

Brother ALLAH EL, dated September 16, 1942 
Tele&ra® to Brother Allah EL from Chicago, 
Illinois, dated March 13, 1942. 




% 


•'j< 


■ *■ v*; 


PENDING 




UNEEVELOPEfl V «eATTR 

CHICAGO OFFICE 

At Chicago, Illinois, will atteraptr%> locate and investigate 
one HAYES R0BERTS,4451 Sltate Street, to determine if he is a member of 
subject organization, and also if he is identical with HATNE L, ROBERTS 
who corresponded with Madam Gordon from 1B01£ Commercial Avenue, Cairo, 
Illinois. 


Bfl.il ..Inna to. and, investigate 

1 1 ana wxijl attempt to ascertain xx 

J 

is with her. 



PITTSBURGH OFFICE 


. At Pittsburgh, Penr^ vl-gania. will attempt to locate one | 

illeged to have been) | and conduct 

appropriate investigation of his background and activities. 

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE 

At Menard. Illinois, atp^a-I^UJaois State Penitentiary, will 
re-contact Confidential Informant ! [ for such further information as he 
may have gained from IRA JOHNSON BEY, relative to names and addresses 
of present leaders of Moslem cult. 


PENDING 






to show that they Here taking Japanese rn dH i y at that time and part of a 
conspiracy at that early date to overthrow the Government of the United 
States. 




.VICTORY 


'BONDS 

AMO 

, STAMPS 


Jfte&rral SSureau of Snuestigatinn 
Jhtitrft ^tatM iBrpartmrnt of Justice 

los Ingeles, California 
October 13, 1942 


jireetor 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
' .ashington. I. 0. 


1'*’% 


TJ: 1* *Ti CVi'-I<T 07 -ffiSiaT 


jeer iir 


I am fural sh-ini? to the Bureau the follonin/i information ^ 

■ Il i 

a bout -..noM tiu 3 office has already ; 

ireau in connection Tilth T 


He stilted that this organization had at that tine oeen sup;. oseti 
to have; been v/orlting in the United states among the ilegroes and. ms referred to in 
the United states as 11 thiopianisin’ 1 and its center is in the ilegro Uni versity at 
. eai.ohiq . Tennessee. He further aovised that he had the impression. thatf 

is in. coin® v:i.v connected Ti lth this COIOUi FilOi’Pf. Informant further stateci 
the it he unoerstoodl lis mown to have contributed to this SCLOIvD 


|is m.coj'iie pi 

that he unocT‘G'tood[_ 
organization. 

^ i . 


| the organization c.n international racial organiza- 
tion strongly opposed to the .Lite Lace . He stated that the organisation ’.:as raade 
up of the colored races of the v/orld and apparently as ai-nad to overcome the. 


.arte lace. 


He stated that he had. in -his ponitiorf &3 Propaganda" ^;dcrot3.ry 


BUY for the . ustrian Government learned that the K'azi/ government had been using 
m T T«« this Colored front organization as method or tool fco help' To pl$t 


VOV 







(f n s 
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Director 
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October 13, 1942 


and cause internal dissension. He stated that such organization was a tool used 
for propaganda purposes in order to weaken the opposition so that at a period when 
the Nazis were ready for conquest their conquest would be made easier. 

Informant further stated that he knew this COLORED FRONT was 
being used in the United States in order to cause trouble and stir up dissension 
among the hlack race in order to weaken this country in its opposition to the 

Nazis.,-! 


]referred to the Nazis working among the Ne groes of the United 


] 


States and also made mention oif 
leader in India. 


and referred to a Moslem 


Informant further advised that all of the information he had 
concerning this COLORED FROOT organization came from his reading and studying 
this document in Vienna in 1938. 


On September 22, 1942,| pgain called this office 

after reading in the newspapers of the large number of apprehensions effected 
by the Bureau in Chicago. He pointed out that in his opinion the information 
previously furnished by him tied in with this organization and he was certain 
that— thp Negroes had been instructed by ministers in the South and by 
[organization to commit subversive acts in this country. 


Yours truly. 



R. B. HOOD H 
Special Agent in Charge 


JCE:NHD 

100-0 

cc - Chicago 










f HN 


EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



FGT:LHH 


t 


CC-287 

t 


^federal Bureau of InueffttBatum 
Infteb §tatra department of lustite 
JUnsljmgtcm, 31. C 

October 24, 1942- - 

' Ou 

MEMORANDUM FOR 


RiS: PLACE LU71- ; CT OF ETHIOPIA 
a.k.a., Tne Ethiopian Peace 
I-overaent, et al 
Ii'TTERHAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 



tp 


Mr.. Yolsen 
Mr. E. A. Tamm^ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glavin. 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichola 

Mr. Ko8od 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Hcndoa 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Harbo 




Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease 

M^s Beahm 

its Gandy 


You -will recall my previous memoranda reflecting that 
on September 20, 1942, officers of this organization were taken 
into custody by Special Agents for conspiracy to commit sedition. 
I /All were held in default of bond, except :Iadam Little Itiaud Lena 
nACordon, who was released on a bond of 010,000. 

On October 23, 1942, an indictment was returned at 
Chicago, charging „£adam Gordon with sedition in eignt counts. 

An indictment was also returned by the Federal Grand Jury at 
Chicago on October 23, 1942, j^/iarging conspiracy and naming uadam 
Gordon, Viilliani Gordon, SeonjfJones, and LavicJyijOgan. All of 
tne subjects will be arraigned next week# ' 

Respectfully, 

V 


D. A. Ladd 


7 ->n 


spv-Mfyrn 



f 


ifleiheral bureau of Snu^atigatlon 

Untied States Department of 9nstiee 

Chicago, Illinois 




October 29, 1942, 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 




1'>U 


RE: TEE PEACE UOVMENT OF ETHIOPIA , AKA 
ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT! 

MITT IE IfAUB LENA GORDON, 1VA, ST AL, 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J 

SEDITION 


Dear Sir: 


The leaderej of the above lYarip d subject organization, including 

MADAM GORDON, VYILLISJ^GORDON, DAVHPLOGAN, and SSONjJONES, ware apprehended 
by Agents of this Office on September 20, 1942, on complaints filed charging 
these persons with having made seditious statements. 

Subsequently this natter was presented to the Federal Grand Jury 
sitting in Chicago, and indictments were returned against them October 23, 

1942, charging MADAM GORDON with sedition, and this subject, together with 
the other three individuals, with conspiring to coranit sedition. They were 
arraigned on October 28, 1942, before Federal. Judge WILLIAM HOLLY and all 
subjects pleaded not guilty. Trial has been set for November 9, 1042. 

At the time of the apprehension of MADAM GORDON considerable 
records and correspondence were secured from her home, a part of which 
was a file containing typewritten copies of letters which had been directed 
to various persons from 1932 to the present time by MADAM CORDON as president- 
general of subject organization. A review of this correspondence reveals 
a copy of en outgoinr letter dated December 13. 1941. directed to j | 

A photostatic copy 

or cars letter is oerng transmitter to the Bureau and one to the Richmond 
Field Office. 

r 

T?.io United States Ajttnzmpy h.as advised that the original of this 
letter should be secured from so that it can he introduced aB evidence, 

i , ^ J aa. - /Zfz/p ~ 

? It is requested, therefore* that| | be.. inter viewed 

in an effort to secure the original of this letter. A signed statement should 
ba secured from, him reflecting the receipt o f thi s letter# Iq the ^event the 
" VICTORY original letter has been destroyed | | should be thbir&lgKiy questior.o' 

jr> as to whether he can definitely state that he received the original 

!| BUY letter by exhib itin g to him the photostatic copy"T#hich is enclosed. 

WpE ; ^ ; v ; r , , W fa. 

if BO r s w _ .„.***• Viv i 

STAMPS 


& 


.jt. 






1 
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Director October 29, 194?,. HI3: THE PEACE HO^iENT 

OF ETHIOPIA 


| | has been a supporter of ifAEAI* 00RD0K for B 

number of years considerable correspondence relating to this individual 
was found in MADAM CORDON'S files. This correspondence reflects that- he 
is in sympathy with the alleged objectives of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
and that he has represented her before various governmental boards, including 
the legislature of the state of Virginia. He should be thoroughly interviewed 
for all information in his possession relating to tills organisation. 

In view of the early date of this trial it is requested that the 
statement and exhibits, properly identified, together with the name of the 
Agent who can introduce the same in evidence, be furnished to this offico 
so that it reaches Chicago no later than November 5, 1342, 


Enc. 

oc - Richmond 


Very truly yours, 

Agent charge 


Special 


AMSD 

R’VAsMAH 

100-3932 


- 2 - 






December 13* 1941 



are acknowledging the receipt of your lot- 
^-r. r> of f* vs "be 35* T :e contents wore carefully 


not Qb • 

lea we are aware of the fact tnat our pe . 
as a whole ha e in knowledge of theaeelwee of their 
c0 n rrv* This is due to the well or anleed plan 
of the* £ Is- ve- ciders* Any student going through 
ach .Is i-nc colleges ehould b taught of hie r»oe* 
riis country* and his ancestors* This wee withheld 
from our roup* 

I so often meet educated -- on of my rece who e« 
iicve t. ot Africa is a land of monkeye and snakes 
and that it is impossible for a human being to »or- 

vi v’G there • 'hie is due to foe iesohin- ,s of the ir.ie - * 
aionarief; a lave bosses, They hate really ruined 
our people* 

I agree with you that when this war is oter we 
w*Ji ''pv '.ore support than e a v e now* black and 
w ite n i! well. 

mheiv is one thing that I cannot help appreei- 
atln , a id that is, those who ore responsible for 
our >e in In this country are well-informed of our 
Ians. 

;ur race a a whole should, not be asked if they 
are willin to return to their own country. The plane 
s'vnVer'i VS q representative number should be en- 

e -- qi j» ovemmont and Its official staff* and 
t :e eoplo cent ’-nek to their country with ut thei*.. 
consent lust js they were rou ,ht here, beenuae thpafep 
are on?.-/ a few of us who know what is best for ow 


J 
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Dee* 13# 1«41 


Those who propose to be our leaders are the ones 
who are moat Ignorant of what, la heat for the race 
as a whole* They are so ignorant, they think tha f 
the United States government la their nation* 

After spending more than 4 oenturles here as 
slavea, at this present time the aiajority of ws are 
still wards of the overnment* I am so ashamed of 
my people I don't know what to do, yet 1 know it 
Is not tneir fault* It Is the teaehlng of the elavee 
bosses* They have lost their culture, their language, 
their religion and God, so they are a lost tribe of 
Israel* 

I do hope a oamaittee of us will be privileged 
to alt at the round-table eonferenee of natlene to 
plead for our peoples best Interests, when that time 
soaes* This conference will be held as aoon as ttas 
mat la ever, and wnleaa there is a nationalist asm- 
mlttee In this conference who is interested In the 
welfare of our people as a whole. It la possible 
that someone will aeeept slavery for us again* rather 
them his own government la Africa Just as thsy did 
when Mr* Lincoln called them te Washington after 
the Civil War, We are depending on you, as we have 
la the pact* to make It poselble for our appearance 
It thill conference through our Senator Pllbo* 1 
hope ywu will write us again soon. 

This war la upon up aad going with lightning 
speed. It may be ever sooner than we ixpeet* 

Sinoerely youra. 


ULOV 


I 




AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY 


ifirhrral SSureau of tnuestigation 

Unite b States Bepartment of fHuatice 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

if i 


a;v 


* 

c-* 


0 




/. 

A' 
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A on V' . 0 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation V; 
i/Vashington, D. C. C^-'V' 7t\ 

*»>/ ,* ■ . ' /e 

X. v 

Lear Sir; 


•< y- • 




A. October 29, 1942 


: PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, 
also knovm as~ElHIOPIAI! PEACE 
JIOVEMEMT; MI THE MAUDE LENA 
" GORDON, V, r AS, et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent! 


klated 


September JO, 1942, and the teletype to the Bureau from this office dated 
October 29', 1942, in the above captioned- case. 

The leaders of the abpye named subjacjr organization, including Madam GORDON, 
WILLIAIwGORDCIi, DAVIoVlCGAN and SEONUJCNES were apprehended by Agents of this 
office on September 20, 1942 on complaints filed charging these persons with 
having made seditious statements. 

Subsequently this matter was presented to the Federal Grand Jury sitting in 
Chicago and indictments were returned against them on October 23, 1942 charging 
Madam GORDON with sedition and this subject, together with the other tnree in- 
dividuals, with conspiring to commit sedition. They were arraigned on October 
28, 1942 before Federal Judge WILLIAM HOLLY and all subjects pleaded not guilty. 
Trial has been set for November 9, 1942. 

At the time of the apprehension of Madam GORDO!' considerable records and 
correspondence were secured at her home, a part of which was a file contain- 
ing typewritten copies of letters which had been directed to various persons 
from 1932 to date by Madam GORDON as President General of subject organization. 

A review of this correspondence reveals that a letter dated May 8, 1941 was 
directed to President ROOSEVELT hv Madam GORDON. Two photostatic copies of 
this letter are being transmitted to the Bureau herewith. The United States 
Attorney 'tias, advised that the original of this letter should be secured so 
that it can be introduced as evidence in the forthcoming trial. The Bureau 
is therefore requested to secure the original of this letter and in view of 
the eirly. tf^al date, it is requested that as soon as possible the original / 
letter, together with the name of the person or persons who can introduce the 
sami r i^yavidepce,' be furni^ed this office, not later t£T3IT 
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Director October 29, 1942 


There is also being transmitted herewith a photostatic copy of a letter to 
Senator THEODORE G. BILBO, Washington, B. 0., dated January 27, 1942, and a 
photostatic copy of a letter to former United States Senator JAMES’ HAMILTON 

I LEWIS dat ed May 16, 1934. One copy of each of these photostatic letters is 
"being designated herewith for the Washington Field Office. 

It is requested that the Washington Field Office endeavor to secure the 
originals of these letters and in this connection the United States Attorney 
has suggested that a statement taken from the person actually furnishing 
the same reflectingits removal from the files will be a sufficient identifi- 
cation. 

For the information of the Washington Field Office, it is known that Senator 
LEWIS has been dead for sometime and the United States Attorney has in- 
dicated that his files are now in the custody of the United States Senator 
C. WAILAND BROOKS. 

For the further information of the Washington Field Office, Senator THEODORE 
BILBO has been in constant communication with Madam GORDON and the Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia in connection with a bill which he has presented to Con- 
gress calling for the repatriation of negroes to Africa. It is entirely 
possible that he will have in his possession other correspondence received 
from Madam GORDON since December 7, 1941, reflecting her attitude towards 
the Selective Service Act and the war effort. The Washington Field Office 
is requested therefore to submit the originals of these two letters, together 
with the names of the persons who can introduce them in evidence, to the 
Chicago Office not later than November 5, 1942. 
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ATTQgjjjSY QfeMER&L 


&kc?. uovrnm to Ethiopia, 

also knows »s KTHIOPXAS PPACB 

MovBjasmt^iTTii- mm u aw 

al 

XHTERiJAL SECURITY * J 
5EOITIOR 


13m United States AttejMiy at Chicago, Illinois, 
has requested that the originaljpf a letter dated May 8, 
iy!4, to President Roosevelt fay mdaa Gordon be seoared 
•o that it say be introduced ae evidence at the forth- 
coming trial of Kittle Kende len& Gordon, together with 
the name of the pereon ot^ a ejfeons who ein introduce it 
in evidence not later thanVvesber $, l£li2. 


This metier 1 b being referred to you for 
inetructione ae the letter wee directed to the President . 

Ho further action will be taken by this Bureau with 
respect thereto unless adviced by the Department. The 
Bureau file* do not reflect wet this letter was- referred ' 
to the Bureau by the Office of the President, 




Very truly yours, 

John' Stp- 8 cover 
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SAOChicsfO 


RE: tfm :E UOVKMKNT TO ETHIOPIA, 
aka ETHIOPIA!? PEACE MOVEiSBRTj 
iiITTIE UAUBE LENA (JORDON, WAS at al 
INTERNAL SjSCURin - J 
SEDITION 


Dear Sire 


Q • . 


Reference la made to your letter of October 29, 
19U2, regueeting that the Bureau obtain the original o f 
a letter addressed to President Roosevelt by Me d ea Gordon 
on May 8, If til,- so that it nay be introduced aa evidence 
in the furtfcosalng trial. 

. ■ 1 

In view of tuer feet that this letter WM 
addressed to the Presidentth* neater has been referred 
to theDepartoentend no effort will.be made to secure 
this letter except upon the specifl* tnstruotdens of 
the Department* 


lours 



Mr. Toll OB 

Mr. E. A. Timm. 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. G1 »tIb 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nleholi 


John Edgar Hoovar 
- 4 Director 
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Mr. MefiBlf* .-' - 
Mr. feulntt T-aittaT 

Mr. krrr. —~ 

ULsi Gandy 
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JfWiEral bureau of Unueotisation 
ilnitcft States Qppartmrnt of Kuattrp 


Chicago* Illinois. 



October 29, 1942* 


Director 

^ Federal Bureau of Investigation 

< CJ Washington, D.C. 




RE* THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, AKA 
ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT | 

MITTIE MAUD LENA -GORDON, WA, ET AL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J 

SEDITION 


^3C oooC 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agenl j | 

made at Chicago# Illinois* September 16* 1942, a v^opy of which report was 
furnished to the Little Rock Office* The leadpnfe of the above jrfamed subject 
organization, including MADAM GORDON, WILLIAM T^)RDON# DAVID l^fGAN, and S.EON 
NjpNES# were apprehended by Agents of this office on September 20# 1942# on 
lyomplaints charging these persons with having made seditious statements* 

* 

Subsequently this matter was presented to the Federal Grand Jury 
sitting in Chicago# and indictments were returned against them on October 23, 
1942, charging MADAM GORDON with sedition, and this subject, together with the 
other three individuals, with conspiring to commit sedition* They were 
arraigned on October 28# 1942# before Federal Judge WILLIAM HOLLY# and all 
subjects pleaded not guilty* The trial has been set for November 9# 1942* 




At the time of the apprehension of MADAM GORDON considerable records, 
and correspondence were secured from her home, a part of which was a file con- 
taining typewritten copies of letters which had been directed to various persons 
from 1932 to the present date by MADAM GORDON as president-general of subject 
organization* A review of th is correspondence r eveals that copies of out- 
going letters were directed to I as is being set forth: 


November 4# 1939 


March 13, 1941 


1941 


ICTORY 


UNITED 
STATES 
SAVIN O 5 

^BONDS 

AND, 




October 29, 1S42 




Director 


July 20, 1342 


August 2B # 1942 


RE: TITS PEACE EGVSITS5T OF 
ETHIOPIA 


b6 

bj]7C 


Photos to tie copies of these letters are being transmitted herewith 
to the Bureau and to the little Rock Field Office « 

The United States Attorney has advi?;ed that the originalG of these 
letters chovjld bo secured so that they can be introduced as evidence in the 
forthcoming trial. 


be interviewed in an 
a signed statement should bo 
obtained from him reflecting the receipt of same. In the event the original 
letters have boon destroyed he should bo thoroughly questioned as to whether 
he can state that he received the original letters by e?diibiting to him the 
photostetic copies which are beirg enclosed. 

He should also be thoroughly interviewed concerning tha membership 
cf the local chapter of the Peace licvemsnt of Ethiopia, control exercised 
evov the local chapter by MADAX CORDON, or any of its executive officers as 
above listed, and the funds tent by my of the locals tc ItADAW GORTON. He 
should also bo thoroughly interviewed concerning any advice received by him 
from any of the officers of subject organisation with respect to his Selective 
Service status or any instructions issued by MADAM GORDON to any of tho members 
cf the local organization in. regard to their compliance with tho Belective 
Service. 


It is requested, therefore, tha* 
effort to the nrtrrin*! letters. i 


In view of the early date cf this trial, it is requested that the 
statements and exhibits, prcperly identified, together with the name of the 
Agent who can introduce the same as evidence, be furnished to this office 
so that it reaches Chicago no let or then November 5 # 1942. 


Ero. 

oo - Little Rock (Enc.) 


Very tj^xly youre f 

/i // 

A. l;. JOHNS OK 

Sped, ar A gent in Charge 


AiiSD 

MAriOH 
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4451 % State St# 
Chicago^ Illinois 
iioverabsr 4# 193© 



?tP 

5 ore e 


'•ST 


3* ar in receipt ox your letter of 
October 51 P 1959. -e arc rise to no-, t no ^ 

• v *r-u are ou the one are rote. -• 1C * < - ~ ‘ 

U 30 formrd uifcn this .roafc ane r.o ~1 sor*-* 

Vie bad a letter fro® Senator Bilbo tiU& *oefc, • 
xe assures us fcaat ae will 
> (j *2® floor* T: .0 present war 11 - etv*..-ine 

tie iSnolete freed™ of all people of Airman 
contl so don't give p # oeoarso inslca of be 

next thro* years | the ©hoi© natter will ..c cle. 
to everyone# 

The present OiviU atioa surel* is doomed 
. ^a,-* -.,«*•? »« an of those tmo are Aolfilxx& an 

to the present order of bdr^s, will <50 «©« wtn 
the Gentiles* 

o Mj A * Via todOiC Of 11,-sVOlfi t5.0W b©gl’»X2 ;iO:. ®t 

ae l » Oinea out to u. far m I**™ 

(tmt «r.f not one ord of is r";: JJV,' „•“** t, 

The ’lack oooplo *oU bo free one Africa ■■ 

r edoesand* 


yours for t’10 froedon n*> moo, 




Y»’ - ; ~' T T7in Tl^or S' or 1 j"1 s re3i dent 7* . •• • 


.51 LO/rs 






LtesSa 


•;.!& p .to fttoriSdag you f®? you* falthfutooss also 

MbMoSaflGleG «» f e ? oi p f J^oi" * 

le *©s*«fc very rauen iso hear ©* *-••© A **^J“* S* j • 
wife 2nd hops by this time she has 

■7c ore ficn.d5.ng yon under separate cover* 

0 f* tv ^ a.nc. Speech which is the Congressional 

XcSdo » are clad to too* that you are will 
doin- all that you can regarc&QQO of tho woraes 
confusion which should act concern ns as ^ eu^o 
Sfe is a white uaa's They are jery busily 

nrr^rra in dosteoying t hcitis 8 1'v'GB 
S jSolhS 3= -oear.Ufuny period ouS ir 
tfWsosriotureao «h*a »h#y »• tteod^i rtc-*-*~8 
pfl »v others thyoats v;e uiil oe free to d© as_wo 

will as a mtioa 0 Dean let 'pis wra’rofc 
^oiio It will he drastic out J. nop© At w - UJi ‘ u 

2,Sitvb 2,0^5 o 

hot us hear frcaa you again soon 0 


Sincerely yours , 


iTLo '(iov&mp i a r©£ 



Chicago, niicois 

only 9* 19«1 





r | fy^jrfzpi) 


„ . ...... _<> '.• I-,." ir'. 0”'C “>i -.-O *ly 

*?•’ -a v.'-™ !<«wr -'• •'••-•»>“ 

at>vx?eou.a‘>:..’ «.ac y : .. • - • _,„ Ge . 

fc*>‘ciiuao i*oi» Oize roueiapuion ox o.u* reoe 

,.. v vi? r«s»o ot.'iur rocoiou wo will 

.-•' up to you because we 

V s . r :t^^ , 8^W^wwS ^* ™ ■•■* ***** *•*.?» 

Isave -‘O * --.v * -,o\y **«>w Haru 
^asC? you c/j:.u^ ~~ Vt ‘ *. • wr -her * • ’~v* whits -oao 

in *r pcopU 

&ffi>cK3;;U Jlia edueutiuu ai’iv c..flu‘oaefc« 

> .- , Trr, n, lv- ' , 3. c.oeX oi self 

lw»-e espece u»u w the' • will be 

ci£t.c.T^niv:.on :.^se«i.a^lv la 

f'-v-ccc 00 accent the issue ',u ; . .ov.- an ■■■»••;< •-• - - 

tho very ness* bivv-ve# 'AXat ^uoces^ j- < i, e , ( v.'ll not 

fee X- ^ojr. AS* Jo ?toi 2t *Ul 

js^tsns «»•*»»«? ~*« 

£«ft 4 5^ 

at is o3j??.G&t with oa for you oo co so. 

Sincerely yours # 

■TTPa’Ttri 'T”L. Oor'flon, Tx^'s 





«?e are tacknov/leluin , the receipt o r yo r letter 
of December 5, 1941* ^t la encoura ‘in ; to note that 
yea are eontlnuinj to hold on to this .reat lifeline, 
crucial hour has cose* 

• xhc time lias come to hold faster than ever e- 
forc to the cause for the redemption of hue African 
people ro no. the world* Soon this carls cloud sliall 
fade away , t her: v;e can aee our way out* 

Don’t fijht with anybody over our issue now 
h.:t tell anybody that may ask you that you are 
otaadlrvr; for the redemption of Africa and the re- 
patriation of Africans from this country* 

Your goin;3 to Little '*©ok wan a sup cation of 
your own do if' you flue it lost not to uo 1 cannot 

f&tjah hard of you. 

■fold fast to the cause until the sun reaka 
thyouji the Carle clouds. 

Sincerely yours. 


li .TT i : or don 





4^51 S, State, St « 
Chioago, 111* 

July 29, 1942 


Cs 


w 




vVe ere acknowledging your telegram of July 26, 1042 

that cane in tine for the meeting Sunday night# “e ’ i$a« 
3 , 3 : appreciate yec 'or this beautiful co-operative inter- 
est shosa in this telegram ana the sacrifice that you made 
to send it# Truly you are a sincere nan to travel 25 miles 

to represent your state# 

~c also Ik' vo your letter of July 27 inquiring about 
the telegram* Our convention was a rent success. You 
will find enclosed a copy of the telegram that we sent 
to President Roosevelt, Senator hi Too and Sol* Qox of Vir- 
ginia, for yo. r information# ha soon ae v;c receive a re - 
ply, will he glad to bring the information to you# 

Vie ask you to be of good cheer# Everything la work* 
in j out fine and in our favor all over the world# In the 
very hear future it will be publicly known that fc3ie hlaak 
run' wil free# The ^ast lo moving west very fast# ‘ibis 
country :1c completely si.ufc off from f-sia arc gwrope# Tow 
You can judge from that that the time is not long and shows 
tiiat our suffering now wi.’l not last much longer# 


U© highly appreciate your interest in yetting rs a 
tolegDao in our convention# I'le had sis telegrams from the 
southern states that represented oar membership which had 
a tueaea clous influence in our convention* Keep up the 

good work* 

Sincerely yours. 


YVM,. Cordon " 


Tu'/nQ 





1481 S« State Street 
GMcago* Illinois 

August 28, 1942 


We ere £a receipt of your letter of August 9* 1942* 
About the telegram, we bs& a reply from Son* Bilbo and 
Sol, 3©x* ^hey both spoke very favorably of it, and 
assures that a eonferenoo will be bold on the natter 
and it will be discussed at- length among the Represents 
tives In Washington in t':.e very r.sar future* 

It seems, however, that om? race issue here and 
the India situation is somewhat connected, and the coo* 
plete freedom of India yill bring complete freedom to 
the American Slack people, because the same non are 
holding them both in slavery* Roosovslt and Churchill 
are wording hand and glove in the lesue* 

We thank you very much for the new neabers Saelosed 
in yoar letter, and ask that you please continue to cell- 
eot them. 

Strery t?Mng is going troll here* So he of good 
courage and fight on. 

Sincerely yours. 


■janx&sJ&sr 


!3HRn»* fl* % Sor&>n, 


9/ => 5 • • 


$/?/•$ - ik'&iffy?' 
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ATTENTION 

The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552); Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States C 
Section 552a); and/or Litigation. 
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0 FOIA/PA □ Litigation [H Executive Order Applied 

Requester: 

Subject: 


Computer or Case Identification Number: 


Title of Case: Section 


* File b6 


Serials Reviewed: b 7 C 

II 




!IH1 

■■BSSEBiBBSBSSSSEBBBSBBi 

:9^BI 

Release Location: *File Section 

r 


i 

i 

J 

3 

This file section has been scanned into the FOIPA Document Processing System (FDPS) prior to National Security 
Classification review. Please see the documents located iu the FDPS for current classification action, if warranted. Direct 
inquires about the FDPS to RIDS Service Request Unit, 

File Number: /()6 '//(/)- Section eQ ^ 

Serial(s) Reviewed: AUl 

_ 

FOIPA Requester: 

— 

FOIPA Subject. /•WynW-ol 


FOrPA Computer Number: /a ^7^ 


File Number: Section 


Serial(s) Reviewed: 

. 



FOIPA Requester: 


FOIPA Subject: 


FOIPA Computer Number: 


* 

File Number: Section 


Serial(s) Reviewed: 




FOIPA Requester: 


FOIPA Subject: 


FOIPA Computer Number: 


THIS FORM IS TO BE MAINTAINED AS THE TOP SERIAL OF THE FILE, BUT NOT SERIALIZ: 

SCANNED" m BoeLab (RMD) 

DATP.s ATTENTION 

V A ~ . DO NOT REMOVE FROM FILE 

LAST SERIAL; 

L- 



ED. 





ifcfteral bureau of Smieatigatton 

Unit eii States -department of justice 

Chicago, Illinois 


U.L iSFORMAOT ( 
itRSN IS S/MCLASS 

f j 0l\ \ £ -liVs 

THE PEAfcE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA,"- AKA 
ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT; 

MITTIE MAUD Lm'jGORDON, WA, ET AL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J 

SEDITION 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


made at Chicago, Illinois, September 16, 1942, a/copy of which report was 
furnished to the Jackson Office. The leaders the above subject 

organization, including MADAM GORDON, WILLIAM H^ORDON, DAVID ££GAN, and SE 
#9NES, were apprehended by Agents of this office on September 20, 1942, o: 
complaints charging these persona with having made seditious statements* 


Subsequently this matter was presented to the Federal Grand Jury 
sitting in Chicago, and indictments were returned against them on October 23 
1S42, charging MADAM GORDON with sedition, and this subject, together with t] 
other three individuals, with conspiring to commit sedition. They were 
arraigned on October 28, 1942, before Federal Judge WILLIAM HOLLY, and all 
subjects pleaded not guilty. The trial has been set for November 9, 1942* 


At the time of the apprehension of MADAM GORDON considerable records 
and correspondence were secured from her home, a part of which was a file 
containing typewritten copies of letters which had been directed to various 
persons from 1932 to date by MADAM GORDON as president-general of subject 
organization, A review of this correspondence reveals many communications 
from persons residing in the territory covered by the Jackson Field Office, 
which are se^ forth as follows: p 


June 21, 1940 


.VICTORY 


UNITED 

STATES 

HAVINGS 

TJONDS 


(STAMPS 


August 28, 1942 





Director October 29 * 1942 * RE: THE PEACE MOVEMENT 

OF ETHIOPIA 


January 15, 1942 
January 21, 1941 
December 13, 1941 


March 10# 1942 
April 19# 1942 
July 20# 1942 
July 29# 1942 
August 28# 1942 


Photostatic copies of these letters are being transmitted herewith 
to the Bureau and to the Jackson Field Division# 

The United States Attorney has advised that the original of these 
letters should be secured from the addressees so that they can be introduced 
as evidence. 

It is# therefore# requested that each of the addressees be interviewed 
in an effort to secure the original letters and signed statements should be 
secured from each person reflecting this receipt. In the event the original 
letters have been destroyed the addressees Bhould be thoroughly questioned 
as to whether they can state that they received the original letter, exhibiting 
to them the photo static copies which are enclosed. 

For the assistance of the Jackson Field Off ice* thereft is also being 
transmitted photostatic copies of letters directed by| |to 
MADAM GORDON dated July 26, 1941# March 2, 1942# and April 12, 1942. I*hoto- 
static copies of these letters are also being transmitted herewith. 
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Director 


October 29, 1942. RE: THE PEACE MOVEMENT 

OF ETHIOPIA 


Each of the addressees should be interviewed concerning the 
membership of the local chapter of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia; the 
control exercised over the local by MADAM GORDON, or any of its executive 
officers as above set forth; and the funds sent by any of the locals to 
MADAM GORDON. These persons should be thoroughly interviewed also regarding 
their attitude towards the war and their support of the war effort. The 
Selective Service status of these individuals should also be ascertained 
and they should be questioned concerning any instructions received by them 
from MADAM GORDON with respect to compliance with the Selective Service Act. 


In view of the early date of this trial, it is requested that the 
statements and exhibits, properly identified, together with the names of the 
Agents who can introduce the same as evidence, be furnished this office so 
it reaches Chicago no later thafc November 5, 1942# 
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3tei*eral bureau of Inuratigation 
United States -Department of Ifusttce 
Chicago* Illinois. 


October 29, 1942. 


M 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


O 


REs 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, AKA 
ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT; 

MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON, WA, ET AL, 


ALL INFORMATION u;n 
HEREIN is UNCLASSIFIED 


VC 
H & 


INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


- J 


DeeuySir : 

Reference is made to the report of 
made at Chicago, Illinois, September 16, 1942, 
finished to the Miami Field Office. The 
organization, including MADAM GORDON, WILL! 


r 9 f>ort was 
named subject 
r iOGAN, and SEON 

'ONES, were apprehended by Agents of this office on September 20, 1942, on 
amplaints charging these persons with having made seditious statements. 



Agent 
y of whicK 
of the abi 
►RDON, DAVI 


Subsequently this matter was presented to the Federal Grand Jury 
sitting in Chicago, and indictments were returned against them on October 23, 
1942, charging MADAM GORDON with sedition, and this subjeot, together with the 
other three individuals, with conspiring to commit sedition. They were 
arraigned on October 28, 1942, before Federal Judge WILLIAM HOLLY, and all 
subjects pleaded not guilty. The trial has been set for November 9, 1942. 

At the time of the apprehension of MADAM GORDON, considerable records 
and correspondence were secured, a part of which was a file containing type- 
written copies of letters which had been directed to various persons, from 
1932 to date, by MADAM GORDON as president-general of subject organization. 

A review of this correspondence reveals that copies of outgoing letters dated 
January 21. 1941. and August 1942^ wera tH ranted to[ 


n 




in the Miami Field Division. 

Photostatic copies of these two letters are being transmitted herewith to 
^ the Bureau and the Miami Field Office. 

^ * 

The United States Attorney has advi se^xhat the original of these 
^'letters from the addressee should be secure^Pso that they can be introduced 
as evidence. „ 

canimatad. thpirnf nrp . that the Miami 

J in an effort 


as evidence. 

, 0^3 


iyicroi 




letters. A signed statement should be sec 
the receipt of thes e letters 
have been destroyed I should be thoVougbly questioned as 



In the events ©ie 
or 




d, Division SWW V 
securB the original 
ed from him reflecting 




b6 
b7|C 

Diroctor October* 29^ 1942« RE* THE PEACE MOVEMENT 

TO ETHIOPIA 

whether he can state that he received the original letters by exhibiting to 
him the photostatic copies which are enclosed. 


|should also be interviewed concerning the m embership o f 

the local chapter of The Peace Movement of Ethiopia located in I I 

| ~1 the control exercised over this local chapter by MADAM GORDON, 

or any of it6 executive officers as above listed, and the funds sent by 
him to MADAM GORDON. 

In view of the early date of this trial, it is requested that the 
statements and exhibits, properly identified, together with the name of the 
Agent who can introduce same in evidence, be furnished to this office so 
that it reaches Chicago no later than November 5, 1942. 


Enc. 

AMSD 

RWAsMAH 

cc - Miami (Enc. ) 
100-8932 
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♦Federal bureau of InuesttganuM — - 
United States Department of 3«8tir N r 
Chicago, Illinois 


# 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C, 

RE: 


Dear Sii?: 



October 29, 1942. 

I 

/ Al L IKFOBMATION COPfi'Altsfo 
HEREIJj iS UNCLASSIFIED 
BAil; jsfcifc — J3Y,5py-nrft^ 

TEE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, AKA ' 

ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT; 

MITTIE MAUD LENA^RDON, WA, ET AL, 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J lie 

SEDITION H7C 


Agent 


Reference is made to the report of Speci 
at Chicago* Illinois* September 16, 1942* c^py of which report was 
fujfaished to the New Orleans Office. The leagprs of the abpWriajned subject 
(ganization, including MADAM GORDON, WILLIAIJ^&DON, DAVIDbKJSAN, and SEON 
JONES, were apprehended by Agents of this office on September 20, 1942, on 
complaints charging these persons with having made seditious statements. 

Subsequently this matter was presented to the Federal Grand Jury 
sitting in Chicago, and indictments were returned against them on October 23, 
1942, charging MADAM GORDON with sedition, and this subject, together with the 
other three individuals, with conspiring to commit sedition. They were 
arraigned on October 28, 1942, before Federal Judge WILLIAM SOLLY, and all" 
subjects pleaded not guilty. The trial has been set for November 9* 1942^ 

At the time of the apprehension of MADAM GORDON considerable records 
and correspondence were secured from her home* a part of which was a file 
containing typewritten copies of letters which had been directed to various 
persons by MADAM GORDON as president-general of subject organization from 
1932 to the present time. 


A review of this correspondence r eveals a copy of an outgoing 
letter dated December 13, 1941 f directed toT 


Photostatic copies of this letter are being 
transmitted herewith to the Bureau and to the New Orleans Field Division. 

The United States A ttorney has advised that thq original of this 



should be secured from 


^ as evidence in the forthcoming trial. 


* t 

DTlX-iUk^ 



be introduced 



requested, therefore, that 
effort to secure the original letter, 
secured from her reflectin g this receipt. 
letter has been destroyed,!” 

ed as to whether she can state that she received the original 


_ luffiBrvfesftei-’in 
A signed statd&aent should be 
In .the eventj the* original 
hoUra^be xnoroftETrly quedjti 


f i 


tostatic copy which 



o p 









Director 


October 29, 1942. RE; THE PEACE MOVEMENT 

OP ETHIOPIA 


She should also be thoroughly interviewed concerning the membership 
of the local chapter of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, control, exercised over 
the local chapter by MADAM GORDON, or any of its executive officers as above 
listed, and any funds sent by this local chapter to MADAM GORDON. 

In view of the early date of this trial it is requested that the 
statement and exhibits, properly identified, together with the name of the 
Agent who can introduce the same as evidence, be furnished this office so 
it reaches Chicago no later than November 5, 1942. 


Enc. 

cc - New Orleans (Enc.) 
AMSD 


Very truly yours. 



KtTAsMAH 

100-8932 










We an acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
of December 1, 1941* Tour letter found us all well 
and Juat as happy ae a dead pig in the sunshine* 

Sappy f«r two reason* : 1. because you arc roll and 
doing well, 2*booause the war of Armageddon brohe 
out Sunday Dec. 7, and is spreading like wild fire 
all over the world* 

i 

lew mweryone can aee what it is that we have 
worked hard to show our people*, vlirou h this great 
battle all men of the down-trodden racer shall he 
free, The present order will be completely wiped 
oat, 

I hope my people In the south will 3.1ft fp their 
heads and cry in one voice "our freedom has come at 
last/, I delivered your special message to Hr a . Stub a. 

All the members Join me In lovei to you and they 
will be glad to have you return to c hioa 0 o at anytlae. 

All the f eaily is well also* we strong, have 

no fear, keep looking east. The time is up* 

Sincerely yours. 



/ 

/ 



UNRECORDED COPY TO INVEST. OiN'iT 
ORIGINAL, TO LABORATORY. 


^v; 4V , 


f L 

iflrDrral SSurcan of imirattgation 
United States department of 3uatice 

Chicago, Illinois 


^5^ 


October 30, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ATT: Technical Laboratory 

Washington, D. C. 

RE: PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA 

ALL INFORMATION CO NTAfMED M3CTTrE MUI) LEN ^ GORDOW «ith anas 
HtREIK IS UNCLASSIFIED ikeebjml secobot - j 
DAiUaift^ B Y Stosem* SED T" - I 

Dear Sir 

Reference is made to the laboratory report dated 10-19-42, Bureau 
file 100-124410 in the above entitled case in which is reported the res ults of 
the examination of an anonymous letter addressed tc | | the 

envelope of which was postmarked at Chicago, Illinois 9-22-42, knd which was 
sent to the laboratoiy for examination by my letter of 10-8-42. 

There are being transmitted herewith four additional specimens which 
are described as follows: 


b6 

' b7C 


1. Two page letter handwritten in oenp il with the heading "44§1 
S. State Street, Chicago, Ills. 


Upil with the heading "4453- 
I and signed by Mrs. M.M.E; Gordon. 


2 . Four page letter handwritten in pencil with the heading *4451 
S. State, Chicago, Ills., to I the 


- 




envelope in which this letter was found in Madam Gordon 1 s records is also beingvL 
included. HS - 

• V 

3. One page sheet of plain typing paper on which is hand written 
in pencil on both sides of the paper and beginning as follows: "Chicago, 111. ,:j 
Oct. 12, *39, a Raferlation frome the P.M.O.E." 

0FI3S DESTROYED 

4. A smalL notebook on the face of which is the word "Summer", and ' 
containing a picture of a man and a woman peddling, ji .c anoe . This notebook 


contains penciled notations and writings. 

S ■, n 

■ v,y 


A / V \ t * 


1 


% The technical laboratory is requested "to afford’ fifieee'fbu/ exhibits g 

ax caApar is on of the handwriting appearing on each of the specimens numbered 
^ 1 ^fi'rbugh 4 in an effort to establish that they were wlrifcten^lg^ sgtoeg person 

1 igtory] EX - 




BUY 

UNITED 

STATES 

SAVINGS 

/bonds 

and 

IV STAMPS 


— AIR MAIL, SPEC., REGISTERED 





if' 


ft 





# 



Director 10-30-42 


Peace Movement to Ethiopia 


The laboratory is further requested to compare the handwriting of these 
specimens with that appearing in the anonymous letter in instant case forwarded 
to the Bureau on 10-G-42. 


It is believed that Madam Gordon with alias, who is the President 


General of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, is the author of specimens numbered 
1, 2, 3 and various notations appearing in specimen No. 4* This subject 
together with three other leaders of the Peace Movement to Ethiopia were 
apprehended recently by Agents of this office on charges of seditions These 
subjects have- all pleaded not guilty and the trial in instant case has been 
set for November 9, 1942. Therefore it is imperative that these exhibits 
together with the results of the_ laboratory examination be .furnished -this office 
by November 5., 1942. In the event an identification is effected the presence 
of the laboratory technician will undoubtedly be necessary in the trial. 



Very truly yours 


Special Agent in Charge 


RWAtFB 

100-B932 



w 
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SWMsDKS 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Report 


November 5 , 1942 


Iv. 


j 


ft 


Mr. C. A. F<mm_ 
Mr. Clegs 


Mr, Qla*ln__ 
Mr. Lodd_ 
Mr. Nlctioia_ 
Mr. Woaon . 


Re: Peaoe Movement to Ethiopia Lab # 

Kittle Maud Lane Gordon with alias, 
et si. | 

Internal Security - J) Station. ■ ■ , . ... 

i. if,: ■ '".fyin ; . 


100-124410-29 

92874 


Examination requested by: 

> 

Reference: • 

Examination requested: 
Specimens: 


Chios*# *£- 
Letter of October JO, 1942 
Document 




Q4 First sheet of letter written on lined paper beginning “Peart 
Dear friend dent be***". 

Q5 Second sheet of "letter written on lined paper beginning "but we 


cant give up****, 
q 6 Fi rs t i 

nln* | 


.< I 14 


paper begin- 


07 Second sheet of letter handwtttten in pendl on lined paper begin- 
ning “Where le Can Make 1 ewe", 

Q8 Third sheet of letter handwritten in pencil on lined paper begin- 
ning "2 Onset Wn Plasa Farm with us a Uhldad***". 

09 Fourth sheet of letter handwritten in penc i l on lined paper begin- 
ning ■ 2 We shell not Fight***", 

010 Bavblspe without stamp or postmark addressed to "M. H. L. Gordon, 
4451 South State Street, Chicago, minds*. 

011 One sheet of plain paper ufcldh is handwritten In pencil, a letter, 
beginning "JLRalerlation f— tb P.M.0,8. #***. 

Q12 Small notebook on tbs lass sf .which is the word "Sumner" and a 
picture of a man and a woman piddling a cease. 


ftiMMUfriLA'liONS SECT ION 

mailed B 

At * molt 


««*««« 


Mr. Carson^ 
Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Mendon_ 
Mr. Hollomai 
Mr- McQuIrO 
Mr. Quinn T« 

Mr. Neaee 


date of 


the twl nation In which epedaee* 04 through 012 
aped— he Ql. 02 and 03 subsdtted by your office 
or 8, 194V It wee concluded that none of the persons 
04 through Q12 wrote specimen n 01 through 03. 


U. S. OEPARTHEHT 0MB8 

-r 4 


X 


2^0 . cego 


■— 1-Laboratory 


Mias Candy 


») (R80ISTSRSD AJR MilL) / 

' ■ 




y 


l/', 


Page Too 

Laboratory Report 


After comparing the Instant specimens with each other, it was 
concluded that the person who wmAs specimens 04 and 05 also wrote 
the words "hear under White sopraSty" and ^helpless” appearing on 
lines 3 and 4 end line 15 respectively on .specimen 07 j the words 
"dark akin peple of the Baai", found on lines 3 end 4, and paragraph 
number 2, appearing on Q 8; paregraphs numbered 4 and 5, 09; ail of 
specimen Qllj all of the writing* appearing on th* fifth page of 
specimen 012 with the exe^j|^on of the words "erery day"; the be 

writing appearing on. pagilraef specimen Q12 with the exertion of bic 
the name "Harold Hopkins'* and the toshers and aLl of the writing on 
page 7 of apeoimea Q1Z The remainder of the writing appearing on 
specimens Q4 through Q12 was concluded to have bean written by 
persona different than the writy yf specimens 04 sod 05 with the 
aoccsption of the writing on thmtoflrer of Q12; page 1 (tine blotter) ; 
the words "Japanease Council S. Ignioh e" appearing on pa ge 2; the 
writing appearing on page 3j the words | l ead the 

nuobers appearing on page 6 and the writing tppesring on page 8. 

Mo conclusion could be reached in regard to this writing doe either 
to the limited amount of wwjffing or the abamaee of coagjsrabl* material. 
Specimen Q10 is not comparqpt being typewritten material. 

It should be noted that sp*dMien* 04 through 012 are being 
treated as questioned specimens inasmuch as the identity of the writ) 
of these specimens is not daflhl&a3y knoen. 

Specimens 04 through Q12 mire bean transmitted to your office 
under date of Moytober 4, 1942 by Registered Air Hall. Photographic 
copies hare been retained in the Laboratory's file. 




air mail 


Jflrftrral bureau of Investigation 
United States Bepartmrnt of Justice 

Chicago, Illinois 
October 31, 1942 


SPECIAL DELIVERY 


ib6 

|b7C 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B. C. 


7'2'^f SPi-QSfMP* 

/ 

Ret PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, aka 
ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT; 

MITTIE UATJDE LENA "GORDON, with 
aliases, et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent Richard 
dated at Chicago, Illinois, September 30, 1942, a copy of which is being trans- 
mitted herewith to the Washington Field Division and St. Louis Field Division 
in t he above entitle d case. Reference is further made to the report of Special 
Agent ] [ New York City, dated August 12, 1942, in the case entitled 

"""•Pacific Movement of the Eastern World, Inc., Internal Security - J, Selective 
Service, Espionage,* of which the St. Louie Field Division is the office of 

origin. j / 

s y y 

For the information ctf/the officeh .receiving copies! of/ this letter 
subjects MADAM GORDON and DAVTD^OGAN, SEOirjONES and wnidAMJSOiDON were 
apprehended by agents of this office on September 20, 1942 on complaints 
charging them with having made seditious statements before audiences of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia* Many of these statements have indicated sympathy 
with the Japanese* This matter was presented to a Federal Grand Jury sitting 
in Chicago and an indictment was returned on October 23, 1942. The subjects all 
pleaded not guilty and the trial has been set for November 9, 1942* For trial 
purposes it has been considered especially important to establish the connection 
existing between the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and the Pacific Movement of the 
Eastern World* It is further deemed important to establish the Japanese 
connection in existence with the Pacific Movements of «’6H®9Eastern World.,/,, 

Inasmuch^ the facts pertaining to the Pacific Movement of the , 

Eastern World were presented to the Federal Grand Jury in. St. Louis that office 
is being requested by this letter to furnish all information in their possession > 
concerning any connection between these two groups from 1932 to date and further 
to furnish any Japanese connections with the Pacific Movement of the 


* -3 



i' 

V 


If* 

t> 





Director, 10/31/42 


Re: PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA. 


the same and can introduce documents in evidence so that the information reaches 
the Chicago Office no later than November 5, 1942. 


For the information of the offices receiving copies of this letter 
MADAM GORDON admitted i n her un signed statement contained in the reference 
of Special Agent | ldated September 30, 1942, that she had been 

in the Universal Negro Improvanent Association from 1920 to 1929* 


report 

acting 


iual named r 
U.N. I.A. h 


b6 

b7c 


t»ho were at that time speaking before meetings 
I. A. he -i.0. at wtn and State Streets* At this time MADAM GORDON 
[ | was telling the colored audience that he was a Japanese 


1 


Negro Improvanent Association from 1920 to 1929* She 
states that she attended a conference of the U.N.I.A. held by MARCUSM3ARVEY 
in Jamaica in 1929. After returning to America from this conference MADAM 
GORDON states she became disgusted with the U.N.I.A. and took no further 

active part in any of t.hair meetings. ftranatlma-in 1Q31 nr Kn?., she advises 

that she met| pnd a third 

individual 
of the 
states that 

Major sponsored by the Japanese Government and that he would get the colored 
people to live in Manchuria or Africa and MADAM GORDON states she heard him 
talk on several occasio ns. After founding her organization on December 7, 1932, 

I came to her delicatessen store located at 4451 S. State 
that he was going to start the Pacific Movement of the 
Eastern World and that he wanted her and her group to go along with her* Sirs. 
GORDON stated that she refused to help him in any way but knew he continued with 
the Pacific Movement of the Eastern World* Subsequently she advised she went 
to a meeting of t he Paci fic Movement of the Eastern World in Indiana Harbor, 
Indiana, and that | { was speaking to this group* MADAM GORDON asked him if 

she could circularize a petition there which he agreed to let her do, and this 
was the first of her petitions to the Government of the Unite d State s calling 
for the repatriation of the negro to Africa. At this meeting | |told the 
audience that the Japanese Government had sent him to get these people back to 
Africa and that he was working under the direction of the Japanese Consulate* 


l a 

she advised thatj 

Street and told her 




MATAM GORDON states that the Peace Movement of Ethiopia headquarters 
-located at 209 E. 51st Street and then moved to 3333 S. State Street* 
came to her house and demanded the signatures on the petitions that she 
naa collected* MADAM GORDON stated that she and her members threw him out of 
their headquarters and the reason she did this was because she realized he was 
a foreigner and she further stated he was not sincerely interested in helping 

the colored people a nd, was simply defrauding them out of their money* She 


advised that 
on December 



3 speaking in the Odd Fellows Hall at one of her meetings 
and that whan she came to the Hall he refused to let her 


+ 


Director, 10/31/42 


06 
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Re: PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA 



in. w ftnA M QCRDON stataa-Jjhat she and her followers then forced their way into 

the meeting and pat | | outside, whi ch cause d a controversy between 

GO RDON* s fo llowers and those following] | She further stated that] 

anil Continued to organise and that t-tiay ware taking money c<jmine_ 

persons in connection with the soldier’s bonus. She advises that 

speaking before her group in St. Louis, Missouri, and that when she heard 1 
this she made a trip to St. Louis in this connection, but that when 1 | got 

word of her coming he left St. Louis before MADAM GORDON had a chance to see him. 


to 

was 
of 


States that 


In the signed statement contained in the refer ence report of Special Agent 
bated August 12. 19,12. on Pa ge 7 ,£ 

| two $1UQ bins each to finance their 

activities among the colored people. He further states that his first work 
in t- M connection was in Indiana where he organized in Indiana Harbor and 


and he went there about twice a week. He advises he 


that 

recalls the name of one of the officers of this local as being a 
colored, who is one of the original founders of the PEACE MOVEMENT uf jsxHj.ut'ia 
and was a stanch supporter of MADAM GORDON for many years. He then advises 
that he organized in the City of Chicago and that meetings were held at the 
Odd Fellows Hall, 3333 S. State Str eet and tlya t the officers he rom ancers there 
are one Mrs. GORDON and a man named 
advises that after his m arriage in 


Further in his statement 
he went to Chicago where he 



h that while here in Chicago he visited a meeting 

* 


or me Peace M ovement, or Ethiopia of which Mrs. GORDON was the president and a 
was also connected with the organization, and he sta tes that he 
was informed upon this visit that a Japanese by the name off |was connected 

He advises further that 


Bcpiained to him 


with this organization. 

that the Japanese Government was attempting to arrange the marriage between a 
member of the Royal family and a princess in Ethiopia which would further the \ 
Japanese in terest among the colored race. In this connection it is known that 
Ls marri ed to a negress a nd lived with her for sometime in Detroit, 
Michigan. Further, | ~ | has told audiences of the Peace Movement of 

Ethiopia since December 7, 1942, that he was instrumental in causing a marriage 
between a Japanese and a negress in 1932 in that he financed the preacher, one 
Rev. PHILLIPS who is now deceased, in perJhraing this marriage. In the signed 
statement of T fTT.T. TAU and MADAM GORDON both of them admit that this event actually 
took place but they are unable t.n recall the correct name of. the .form nape who 

was married to the negress] LhHaipg it was a and 

MADAM GORDON advising this was one| | 1 1 


Inasmuch as 


^3 presently interned 


Field Division that office is requested to thoroughly interview [_ 
effort to determine that he was the individual who was married to the negress 
through the aid of lb*, and Mrs. GORDON. In this connection a membership card 


the Kansa s City 
in an 


- 3 - 


«r 



Director, 10/33/42 
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Rej PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA 


in the Pacific Movement of th e Easter n World for| |was found in 

the records maintained at the | I resi dence* The Was hington Field Office 

is requested by this letter to interview | [for further information 

in his possession with regard to the connection between the Pacific Movement 
of the Eastern World and the Peace Movement of Ethiopia* He should be 
questioned concerning the reception that he received front the hands of MADAM 
GORDON, it being noted that the statements of Mrs* GORDON reflect she threw 
him bodily out of the several meetings. He should be questioned also as to 
the reception he received from her hands at the last meeting he attended of 
subject organ ization in 1938 and the further identity of the Japanese 
identified as| fwhcta he alleges was connected with the Peace Movement 

of Ethiopia at this time# 

In view of the early date of trial it is requested that the statements 
and information obtained in this connection be furnished to the Chicago Office 
to reach here not later than November 5, 1942* 


RWAishg . . 

100-8932 

cc - St. Louis (end*) 

Washington Field (end.) 
Kansas City 


Very truly yap*s, 

— 

a. h. (ama&JfJ 

Special-Agent in Charge 




'johNiEo£a& ? h<5over 

.DIRECTOR 


t 


CC-287 


In Tolson.. 


RRR:ggm 
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SSurrau of Imiesttgatiim 
United States department of 3«atire 
ffiasfytngton, d. <E. 

October 5, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CUNHIN' 


Re: MRS. MATTIE MAUD IMA GORDON, 

Peace Mcnrement, Chicago, Illinois. 



Mr. E.A. Tamm. 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavi n 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr . Rosen 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson . 

/Mr. Coffee 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Kramer. 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. HarboJ 


Mr. Quinn Tamm. 
Tele. Room_ 

Mr/ Nease 


lof the State Department displayed to the 
writer an excerpt from a letter directed to the State Department by// ' 
American Minister Lester A. | Walton at Liberia, West Africa, dealing' 
with the alleged peace movement of the colored race in the United States 
The excerpt is as follows: 



please say that 



n In passing on clippings to 

Mrs. Mattie Maud Lena Gordon, President-General of the sor>' 
called Peace Movement, whose organization, with headquarters 
inChicago, is under investigation by the F.B.I. , charged wit 
subversive activities, is the same individual who has been -/Ti 
strongly advocating Senator Bilbo's scheme for American NegTdee 
to settle in Africa. Her claim of a 4*000,000 membership is- 
pure bunk. Equally as fantastic is the assertion that members/ 
of the Peace Movement are Liberian citizens. Late in 1940 the 
organization, sent two male representatives to Liberia, who 
were informed by the Liberian Government that selective, not 
mass immigration, was favored." 


felt that 


it would 


1 


advised he was passing along this information as he 
e of interest to the Bureau. 




7 - 3 -% SPH' fatj/wi 
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FGT'DXM 

100-124410 — ^ I 

r * ■ 

Date: Oatcbsr 20, 1942 
To : SAC , Chicago , 


H 


/*• 

A >, 


From: J. Edgar Hoover 
Subject: 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


0 

THSJPBACS 
THETttHIOP 
mmtXL SBcufl: 



TO ETHIOPIA, AKA 
MOVEMENT*, ET ALj 
j| ssDUtou 


Information baa been received trm the StateDepartment 
lattar wae directed to that Department Jjgjr the Anar loan Minister 
West Africa, Letter A« Walton, dealing vtth the alleged peace sovement of 
the colored race la the United statee^ypn exc erp t from tide letter la 
quoted aa fbllcvei 


"In paaelng on 
tore. Mattie Mead Lina 
Peace Hoveaent, wheee or 
la under investigation by 
aoti Titles, la the same indivi 


lli. Tol»on, 


This Information la being f 


■ ^Sftetanoe In the above-captioned out, 


r. Ql,rln_ 

tlr.n*dd_ 

Mr; NieieU. 
>llr. Ro«»n 

.’llr. Trttjr 

Mr » Ciriofl 
Mir, Caffty 
Jllr . Hendon 

1 fifr. Kfimer 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Quinn Timm. 

Mr. N«tg© 


-jK.oh v . ' >• 1 ! - %F 1 r! ° N 

I'u t- 1 •&,- 


IV, 


-£r. U 


u rj4'/ 


'ft&i'iAl f'JM/O M fflVfe^TWATiON I 




please say that 

ident-Omaral of the so-called 
with headquarters in Chicago, 
u, charged with eubvereiva 
ano ha a bain etrongly 


advocating Senator Bilbo's echeNMlpr American Negroes to settle 
in Africa. Bap claim of e 4,OOO,0$b membership la pure bunk. 
Squally as fantastic la the assertion that aambmrs of the Peaoe 
Movement are Liberian olUsena. Late in 1940 the organisation 
sent tso sale repr e a a n tatiTea to Liberia, who ware Informed by 
the Liberian OOveiMMOt that edeotive, hot aaat immigration, 
was favored,* 


to you for your Information and 


,»«• 


, ..-^wnTw. i-r ’ r • 

- i-pV**' ■ -r: ' ; V> 
hi; ; . ••• • • -J y> 

i£p9r(8M* 


‘ ■<% 


I 



K, M« L. OGRDEN, XMtm^L SECBRITT J, SBDIfKa 


OCTOBER 




V «o a 

A- Tami#^ 


ijfiehols 


fc/Caraon 

| f Hand on. 
Ir>; Kratntr 


■ 


ruire 

nn Tamm 


^Gkady 



Ih 


•r ?; fr.-. 

fe 

ft; 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
"'■-•DIRECTOR 



FGTjIHH 
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♦rtacral bureau of HtweattjstWm 
ISntt eft §tates department of Justice 
Hlaal^nptan, d. <2L 
October 29, 1942 

•~f / 

MEMORANDUM FOR JKB-SHffieTOFT^ 


Mr, To1*ob_ 

Mr. K. A. Tamm_ 
Mr. Cleggs 
Mr. Glavin^ 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nicholi 
Mr. RosenJ 
Mr. Tracy J 
Mr. Carson, 

Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Htudon 
Mr. Kramer, 

Mr. McGuir< 

Mr. Harbo_ , 


RE: PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA 

a. k. a g/ 7 Ethiopian Peace Movement, et al 
SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J 


Mr. Quinn Tamxn_ 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Naaae. 

Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 


You will recall my memorandum of October 24, 

1942, reflecting that an indictment was returned at Chicago, 
on October 23, 1942, against Madam Mittie Maud Len&feordon 
and others, charging them with sedition and conspiracy* 

Mittie Gordon, William Gordon, Seen Jones and 
David Logan were arraigned on October 28, 1942; all pleaded not 
guilty and their bonds were continued. In this connection 
it may be stated that all were held in default of bond, except 
Madam Gordon who was released on a bond in the sum of $10,000. 
Their trial is set for November 9, 1942. 


Respectful 



<0.v 

D. M. Ladd \ 


7r0% 


SMGSt/jYH 
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5-14 PM 


IAJ 


FbWhICACO OCTOBER 28,1942 

DI^pTpR 0 

HAY/' PEACE. MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA yAKA ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT. MITT 1 _ 
/MAUD LENAC/GORDONA'AS ETAL INTER&AL SECURITY,. SEDITION. SUBJECTS MITTIE 
0 GORDON, WILLI A$(GORDON, SEOfJl/ONES AND DAVII\£OGAN ARRAIGNED TODAY 
fOLLOWING GRAND JURY INDICTMENT RETURNED OCTOBER TWENTY THREE, FORTY 
TWO. ALL PLEADED NOT GUILTY AND BONDS CONTINUED. TRIAL SET FOR NOVEMBER 
MINE, NINETEEN FORTY TWO. 


E 


END 

S-15 PM OK FBI WASH C 
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'■tin* To lion, 

fj*r- * a: 
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. Ih IU...J 

T»»ejr_J 
||». C»raonj 
^Mt. Cot (*/_ 
‘i|r. Hendon 
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Examination requested by: 

Reference : * 

Examination requested: 
Specimens : 
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ifcdrral fSurcaix of Jmicstigation 
United §tatea Department of Uuatice 

Chicago, Illinois 
November 9, 1942 


y. • 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
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ATTENTION! TECHNICAL LABORATORY 

RE* THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, 
also known as Ethiopian Peace 
Movement j MADAM MITTIE MACD LENA 
GORDON, with alias, et alj 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


Dear Sir* 

There are enclosed herewith the following specimens for examination 
by the Technical Laboratory! 

No* 1* A letter on the letterhead of the Pe ace Movement of 


Peas 

EthioniA. dated -April 16. 1941. addressed tot 

_ |and be- 

W8 thank you for your personal 


ginning, 

letter." 


-i 


No* 2* Latter on the letterhead of the Peace Movement of 
RtMaoiA. dated Marc h 10. 1942. at Chicag o- TTHnnia. ad 


jsaed 


r - 


Etpis 

beginningTE | We^have had yours," and ending 

"Sincerely yours, Mrs* M* M* L./Gordon, Pres*" 


MO* S* Letter, dated Se ptember 8, 1942, at | 

addressed to Secretary, local Board No* 


6844 South Racine Ave. , Chicago, 111., beginning, "Sir,- I re- 
ceived your 'Selective Service Occupational Questionnaire and 
ending, "Respeotifully, [ 


VICTORY 
BUY 


The above letters which are typewritten are being transmitted to the 
Technical Laboratory \with the request that an examination be conducted to 
ascertain whether /these three Jatters were typed by the same typewriter. The 

k 2 Imf , 

J ' -$*■&&&* 


ne uypowrmer « in# 

f b r 


NAVI NOS 

/bonds 

ANO 

\ STAMPS 
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Director 

RE: PEiCE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA 
November 9, 1942 


paper of the three letters should also be e xamine d for any similarity 
existing* 


It is requested that the results of this examination be furnished 
to *m* Office as soon as possible inasmuch as the members of the above- 
entitled organization have been scheduled for trial on December 8, 1942* The 
trial in instant ease was originally set for November 9, 1942, but was post- 
poned until the later date* 


Ends* 

RWAjZM 

100-8932 




INVESTIGATION 


FEDERAL BUREAU 


CKICAJO, m XHOE 



REPORT MAqE tlY 


REPORT MACE AT 

WASHINGTON, D. C 


JCR:KOJC 


11/2/42 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL' SBCTJBITX - J 
SEDITION 


PEACE MOVEMENT; MITTIE KATOE LE] 

i»57 Fnui ' — "" 


;ordon. 


Original letters of siifetect to United States Senator 
THEODORE 0«$BILB0, datdf^-15-40, 5-29441,' $-6-41, 
1-27-42 and. copy of telegram dated 8-4-41 obtained 

frost subject's correspondence) folder maintained hv 

^Senator BIL BO. | 

proper person to introduce .them into evi- 
requests that original letters and 

_ _ jr n«»n/U <vn. 


deuce. [ 


copy of telegram be ret urned fed Senai^r. btt.ro t .c 
after use as evidence. I 

an signed statement, 

aavisea letter or sut»ct to SenatoV LEWIS, dated ' 
5-16-34, mas undoub teflllc de stroyed by him after Sena- 
tor JJfllfl S'* death. | ( farther advided that Sena- 

tor RB0 0K3 has received no correspondence from subject, 
| proper person to testify regarding destruction 
of letter* However, requests that his depositi on be 
taken. Statements ofl sat out. 


REFERENCE: 


Letter to Bureau date#* October 29, 1942, from the 
Chicago Field Division# : 


AT WASHINGTON: D. C. 


interviewed and stated 


Bureau 



i 


% 


* 

V 


•••* 


that there has been considerabj^ correspondence between the Senator 
and Mra» M. M. L. GOHDON of 44^%outh State Street, Chicago, II-' 
linois,’ inasmuch as the Senator n|s sponsored a Bill in the United 
States Senate which would provide tSwr the expatriation of negrsjpf 
and aid to the negroes in establishing ^Colony in Africa. Jgg^lfeted 
that all such correspondence ^ a folder entif 


“President M. M. L. Gordon” . 
^porting Agent and its contents were 


ated, this f oldSr to the 

, „ „ ^J-ly perused in order to 

determine if the subject in any of her letters indicated her attitude 
toward the Selective Service Act and the war effort. 

In a letter dated June ljr, 1940 to Senator BILBO, subject 
states, that the black people of Amer&^fc-have nothing to do with^-this 


war, and are African descendants and 



Itizens of this 



In a letter to Senator BILBO dated fey 29, 1941, subject 
stated that ”lt may be after they have sufficiently murdered each other 
tome one will come to the conclusion that justice would have been the 
best way out. That is what the oppressed people of the world are ask- 
ing for. Justice.” ; t v" ,x 


./$ 

, i W$ 


In a letter dated August “«k*1941, to Senator BILBO, sub- 
ject describes her arrest on August 2,^^4l because of her activities 
at a local draft board in Chicago. In & telegram to Senator BILBO at 
Poplarville, Mississippi, dated August 3, 1941 by W. G. GOHDON, notice 


was given of Mrs. GOHDON* s arrfet. 
information is being submitted 
information. $ 


</■ 


In a letter dated Januai^Qijj 
which is in the possession of the “ 
titude in the war effort is reflected^ 


It should bf pointed out th?t this 
Chicago field Office for their 


( , 1942 (photostatic copy of 
Field Office) subject's at- 


The original of the January 27, 1942 letter, together with 
the originals of all the above mentioned letters and copy of telegram 
dated August 3, 1941, are being .transmitted to the Chicago Field Office 
as enclosures with copies of thi^report. 


I '$/*■ 

advised tJ^at he is the proper person to sub- 
poena should testipofty be necessary fo^ihe introduction of these letters 
into evidence. He further advised thabVfte desires these letters and 
copy of telegram returned to the office itff Senator BILBO after their 
use as evidence. 


s- 


SX' -" ; 


[ gave the reporting Agent the following statement, 
the original of which is being sent to the Chicago Field Office, and a 
copy being retained in the file of the Washington Field Offices 
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"Washington, D, C. 
November 2, 1942 


make the following' statement to | 

| whom I know t<r : fee a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or 
promises have been made tp me in order to obtain 
this statement. 

"In recent years Senator Bilbo has been re- 
ceiving correspondence from Mrs. M. M. L. Gordon, 
Executive President of the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia, whose offices are at 4451 South State 
Street, Chicago, Illinois, regarding the Senator's 
Repatriation Bill which he has sponsored in the 
United States Senate* Among this correspondence 
there has been letters received bearing the follow- 
ing dates: June 15, 1940; Hay 29, 1941j August 6, 

1941 5 January 27, 1942. Ttese letters, upon their 
receipt in the Senator* s office, are read and filed 
in a folder labeled President M» M. L, Gordon and 
this folder is maintained in the Senator's office. 

This folder , also contaijMd a copy of a Western Union 
telegram dated August 4p i 5fe941, addressed to The Honor- 
able Theo, G, Bilbo, United States Senator at Poplar- 
ville, Mississippi, from ?/. G. Gordon, 4451 Sduth 
State Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


bp 
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he above mentioned letters 

and, at that time, | | 

on all of these letters and the mentioned telegram 
upon delivering them to Special Agent Robinson. 

"I have read the above statement consisting of 
one page and it is true ani correct in all detail. 





"WITNESS: 


•?* 


ZsZ 


Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation." 


was interviewed and gave the reporting Agent the following signed state- 
ment, the original of which is being sent to the Chicago Field Office, 
and a copy being retained in the file of the Washington Field Office: 

a "November 2, 1942 
V Washington, D. C. 


make the following statement to f 
I > »hom I know to be a Special Agent of the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
promises have been iftjjde to me in order to obtain 
this statement. 


"Prior to the el ectiafe of Senator Brooks, 

1 Honorable United States Sena- 
tor James Hamilton Lewis and upon his death all 
correspondence of the Senator ! | 

custody and stored pending the disposal of same 
by Mrs. Lewis. After a shor t period all official 
correspondence was destroyed ! 

of Mrs. Lewis. The letter of Mrs. M. M. L. Gordon 
dated May 16, 1934 to Senator Brooks was undoubted- 
ly destroyed at that time. 

"I have read the above statement consisting 
of one-half page and it is true and correct in all 
detail. 



jecial Agent, 


Federal Bureau of Investigation." 


t6 

B7C 


further advisecTThat he would be the proper 
person to subpoena should it be desired that the fact of the de- 
struction of this correspondence be introduced into evidence* However 
he desires that rather than be subpoenaed to Chicago, that his deposi 
tion be taken here in Washington* D,. C. 


'Mix. 


further 


pondence between subject and Sef 


ised that there has been nqreorres- 
£tor C. WAHAND BROOKS. |p- 


HEFERBBD UPON COMPLETION f6 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


ENCLOSURES TO CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION 




Original letter datedfbj©.15, 1940, addressed to 
Senator THEODORS G. BILS$l>y Mrs. H. M. E* GORDON. 


Original letter dated Majr29, 1941, addressed**® 
Senator THEODORE G. BILBO by Mrs. M. M. L. GORDON. 

Original letter dated August 6, 1941, addressed to 
Senator THEODORE G.J3ILB0 by Mrs. M. M. L. GORDON. 


' i.’,’ • 


Copy of telegram datejfcAugust 3> 1941, addressed 
to Honorable THEODORE 1$. BILBO, by IF. G. GORDON. 

Original letter dated January 27, 1942, addressed 
to Senator THEODORE G. BILBO by Mrs. M. M, L. 
GORDON. *- 
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Original signed. statement of I 


November 2, iy4<!. 

Original signed statement o 


dated 


November 2, 1942. 


dated 


A 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ClUCAXxQ* ILLINOIS 


LR FILE NO. 100-1577 


1 

REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

REPORT MADE BY 


LITTLE ilOCK* 43K. 

11-3-1942 

WHICH MADE 

11-2-1942 


AOC 


Tn “ the PEACE MOVEMEPT TO ETHIOPIA, also known as 
ETHIOPIAN PSAC3 MOVEMENT; MITTI3 MAUD LENA 

GORDON, with alias Madait Gordon; WILLIAM GORDON; 
DAVID LOGAN, with alias J. B. Logan, D. J. 

Logan; 


JONES. 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



V'Qriginal letters in possession 
A 1 mitted to Chioage herewith, TH 


. \T 


REFERENCE; 


DETAILS : 


Statement obtained from TOMMIE j THOMAS in which he 
identifies letters received from MADAM GORDON, 

of THOMAS tr&ns- 
THOMAS advises he 
reoeived instruct ions from GORDON in 1959 to fos- 
ter movement in Arkansas, but states effort to 
establish locals in state failed. According to 
THOMAS he has secured 590 names on petitions 
which were forwarded to GORDON in Chicago, In 
April 1940 THOMAS remitted $1.85 to GORDON but 
denies any further remittances, THOMAS denies 
receiving any instructions relative to non- 
compliance with the Selective Service Act, 


» P - 


Report of special Agent 
dated September 16, 19427 


Chicago, Illinois, 


Letter from Chicago to Bureau dated Ootober 29, 1942, 


In accordance with the request set forth in referenoed 
letter the Reporting Agent proceeded to Grady, Arkansas where 
the following individuals were interviewed in an effort to 
determine the identity and present whereabouts of TOMMIE THOMAS, colored. 


advised that she recalled 

I . I hut that 

employed. 


sne Old not know wLar-e ha IttbH nr W Via m«~ 


APPROVED AN a 1 Special. AgcniM 

F0RWARDED:IJ\V^A*> J Vj fT&jJLjL 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


/\ 

f&o t;- m 

' ■ •" * ' r j 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT f ‘ J 

5 - Bureau 

3 - Chicago (1 U.S.A., Chicago) 
(eno«) (AMASD) 

1 - St, Louis, (information) 

2 - Little. Rook 

j j 
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T HE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, et al 


LR 100-1377 


from Chicago, Illinois, and that this fact had aroused some suspicion in 
her mind. 

Woods Store, Grady, Arkansas, 
advised that he nad no record of TOMMIE THOMAS. 

Lincoln county, Ar kens as, 

advised that he mas not acquainted with a negro named TCMMIB THOMAS, but that 
if ha was residing in the vicinity of Grady, Arkansas, it was very likely 
THOMAS was employed by the General American Life Insurance company farm or 
the Peachback farms, 

General American 

Life Insurance Company, advised that he did not have a TOMMIE THOMAS employed 
and that he had no information relative to any activity among the colored 
people in that vicinity, 

| ~ the Peachback farm, Grady, 

Lihriapiri that. he was not, nrnnainted with TCMCtE THOMAS, but inquired 


who was working onf 

Cold Spur, Arkansas, 


advised that he was acquainted with 
jjfarm a few miles west of 


advised that he was not aqauaintaA with TOMMTE THOMAS, but in quired, of a 
oolorad man hv the name 


[ 


5 


and 


advised that he knew TOMMIE THCMAS and that TOMMIE THOMAS 


resided across aavou Barthoiamsw on land owned hv a negro 


dJZ 


TOMMIE THOMAS was interviewed by the Reporting Agent and 
the following written statement was obtained* The original of this statement 
is being transmitted herewith to the Chicago Field Division, 

"11-2-42 

Lincoln county. Ark 

I, Tommie T homas, make the following free and 


whom I know to ho a 


voluntary statement to 

special agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats 
or promises of any kind have been made me in an effort to 
induce me in making this statement and everything said in it 
is the truth. 


"I was born March 10th, 1695 in Lincoln County, 
Arkansas, In 1923 I left Arkansas and moved to St Louis, Mo 
where I was employed by the Terminal Railroad Association of 


« 2 ** 
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THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, at al 


LR 100-1577 


St Louis for a period of 13s years, I then worked for 2 or 3 
months with the Missouri Pacific R R Co* at St Louis, Later 
I worked for the TUPA in St Louis and ny number there was 
79290, 

"I left St Louis Sept 18, 1939 beo&use of the ill 
health of my wife and returned to Gould, Arkansas, 


"About two weeks before leaving St Louis x joked the 



Peace Movement of Ethiopia and was a member of Local 17, It 


that time. Shortly after coming to Arkansas X tried to form 
a Looal at Coal Spur, Arkansas but the attendance was very scarce 
and I gave up the idea of setting up a Local, Since being in 
Arkansas I have attempted to follow the infractions given me 
in person by Madam Gordon while * was in St Louis and during 
the two weeks I met with Local 17, These instructions were to 
form a Local in Arkansas if I saw fit and in any went to secure 
signatures to pass a bill in Congress, 


"As stated above 1 have failed to establish a Local 


in Arkansas but have secured approximately 390 signatures on 
a form supplied me by the NEtional Headquarters, 4451 S State 
St, Chioago, 111* These signatures have all been sent to 
Madam K M L Gordon at the shove address. Madam Gordon sent 
me 15 cards & 15 buttons which evidence membership in the 
movement and I sold them to the people for 6 cents for the button 
and 10 cents for the card. All of them have not been sold but 
on April 29, 1940 I remitted by postal money order, receipt Ho, 
162523, to Madam Gordon, the sum of $1,85, No other money has 
been sent Madam Gordon by me or any one else that I know of. 


"I have received letters from Mr s.M« M, L,”* Gordon, 


Executive President of the movement and have in my possessions 
letters from her dated August, 22, 1941, January 14, 1941; 
March 13th, 1941; December 13th, 1941 and June 21, 1941* 

These letters have voluntarily bean delivered to Agent Wood 6f 

the F,B,I, I also state that I have heard read by Agent wood 
copies of letters dated November 4th, 1939; July 9th, 1941 and 
JUly 29th, 1942, which I received from Madam Gordon and state 
that X recognize the content's of all these letters and know 
that I received them. These letters have been burned up but I 
say again X received them from Madam Gordon, 


"This statement is true and correct, 

/s/ TOMMIE THOMAS, 


3 




THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, et al 


LR 100-1377 


'WT r » v W hI^IQ 


- Special Agent FBI” 


******** 


TOMMIE THOMAS had in hie possession certain original 
letters received from MADAM GORDON and the dates and contents of said 
letters are hereinafter set forth t 

"January 14 , 1941 

Mr. Tommie Thomas 
Star City Route, 

Crigler , Ark. 

My Dear President:- 

We acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of January 6, 1941# We are thanking you for the 
list of signatures that you sent us and the interest 
you have shewn which means that you are still work- 
ing faithfully on your job. 

We are here doing all that we can so do 
not become discouraged but continue to get signa- 
tures for us and let us hear from you regularly# 


Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

ii.K.t. 1 '' Gordon, Pro si dent" 


Mr. Tommy Thomas 
Star City Route 
Crigler, Ark. 


******** 

"March 13, 1941 


t|6 
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My Dear Mr. Thomas s- 

We are thanking you for your faithfulness also 
acknowledging the reoeipt of your letter of March 10th, 
IVe regret very much to hear of the illness of your 
wife and hope by this time she has recovered. 


— 4 ** 


41 



(Signed) 


M.M.L# Gordon, >res# 


Chicago , III# 
June 21, 1941 


Mr, Tommie Thomas 
Crigler, Ark. 


My Dear Mr. Thomas % 


"We are acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
of June 7, 1941, and we were very grateful to hear from 
you# 

"We realise you are living in anxiety, looking 
forward for the coming of the new world and we are sure 
it is not in a far distance. Se hold, on a little longer 
and be of good oheer. We oan not loose. We appreciate 
your letter and are expecting to hear from you again in 
the near future. 


Sincerely yours. 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, et al 


LR 100-1577 


"We are sending you under separate cover, five 
of our Bill and Speech which is the Congressional 
Record. We are glad to know that you are still 
doing all that you oan regardless of the worlds 
confusion which should not concern us as a race# 

This is a white man y s war# They are very busily 
engaged in destroying themselves just as the 
Prophet Joel has so beautifully pointed out in 
the Soriptures. When they are through slashing 
each others throats we will be free to do as we 
will as a nation# Don ! t let this war disturb 
you# It will be drastic but I hope it will not 
last long. 

"Let us hear from you again soon# 

Sincerely yours. 




THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, et al 


LR 1001377 


”4461 South State St# 
Chicago* Illinois 
August 22# 1941 

Mr# Tommie Thomas 
Gould* Arkansas 


My Dear Mr# Thomas: 

n I am in receipt of yours of August 17* 1941 and 
appreciate it highly# 

"Work as you have never worked before for the time 
is now at hand# We are in a new controversy 
and have to appear in Court on the 25th of August* 
on another false charge# 

"If it be the will of Allah I will write you and 
tell you in detail what happened# 

Yours for the freedom of the race# 


MMLG/rlg" 


(Signed) 

iirs. M. M. L. Gordon, Executive Presi 


lent# 


******** 


"December 13# 1941 

Mr# Tommie Thomas 
Crigler* Arkansas 


Dear Pres# Thomas: 

"We are acknowledging the receipt of your letter 
of December 5* 1941# It is encouraging to note that 
you are continuing to hold on to this great lifeline# 

The crucial hour has come# 


"The time has come to hold faster than ever be- 
fore to the cause for the redemption of the African 
people round the world# Soon this dark doud shall 
fade away# then we can see our way out# 

n Don f t fight with anybody over our issue now 
but tell anybody that may ask you that you are 
standing for the redemption of Africa and the re- 
patriation of Africans from this country# 


— 6 — 
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"Your going to Little Rook was a suggestion of 
your own so if you find it best not to go I cannot 
think hard of you. 

’’Hold fast to the cause until the sun breaks 
through the dark dbuds. 


Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

M.M. L. Gordon" 

******** 

All of the above mentioned letters were voluntarily given 
the Reporting .agent by THOMAS and they are being transmitted herewith to the 
Chicago Field Division* These letters have been properly identified by the 
writer* 

THOMAS also voluntarily gave the Reporting Agent the 
envelopes in which the above mentioned letters were enclosed, and in addition, 
gave the writer an envelope postmarked Chicago, Illinois, March 4, 1941, 
showing the return address to be 4451 State Street, Chicago, Illinois* 

These envelopes have been properly identified by the writer and are being 
transmitted to the Chicago Field Division* 

THOMAS also had in his possession the original of the 
hereinafter quoted instrument which was voluntarily given the writer and the 
same is being transmitted to the Chicago Field Division herewith* 

"Chicago, Illinois 

TO vmoti IT MAY CONCERN* 

This is to certify that the bearer* 

M r. TOMMIE THOMAS , , is duly authorized by the 

Executive Council of THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA to 
represent and protect the interests of THE PEACE MOVEMENT 
OF ETrilOPIA, in every oity and state where individuals of 
African descent way reside! to establish Locals wherever 
he may deem it advisable, and to g ive proper informa - 
tion' "concerning THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA. 

Kindly extend to him the proper courtesies and 
cooperation, for whioh we thank you. 

(Signed) 

Mrs. M. W. L. Gordon, President” 

- 7 - 
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(Signed) 

S. Holliday, Secretary 

Hull and Void after February , 1942 

MMLG/eh" 

ft******* 

The above mentioned certificate has been appropriately 
identified by the writer# 

As set forth in the signed statement executed by TOMMIE 
THOMAS, copies of the letters dated November 4# 1939; July 9, 1941, and 
July 29, 1942 wire read to THOMAS ANd he immediately recognized the contents 
of said letters and definitely stated that these letters were received by 
him from MADAM GORDON, According to THOMAS the original letters had been 
misplaced or destroyed, but that he could positively state that such letters 
were received by him# 

THOMAS stated that so far as he was concerned, the peace 
movement of Ethiopia was an organization such as a "Lobby" which was 
sponsoring the passage of a bill through Congress which would give Africa 
to the colored race with transportation to said place being furnished by 
immigration authorities# He said that he knew of no other motive of the 
movement# 

THOMAS advised that lie had been greatly interested in the 
idea of returning to Africa but would not give his reasons for being interested# 
except to say, "That over there we might live as we are supposed to live"# 
According to THOMAS, he has talked to many negroes in the vicinity of Gould 
and Grady# Arkansas and finds many of them disinterested in the purported 
movement# THOMAS added that when talking to a oolored person about the Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia, he explains the purpose of the organization and requests 
them to execute a petition, THOMAS stated that he had securid the names of 
390 negroes to various petitions which he had transmitted to Madam GORDON in 
Chicago, Illinois# THOMAS added that it was his understanding that Madam 
GORDON forwarded these petitions to proper government officials in Washington, 

D. C# for the purpose of securing action thereon by Congress# 

THOMAS further stated that he could not furnish the names 
of any negroes in that vicinity who were actually interested in the peace 
Movement of Ethiopia# He stated that negroes who had signed the petition 
were not considered members of the movement but were merely indorsers of the 
Congressional consideration of the Movement# THOMAS was very positive that 
there were no Locals in Arkansas# 

THOMAS advised# however# that should a local chapter of the 
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Peace Movement To Ethiopia be established in. Arkansas it would be under the 
con-rol and supervision of Madam GORDON and her assistants. He Btated that 
so far as his personal work was concerned in an effort to foster the movement 
in Arkansas, he made all of his reports to M ada m GORDON in care of the 
National Headquarters, 4451 South State Street, Chicago, Illinois, 

As reflected in the signed statement of THOMAS under date 
of April 29, 1940 he remitted by postal money order the sum of §1,96 to 
Madam GORDON, which, according to THOMAS, represented money defived from 
the sale of membership buttons and cards, THOMAS exhibited to the writer his 
Postal Money Order receipt =$'162523 which reflected the true date of this 
remittance and the payee, 

v 

- TH OMAS further stated that while he was a member of Local 
$17 at St, Louis, Missouri in 1939, he never paid any dues and knew of no 
funds remitted by the Local to ^dam GORDON. He said that at the present 
time he knew nothing of the present requirements of the Local Chapters for 
the reason that he had not been connected with one since 1939, 


THOMAS informed that he had never received any advice or 
instructions from Madam GORDON or any offioer of the peace Movement to 
Ethiopia with respeot to his own Selective Service status or relative to -die 
position of the organization with respect to complienoe with the Selective Service 
Act by any of its msmbers, THOMAS exhibited to the Reporting Agent his 
registration card which reflected that he registered in Lincoln County, 

Arkansas on April 27, 1942 and is now a registrant of the Lincoln County 
Draft Board, Star City, Arkansas, 


The wri±ar_inl&rviewed 
resides near THOMAS, and| pdvised 

relative to his Seleotive Servioe status, [ 
registered with the Local Draft Board at Star City, 
the present time been rejected because of physical defects. 


colored, age | Ivsho 

•c nat thumb s nad never spoken to him 
stated that he was 
Arkansas and had up to 
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The following is a physical deBoription of TOMMIE THOMAS 
as obtained from observation and interrogation: 


Place of birth 

Date of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Complexion 

Hair 

Peculiarities 


Lincoln county, Arkansas 

March 10, 1895 


RICH 

178 lbs, 
light 

short (black and kinky) 

F/ears mustache. Scar on top of head 
(on the left an d front part of head) 

rife* Married 20 years. 
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Marital status 


# 


A 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT 


TO ETHIOPIA, et al 



LR 100-1377 


be 

blC 


THpMAR Brj-iT-i -hVin+. during the crop year of 1942, 
had. been financed by , Grady, Arkansas# 

It has been noted by the writer that no specific reference 
is made in the statement of TOMMIE THOMAS relative to -the receipt of a letter 
from Madam GORDON dated August 28, 1942, but said letter was read to THOMAS 
by the Reporting Agent and he specifically acknowledged receipt of same# 
Mention of this letter was inadvertantly omitted from the statement* 

A review of the indices in the Little Rook Field Division 
refleoted no additional information relative to instant organization or 
any of its officers# 


None of the people interviewed by the Reporting Agent 
and mentioned herein could furnish Information pertaining to the activities 
of THOMAS. 


ENCLOSURES 

TO THE CHICAGO FIELD OFFICE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS » 

Original letters received by TOMMIE THOMAS from Madam 
GORDON, dated January 14, 1941; June 21, 1941; August 22, 1941; December 
13, 1941. 

Certificate executed by M.M.L. GORDON and HOLLIDAY 

wT 

Five envelopes bearing the dated set out above with 
reference to the letters* 

One envelope bearing date of March 4, 1941* 


PEND IMG 
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THE PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, et al 


LR 100-1577 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


T HE LITTLE ROCK FIELD DIVISION AT GRADY, ARKANSAS s 

Will conduct such investigation as is necessary in the 
immediate vicinity of Grady, Arkansas to definitely ascertain the activities 
and associates of TOMMY THOMAS* 


AT PINE BLJFF, ARKANSAS: 

Wi ll attempt to determine the identity of one [ 

, residing at | 

name o? this individual appeared on one of thfl— Laitar. 


The 

5 received by TOMMY 
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should also be 
'the purpose of 


THOMAS from Madam GORDON. The activities of 

ascertained and she should be openly interviewed with . . 

obtaining any information relative to the operations of the Peace Movement 
to Ethiopia in Arkansas* 
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CHICAGO^ ILLINOIS 


Date lia.de: 

11-5-42 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT OP ETHIOPIA, aka 
' Ethiopian Peace Movement; MITTIE ii/vUD 
LEHA'-GORDOM, wa. ET AL 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Peri oh : 
11 - 2 , 3-42 


File No. 1 00 -5561 

Made by; 

CAP : AP 


Character: 


INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


A Original of letter from Madam GORDON dated 
v Decexhber 13 , 194 U together with signed state- 
ment Vs to its receipt, furnished by EARNEST 
SEVlEfV^OX. COX is unofficial representative 


»7 • , », U 1 / * 

Apprd’v 



COPII 


' 5 - Bureau (Enel.) 

3 - Chicago (1— USA) Enel. 
1 - MID - Richmond 
3 - Richmond (1- 100—4539) 
-~C DSGT-t'.QTPL I J- f "X f^’-3/Y' 




. an.i other negro colonization movements. 
Background, information relative to these or- 
ganizations given by COX -who disclaims knowledge 
ox any subversive or pro-Japanese activities -by 
them. Copies of letters written by GORDON since 
her arrest denying Japanese connections also fur- 
nished by CQK. 


RUC - 


Letter from Chicago Field Office to the Director 
dated October 29, 1942. 


aT RICHTiOMD, VIR GINIA 

?£/»I03F!ST SEVIER COX, sale sumn for the Laburnum Realty 
./t Corp.j 924 E. Main Street, residence address, 14 N. 
f \(r ‘ .4th Street, was interviewed at the Richmond Office. 
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He stated that he was tne unoiiicial representative of the Peace movement 
of Ethiopia and of other organisations who advocated the return of the 
negroes to Africa. In comoction with the letter written to him by madam 
GOitDOK under date of December 1.-, 1941, copies of which accompanied re- 
ference letter, CQL furnished the following signed statement: 

"RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
November 3, 1942 

I, T :,/^i.r. E3T SEVITfi GQX . ma ke the following statement willingly 
and voluntarily to | j ihom I know to be a Special Agent of 

the federal Bureau of Investigation i Ko tnreats, force or promises have 
been used in obtaining this statement • I know that I do not have to make 
any statement ana that it my be used against me in a court of law. 

0 

I have known a-Iadam ,h. iy. L, _GQiiDQI T , leader of the Peace iiove- 
ment of Ethiopia, for several years and have been corresponding with her 
since 1933 or 1934* To the best of my recollection I v<rrote her a letter 
about November 25, 1941, though I uo not have a copy of this letter. I 
received a letter from her in reply which was tinted December 13, 1941 
The body of this letter began with the paragraph, "he are acknowledging 
the receipt of your letter of November 25. The contents v/ere carefully 
noted”. The concluding paragraph oi this letter read as follows: "This 
war is upon us and goiny vxth lightning speed. It may be over sooner than 
v/e expect". This letter was sijieu by k. L. COItbOf ana was addressed 
to me. 


I retained this original le tter fr om i.. i . L. GOjdJON anu 
iiave turned sane over to Special agent | |l observed him place his 

initials and the date in the upper right-hana corner of this letter. I 
know it is the same letter I received through the United States nails 
from k. hi. L. GORDON and I recognise the signature as being hers. 


I have turned this letter over 
and voluntarily. 


to special agent] frailingly 


I am also turning over to him the envelope, postmarked at 
Chicago, 111., December 13, 1941 in which tills -letter was received by me. 

I have read the above statement consisting of one page ana 
it is true to the best of ray knowledge and belief. ’ I sign it willingly 
and voluntarily. 

/s/ EANiNEST SMIExi COX 
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This statement, together with the original letter ana the en- 
velope in which it was receiver, are enclosed with this report for the 
Chicago Fie la Division. This letter ana envelope were identified by the 
writer, ivho can introduce the same as evidence. 

COX, who is white, furnished the following background inf or- 
ration in regard to himself and these negro organizations. He was bom 
in the fountains of Tennessee, larly in life he took an interest in the 
negro problem ana took a post graduate course at the University of Chicago, 
studying Ethnology, Political ocience and :iace sociology. Fired with the 
ambition to learn more about the negro, he went abroad from 1910 to 1916. 

For three years he traveled all over the continent of Africa, travelling 
irom Cape Town to Cairo, much of the distance on foot. He also crossed 
Equitorial South id.ieiica and visited other parts of the world. 

'lien he returned to this country, he was convinced that the 
only practical soliition to the ne.^ro problem was to remove the negro to 
Africa, He said that there is a sharp division of opinion between the 
"Amalgaraationists" and the "seperationists" • The former group, repre- 
sented. by such negro organizations as the national Association For The 
Advancement of Colored People, believes in fighting to raise the negro to 
the level of tue white man ana the eventual fusion of the two races by 
miscegenation. The latter group, composed ox 3uch organizations as the 
Peace Movement oi Ethiopia and the Universal Negro Improvement Association, 
basea the solution of separation oi the races by transportation of the 
negro to Africa, COX said that his study of the race problem in various 
countries of the world haa convinced him that the leaving of the negroes 
in this country would eventually be to make mulattoes out of all of us. 

COX stated that he spent ten years writing a book entitled 
"White America" which he published himself, he has also published sevei^al 
pamphlets, "Let Ily People Go" , "The South’s Part in I ongrelizing the Nation" 
"Three million Negroes Thank The Gtate Of Virginia" and "Lincoln’s Negro 
Policy". He furnished copies of these pamphlets which are being retained 
in the files of the kichmona Office. The following quotation relative 
to . K. L. rOitDOr is taken from his paiaphl et-" Lincoln 1 s Negro Policy" and 
may be pertinent. 

11 After the exile of Garvey there arose Negro leaders, several 
of them, who sought to effect a minor * program of Negro repatriation. Them 
particular interest was directed toward securing and developing small con- 
cessions in Liberia, or in effecting small settlements on Liberian lana, 
or upon the lana in Liberia which is held in trust for American Negro 
colonists. Garvey had proved to be the greatest of the Negro publicists and 
the greatest oi the Negro organisers* There was now to arise a mighty 
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Negro repatriation movement not dependent upon press publicity • Garvey 
aiaed the cause of Negro repatriation, but his organisation also carried 
other concepts of racial uplift. The new movement is confined to a 
single ideal — "To return People of African Descent To Their Motherland, 
Africa". It v/as this new movement, a "Peace juovenient" , which prepared 
the gian Hogro memoraial to Presiaent koosevelt, as ^iven above. 

"The* leaaing personage in securing this great petition to 
the Presiaent is a woman, Iirs. 1 l. L. L. Gordon, Presiaent of the 
"Peace Movement’’; an indomitable spirit, making hundreds oi speeches, 
carrying on extensive correspondence, rallying those whose hope is weak, 
ana instillin, a rugged enthusiasm ior the cause of Negro repatriation. 

It is safe to say that if any American white woman had obtained so great 
a memorail for presentation to the President ox the united States for 
any purpose whatsoever she would quickly gain the attention of the 
nation. But the Negro woman remains nationally unknown • The memorial 
is wholly the work of Negroes. In its implications it would affect the 
future of the white race, and the black, as no other measure brought for- 
ward since the days of Abraham Lincoln coulu affect them. In the scant 
space given in the press to the Negro memorial there was a tendency to 
treat it lightly. It has, however, been greatly increased in signatures 
and the memorialists plan to ask the Presiaent to permit a select com- 
mittee to submit to him. the enlarged memorial. 

"Paul Cufie relied upon his personal resources to begin the 
repatriation movement, Marcus Garvey sought to have Negroes buy their 
own ships. Cuffed purpose was understood and supported by eminent 
white people. Garvey begged for white understanding anu support, but 
it was not accorded him. Bishop Turner frankly recognized that any 
effective program of racial repatriation was beyond the power of the 
American Negro, ana he held that the movement should have bi-racial 
support, for both races would profit by it. The Presiaent of the "Peace 
movement", her capable advisors, and the signers of the mighty memorial 
ask for white support bn the assumption tiiat the movement would benefit 
the condition of the whites, particularly white laborers. Lincoln, and 
Clay, often used a similar approach* — an economic one. But the signers of 
the memorial show as well a spiritual longing to live among a people of 
their own kind." 

COX informed that the PhOE was formed in the Jack Johnson Hall 
in Chicago, Illinois in 1932, a year or two later he ana I.iudam (XMDON 
began corresponding. He stated that he was particularly interested in 
the PMOB because it was the only negro organization whose sole aim was 
the removal of the negroes to Africa, which fitted in perfectly with his 


Wfr- 


ideas. He said Madam GORDON frequently wrote him about their movement. 
He characterized her as a nervous, fractious, idealist with unbounded 
energy. He saia she was a tireless worker in getting signatures to a 
petition to the President, aimed at the colonization of the negroes in 
Africa. COX said that two million signatures had. been obtained and as 
a result they 'were able to get the Virginia ajia Mississippi legislatures 
to pass bills requesting Congress to render assistance in resettling 
our eoloreu population in Africa. COX said further that Senator BILBO 
of Mississippi hau produced a bill to this ena, but that when the war 
broke out. no further effort was made towaru the immediately enactment 
of the bill in view of the obvious impossibility of carrying out its 
provisions during war time. 


COX said he also worked in cooperation with the Universal Negro 
Improvement Association, who likewise fought for the removal of negroes 
to Africa. He exhibited to agent a letter from JAPT , President 

General or this organization, enclosing a copy of a’ resolution passed at 
the national convention or the organization in Cleveland during the Summer 
of 1942, which urged the vahole hearted support of the negro race' an the 
country* s -ur effort. 


COX saiu that this organization, together with the PMOE, formed 
the bulk of the Tr sepe:*ationists n , He said that formerly the organization 
known as the National Movement of People of African descent, had been 
allied with these groups, but has since collapsed. Y.TATp^OUGHERTY of 
1 |was president of this 


group. 


COX stated that there is no branch of the PMOE in the State of 
Virginia and that it is largely located in the Northern and Western states. 
He said further tliat there was only a small remanent of the organization 
of the UKIA in Richmond but that there was an active chapter in Norfolk, 
Virginia, before which he had spoken on several occasions . COX spoke 
frequently of his friendship with MAi'iCUS^ARVJTY, founder of the UNIA. 

COX said that Madam GORDON had very little money when she J 

founded the PMOE and so far as ho knew she had no other source of income 
other than the contribution of members . Ho stated that he, himself, 
had never received one cent for his services to the society. He said 
emphatically that he liad never seen any indication that the PMOE was a 
subversive organization in any way and he was certain its sole aim was 
to found a nation of their own for the negroes in Africa. He said he 
could not believe that it was an off-shot of thu^ISlack Dragon Society, 
as was indicated in newspaper releases relative to the apprehension of 
Madam GORDON and the leaders 01 the other negro cults. He said that he 
knew of no attv±mpts by tho Japanese to inf lit, ate ana aid not believe 
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that any such attempts would have been successful. However, he fur- 
nished agent with copies of a letter from Mauaia GORDON dated September 
30, 1942 arid October 1, 1942 (which was af Ror the date j)i her arrest) 
in which she stated that an oriental named] j had asked 

the PMOE to assist hin in the organization ox the Pacific Movement of 
the Eastern If or Id, Madam GORDON said that they refused to ao this, 
but that she subsequently attended a number of meetings held by the 
Pacific Movement of the Eastern. 7;orld, at which she collected many 
signatures to her petition to the President, ■ st.at.ra-i that since the 

PMOE was founded on Do comber 7, 1932, neither por any other Jap 

has had anything to do with their organization. Copies of these two 
letters are being forwarded to the Chicago Field Division and to the 
Bureau. 


COX further furnished reporting agent with a copy of a letter 
ho had written Madam GORDON in September, 1942 urging her that if there 
had been any effort by Japanese to contact her or other officials of 
the PMOE, to give the F.B.I. all such information she might have. Is 
this letter would not appear to bo of aid in the trial of subjects, it 
is being retained in the files of the Richmond Field Office. 


COX also furnished copies ox a telegram uatoti July 27, 1942 
addressed to him by the PMOE. Ho said this was a copy of a telegram 
which had been sent to President ROOSEVELT. As tho contents are rather 
strong language in eomanuing that the colored race bo repatriated to 
Liberia immediately, and "that brutal murder bo stopped now" , Copies 
ox it are b^ing forwarded to the Bureau and the Chicago FidLd Division. 

COX said he haa never boon to Chicago or Cleveland in connection 
with the work for tiw PMOE or UN I A ana that the only time he had seen 
Madam GORDON was in Washington, D. C. about 1937 when they were present- 
ing their petition. He seemed very much upset ov-or the charges brought 
against the leaders of the PMOE, saying that their usefulness to him in 
his work was at an end if it wars true that they were connected in any 
way with the Japanese. COX said' he thought it was possible that sorm of 
the " Amalgamationists 11 had tried to "frame 11 Madam GORDON as they had 
framed MARCUS C-ARVEI when he was imprisoned for selling stock to finance 
the^lcvck Star Steamship Lino, which he was organizing to transport 
negroes to Africa. 

In regard to the statement in iiadam GORDON’S letter dated 
December 13* 1941* to the effect that the negroes should be sent back to 
Africa regardless of whether they consented, COX said this statement was 
in all probability based on his own teachings inasmuch as it was his firm 
belief that the negroes should be removed to Africa by force if necessary 
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and shauld not be permitted to -have the choice of staying here to 
make mulattoes of the white race. 

COX stated that he is a Lt. Col, in the United States Army 
Reserves, Field Artillery, but is presently in an inactive status 
due to heart trouble. 

The following description was obtainea from observation: 


EASIEST SEVIER COX 
About 55 
Tennessee 

5 , 9 it 

Slender 

140 

Blue 

White , yellowish tinge 
White 

Discolored 



Place of birth 
Height 
Build 
Weight 


Eyes 

Hair 

Race 

Teeth 


ENCLOSURES : 

TO CHICAGO , ILLINOI S 

Letter from H. K. L. GORDON to Col. E. S. COX dated 
December 13, 1941* 

Envelope addressed to COX, postmarked December 13, 1941. 
Signed statement of EARNEST SEVIER COX dated November 3, 1942. 


TO CHIC A GO and THE BUREAU 

Copy of telegram from PtfOE to COX dated July 27, 1942. 

Copy of letter from GORDON to COX dated September 30, 1942. 
Copy of letter from GORDON to COX dated October 1, 1942. 
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ENCLOSURES: TO BUREAU 


Richmond file No. IOO-556I 


Copy of telegram from PMOE to CCK dated 7/27/42 
Copy of letter from GORDON to COX dated 9 / 30/42 
Copy of letter from GORDON to COX dated IO/I/42 
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THE PEACE MOVEMENT OP ETHIOPIA 


4451 South 8 tat* It. 
Chicago, 111. 
October 1, 1942 


Col. E« S. Cox 


924 E. Main St, 


Richmond, Va. 


Dear Col. Coxj 


I sent you a brief note loot night at llil5 in order 
to reotify tho report that you read in the newspaper. 
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There were 3 different organisations' officer* arrested, 
but only 4 of theae people are connected with the Peaee 
Movement of Ethiopia, eye elf, ay husband, Mr. Jones and 
Mr. Logan. The Islam group and the Brotherhood of Liber- 
ty for the Black People of America, referred to In this 
news item, are not members of our movement . This group 
hare their awn leaders whom I hare never met. ^ 

It seems according to this report that they put tham"f^ r <- / 
all under our name. We have no connection with any Jap- 
anese agents and never had. Ho Japanese has ever inter- 
viewed me concerning this work. 




I collected many signatures la hie meetings, also 


in churches as wsll. My going into his meetings, I found 
out that hia purpose was to carry the people to Manchuria, 
ao he said. We objected to this. We also objected to his 
leadership In our race. This brought an open break 
between us and I I He was feeling the people out of 

their money and this caused a controversy which resulted in 

in East Chicago 



Later he was accused of signing his nans to a check 
belonging to s ome o n e else end cashing It. He left Chicago 
and went to St. Louis where he made trouble for us again. 

I went to St. Louis and ha fled the oity and 1 have not 
seen him sines. 


Col Cent 


Oot. 1, 1942 


On the tho 7th of Deos absr. 1932 wo founded the Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia* Heltherf |nor any other Jap- 

anese hae had anything to do with tide work. I can't 
understand how the F.B.I. etn charge us with such a crime. 
There nut be sams mistake eeae where. They have all of 
By files, everything pertaining to the organisation. I 
am glad they have them that they nay see for themselves 
That our work is one founded, lead and financed by our 
own people. They accuse ms of getting money from the 
Japanese to go to Jamaica in 1929. This is also false. 

I don't know what the chargee are against my husband 
and the two officers. I read a report in the Chicago De- 
fender where they found no connection with Japan of any 
of the organisations. 



just called as and told ms that they 


had found soma connection In speeches made by the four of ue, 
and I will go dam and eee him at one o' dock tomorrow. 

So I'm closing this letter and will write you when I come 
bakk tomorrow. 


Sincerely yours, 



c 


c 


0 


0 


p 


p 
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CAM 313 WT 1$ EXTRA 1/122-70 CHICAGO ILL 26 1942 Jul 27 AM 5 30 

COL E 3 COX - 

924 BAST MAM 3T RICH- 

WE THE OFFICERS ABO MEMBERS OF THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA MERIHG IN 
CONVENTION IN THE CITT OF CHICAGO SUNDAY JULY S6 1942 AT 356 EAST 47TH STREET 
WITH 26 STATES REPRESENTED HEREIN DO HEREBY DEMAND FROM THE PRESIDENT AND 
OONCRESS THAT USB HE REPATRIATED TO LIBERIA WEST COAST AFRICA NOW AS Wg RATE 
SERVED OUR TIME IN 9LAVERT a HD THERE IS BO FURTHER HEED OF US WE DESIRE TO 
Call YOUR ATTENTION to A MEMORIAL CENT TO TOO BT THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF MIOPIA 
NOVEMBER 15 1933* NOW THE MOVEMENT HAS UPWARD OF 4 MILLIONS PEOPLE OOMffc 
FROM THE FLOOR OF THIS CONVENTION A UNANIMOUS VOTE A3KINGTHIS BENIGN PROVIDENT 
AND FAIR MINDED GOVERNMENT to GIVE XMBIATE CONSIDERATION TO OUR DEMANDS 
WHEREAS JUSTICE CANNOT BE OBTAINED FOR BLACK PEOPLE II THIS COUBTRI FOUR 
CENTURIES HAVE PROVEN THIS HEG&SBS OF THESE FACTS WE DEMAND (I) THAT BLACK 
SLAVES BE GIVEH COMPLETE FREEDOM JpR (2) THAT WE BE REPATRIATED TO AFRICA NOW 
(3) THAT BRUTAL HURDS BE STOPPED NOW. (4) WE DEMAND THAT WE HE PBUtlTTtt TO 
GO WHERE WE CAN DEVELOP OUR OWN SCHOOLS INSTITUTIONS INDUSTRIES AND NATIONAL 
AFFAIRS WHAT CAN OBLT HE ACCOMPLISHED II AFRICA. (5) WE DEMAND THAT AMALGAMA- 
TION OF THESE TWO RACES BE STOPPED HOW (6 ) WE DEMAND THAT OUR BILL NOW PEND- 
ING IN THE US SENATE BE GIVEN SOME GOHHMRATIOf Km WE HAVE HIRE HO HORRIFIED 
OR FOOLISH PREACHING ABOUT THE EVILS OF VIOLENCE. (SEE OUR MEMORIAL.) THE 
ISSUE THAT FACES US TODAY IS THE FIGHT AGAINST STARVATION THE MASSES WITH THE 
RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION IN THE FIRST FOR REPATRIATION. CARRYING OUT 
THESE DEMANDS WILL SOLVE THE RACE PROBLEM IN THIS COUNTRY AID SET FREE THE ,■ 
HELPLESS AMD OSTRACIZED PEOPLE. THIS WE BELIEVE WILL BRINO PEACE TO THIS 
NATION WE ANXIOUSLY AWAIT YOUR REPLY. 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA HEADQUARTERS 4451 
SOUTH STATE ST. CHICAGO MARY J. OTEY SECT! K HI GORDON. 



THE PEACE MOVEMHIT OF ETHIOPIA 


Chicago 111. 
Sept. 30, 1942 


Col. E. S. Cox, 

924 E. Main St. Richnond. 

Dear Col. Cox your Special Deliver letter Just received at 9 P.M. I am 
at boon at present out on Bound of $10,000.00 but Mr. Gordon, Mr. Logan 
an Mr. Jones are still in Jail. We were all arrested on Sunday Sept. 20 
at 6 a. a. by Eight F.B.I. Agents 2 Blacks an 6 whites and our homes raided 
from top to bottom. Every thing taken f rom~my office. As you know I 
have given my life and all I have to promote a clean Program without money 
ye Price to help ay Race those who Des ire to go to Liberia apd how we 
have ben framed in to a me as like this we can not under Stand. Wo have no 
alliance with Japan never have had any. and I know of no officers that have 
any connections with Japan. Tou also know that our Program have no. ReKlloua 
Iaaue. We have no connection with the Temple of Islam nor ths brotherhood 
of Liberty mention in this clipping . I have never heard of the man Satakata 
Takahashi, he did not operate in Chicago. We had some trouble in with a 
man name Takies in the out set of our work, but soon got rid of him. We 
the members of our mow ament have finance the work out of our own meager 
resousee no one white are black have given or lend us any money, these 85 
peoples arrested only 4 of them are officers of the P.M. of E. the other 81 
are people we know nothing about this is a. trap to destroy our program, we 
have no Draft Evaders that I know anything about I have never ask. our member 
to evade the Draft I am writing you this note with pen and ink because it 
to late in the night to get the Sooeteary will write you tomorrow in detail. 
Would it be practical for you to get in touch with Albert Johnson head of 
the F.B.I. in Chicago and find out how they mixed us up with these others 
orginatlons that we have no knowledge of. our trial is set for Oct. 7> 

10 A.M. we hope to get Attorney Cantwell to defend us. he is the Sams 
Laywer we had bo for we rellee how serious this matter is but we hope for 
the Beet Cenoerly youa 


U. M. L. Gordon 


!■/(,/ 7 ? 
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DESTROYED 



SATIUITTHORHE, ftt. 1, Center, Mia a., la unable 
to lWcate the original letter dated 12/13/41 
from Madam GORDON. Bgwver, he identified 
the photoatat copy of that latter as letter he 
received from GORDON. HAWTHORNE located two 
letters from GODRON dated June 16, 1942, and 
August 28, 1942, respectively, received by him 
free Madam GORDON and neither of these letters 
contains spy apparent seditious statements. 
GEORGE GCTGEREEN, Long, Em,, advised the origi- 
nal correspondence free Madam GORDON use burned. 
QREBi identified four photoatat copies of let- 
ters as having been received by him free Madam 
GORDON, These letters ware dat ed 6/2lAo. 
1/21/41. 7/22/U. end 7/28/42. I 

Males membership in Peace 
BStfiaMt' 6f Ethiopia and likewise that she has 
received any correepondamce or c ow a nm! cated with , 
t" aaw er. with IfA/iflm GORDON. I 

| not located for interview 
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that SAM HAWTHORNE had resided In that comaunity for the last. tarn years having 

-L. J Informed 


moved there from Cl 
that SAM H AWTHORNE 
not recall 


1 


ftagn and HatI m?_r»araeljiri a narm iririrtw. 


and that ho dl 


3 


HAWTHORNE from Madam GORDON or the PeaSe limment of Ethiopia. SAM HAWTHORNE 
ia not known to have apread any propaganda in and around the vicinity of Cen- 
ter, Mississippi, SAM HAWTHORNE, Bt. 1, Box 5> Center, Mississippi, advised 
he was born in Mississippi, Jane 1, 1879, and ia 1927 he moved to Chicago 
share he resided until 1939, at whiohilme he returned to Center, Missisaippi, 
and married his present wife, CAIiHTfUWTHORNE. 

While HAWTHORNE was in Chicago, he heard about Madam M. U. L. GOR- 
MH, having heard her epeak in public, on the streets, and heal'd other negroes 
talking about her. He attended meetings of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and 
was a member of that movement while he was in Chicago, HAWTHORNE informed since 
his return to Missisaippi, he has not been active in this movement and, furth- 
ermore, he did not take the movement very seriously. During the time HAWTHORNE 
was affiliated with this movement no dues were paid and he vows the only time he 
gave any money was about 1938, at which time two delegates) namely, DAVID LOGAN 
and JOSEPH ROCKMGRE (now deceased), were sent to Liberia aa delegates from the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia, HAWTHORNE advised he knew these awn went to Liberia 
as he saw their passports. Furthermore, he informed that Madam GORDON had said 
that there would be e war end the members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
would not have to register: however, he nor hie bow paid any attention to 

that! I 
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HAM HAWTHIHNK exhibited hie registration certificate Which WfieClS tMl M — 
registered with Local Beard No, 1, Kosciusko, Missisaippi, on April 27, 1942, 


With respect to communications received by him from Madam GORDON, 

HAWTHORNE looked waong hie offsets and located two letters he had received 
from that individual; these letters weYe dated June 16, 1942, and August 28, 
1942, respectively, and the bodies of these letters are set forth ae follows: 


"We are eeknswledglng the receipt of your letter of 

May 30| X 942 | the oontexxta care felly and earnestly noted# 

"We realise so thoroughly the seriousness of the situa- 
tion that is existing between as and the ether races in America, 
All of this 1 foresaw ten years ago and did my best to show it 
to my people. Together we will stand and divided we must fall. 

It grieves me seriously to know that our people are still sound 
asleep in the midst of an unnecessary death. The Allah knows that 
I have done my best to show them this dark boar that they now find 
themselves in. 
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"We are indeed grateful for you being down there at this 
tine to break each information to us* Don't hesitate to nake it 
known* We will find plenty tine to consider it* That is my 
great interest* this suffering of the people* Do the best you 
can to show them the way. (Tine to do so is short*) 

"Let no hear from at soy tima* n 


Letter dated August 28* 1942: 

"We are in receipt of your letter of Aug* 13th and thank you 
from the depths of our hearts for the information your lotter con- 
tained concerning the Senator and his speech in your city* 

"He told you the whole truth* that* I cannot afford to dis- 
cus a with yon at length in a letter for fear it will go asti-py^* 
but I am certainly grateful to you for going to hear him speak* 

I also appreciate your sending the nans of the nan who was mur- 
dered in cold blood seme weeks ago* 

"Please keep your ear to the ground and get everything 
that is not nailed down and keep ne posted* I can use it to 
a great advantage in our program* Wo really enjoy your letters* 
There is no other way wo can get such information only by having 
non like you that is awakened standing around among the wisecracks* 


"Give our best regards to those nearest you," 

HAWTHORNE identified each of these letters by affixing his signa- 
ture thereto. The above two letters asm being forwarded to the Chicago Field 
Division with copies of this report* 

With further respect to the letter dated December 13* 1941* SAM 
HAWTHORNE endeavored to locate the original of that letter but was unable to 
do eo and he advised that he does not know whore it presently is* However* 
the photostat copy of that letter which was enclosed with a letter from the 

Chicago Field Division dated October 29* 1942* was read by the writer to HAW- 
THORNE and also given to him to reed and HAWTHORNE informed that he recalls 
receiving this letter* Therefore* he identified the photostat copy of the 
lotter dated December 13, 1941* by writing on the reverse side* "I remember 
reading this letter that I receavsd from Madam UHL Gordon but I has lost 
the one ahe sent me. /•/ SAM HAWTHORNE* NOV the 5th." This photostat copy 
of ths latter dated Deeeafeer 13* 1941* is being returned to the Chicago 
Field Division with copies of this report* 
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HAWTHGRHE executed the following written statement concerning the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia t 

"Bov* 5, 1942 
at, 1, Box 25 
Center, Miss, 

" I. San Hawthorne, do make this voluntary statement to Spec- 
ial Agent I Ino threats or promises having been made to 

me and kniwidf it SMf be hied in court, 

"I was a member of Chapter 5, Peace Movement of Ethiopia* 

This chapter was located at 1400 14th Street on West Side, Chicago, 

HI, This mas somewhere along in 1936, I never did pay any dues 
but when we sent two delegates to Liberia in 1938, 1 gave some money 
for their expenses; I don't know how nmeh 1 gave* 

"Madam M. M. L* Gordon was in charge of the whole organisa- 
tion. The purpose of the organisation was to get all the colored 
people to go back to Liberia, I don't know the main reason for the 
organisation, 

"I have never heard Marian Gordon say anything about Japan being 
the friend of the colored people,-- Bering the times I went to meet- 
ings while I was in Chicago, Madam Gordon said there would be a 
war and members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia would not have to 

register* I don't know what reaeon she gave. Neither I nor ay 

three boys paid s «y attention to herl I 

and I registered in Mississippi, 1 

"I left Chicago May 3, 1940, and returned to Mississippi* 

I have not been active et all in the Peace Movement in Mississippi; 
there is no local here and there is no executive officer in Missis- 
sippi* Sines I have been in Mississippi I have writte n to Madam 
Gordon and hare received letters from her, I I showed me a 

picture of a letter dated December 13, 1941, addressed to me from 
Madam Gordon* I remember getting this letter but 1 have lost the 
one I g ot. I have identified this picture. Alee, I have turned 
over to | (two letters received by me from Madam Gordon, one 

letter dated June 16, 1942, and the ether dated August 28, 1942* 

"Madam Gordon was a member of the "Development of Our Own" 
movement headed by Marcus- Qamey* She went to Jamaica and stayed 
there for ebout 3 months, she says, 

"I did net always go to the meetings because I was not always 
in town and sometimes whan I was in town I worked playing in a band* 

I guess there were 50 or 75meabers in my chapter* I don't know how 

- 4 - 



maos’ members were In Number 1 chapter, there nay have been 000 or 
900. 

"This tee page statement mas read to me by Agent Wills and 
it is true. 

/s/ Sam Hawthorne 

Ispecial Agent 

FBI, J ackeon, Misaiseippi" 

For the information of the Chicago Field Division HAWTHORNE was 
asked what was the meaning of the phrase in the above mentioned photostat let- 
ter, "nationalist and this white folks nigger." He informed he does not know 
the meaning unless he guesses nationalist means all negroes will have to stick 
together. 

AT LONG, MISSISSIPPI 


G, GREEN, Long, Mississippi, advised about 1936 or 1937* 

jnegrees from Chicago, came to long, Mississippi, and remained 

in his home for several days. She was in Mississippi for a period of about 
three weeks and was engaged in organising the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. 

GREEN informed that Tncal tin, a was nrsanl end and he was at the head of that 

local, and l Jwere other officers in 

Local No. o i^ng. | [ presently resides at long, 

Mississippi, and has moved and resides somewhere in Arkansas 

believes. 

GREEN further advised that | went to Matherville, Mis- 

sissippi, for the purpose of organizing a local chapter In that vicinity 
but he knows nothing concerning the local in that vicinity. As president of 
the Local No. 9, he informed that there was no real organisation, the members 
had no enthusiasm, there was no regular meeting place, and they did not take 
up any business at those meetings which were held except to read letters which 
had been received from Madam GORDON. To the best of his recollection, in all 
about 200 negroes "wrote up; meaning they signed membership cards. local No. 9 
which held its meetings at the Cato Church following Covenant Day would have 
about 15 persons present, according to GREEN. These meetings usually consisted 
of a prayer, reading the scriptures, and reading of the letter from Madam Gor- 
don, then the meeting would be over. GREEN informed that at no time did any 
of the officers of the Peace Movem ent of Ethiopia c ome to Long, Mississippi, 
from Chicago, Illinois, other than | |at which time she came to 

organize the local and that at no time were dues received from any members and 
no money was ever sent to Chicago except for membership cards, which the member 
paid 10£ for and this money was sent to Chicago. 



15 , 1942, address'd to » was sectioned that a list of 

new sesbers had been rettM-wea. nttKij W informed a roll of members was kept at 
one tine .hr a.nagro, 1 who had resided on an adjoining plants** 

tion but | [has now moved and GREEN does not know where he presently lives 

GREEK claimed that he did not know all the nowhere of the organisation and 
other than those named in the body of this report mentioned above he could not 
give any other names, 

GEORGE G. GREEN informed that he had received correspondence from 
Ifadam GORDON but all the correspondence he had received had been burned at the 
time he moved from one plantation hows# to another during July, 1942, and as 
far the letter addressed to him dated ingust 28, 1942, he informed that letter 
likewise has been destroyed, The p h ete et at eepies of the letters dated J une 2 1) 
1940s January 21, 1941} July 22, 1941) and August 28, 1942, were read to GREEN 
and at first he informed he recalled the contents of the respective letters 
but he co uld not say whethe r the letters had been written to him by Ifadam GOR- 
DON or by| |However, it was pointed out in the letter of June 21, 

GORDON had appar ently acknowledge a lattar written by him ad- 
He then recalled the contents of these letters 


1940, MAD A] 
dressed to 
sufficient: . 

Therefore, he identified each of the above mentioned photoetate, which were en- 
closed in ths letter from Chicago dated October 29, 1942, by writing the fol- 
lowing on the reverse side of each* "I received this letter, /e/ GEORGE" TSREEH , 
Nov, the 5 - 1942." 

GREEN wes asked to elaborate as to his understanding on certain por- 
tions of the above mentioned letters and be claimed he did not know Just whet 
the letters meant; he didknov the meaning of the word "nationalism" othero than 
all the negroes were supposed to stick together, nor was he able to elaborate 
on that portion of the letter dabed Jwae 21, 1940, when it is mentioned that 
Germany is not our enemy bttt the preeeher ie our enemy. In the letter of August 
28, 1942, Ifadam GORDON mentions that the India situation is ranked with the 
racial matter in this country, WOPf informed that *• recalled something 
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GREEN Informed that he had never discuesed the Peace Movement of 

Ethiopia with various negro preachers In. that InraHtv hwt 1t..hari-r.oma-..tn 

his attention through "talk" that | ^ 

of Greenville, Mississippi, had said there was nothing to the Peace Movement 
of E thiop ia and would not take any part with the movement and that, therefore, 
he, GREEN, lost interest. He did not know when he lost interest in this move- 
ment, To the best of GREBP8 recollection and knowledge the novement was 
to free the colored people but he das* Mt imn, what freedoms were to be given 
to them. He informed that) | during her visit to Long, Mississippi, 

never said anything about the movement wanting to get the colored people to 
go back to Africa and he had never heard the phrase, "Africa for the Africans, 
Asia for the Asiatics," Furthermore, he informed that Local No, 9 has not 
had any meetings sines sometime during the stunner of 1942 and sines they have 
not had any meetings in his opinion tha organisation no longer functions in 
that section. It was noted in the nhoteetet copy of the letter dated January 

1 it was mentioned that a list of 
inroraed a roll of members was kept at 
who had resided on an adjoining plant a>- 
does not know where he presently lives. 


. < 
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In a letter concerning India but he does not know just what Madam GORDON 
means by that statement* 

The letters dated June 21, 1940, January 21, 1941; July 22» 1941# 
and August 28, 1941# with the acknowledgment of the Identity of GEORGE GREEN 
on the reverse side are being transmitted to the Chicago Field Division with 
copies of this report* It is noted that the letter dated January 22, 1941# 
consists of only the first page and it is believed that there are additional 
pages to this letter* 

GEORGE G. GREW informed that he is 67 years of age, having been 
born September 18, 187$, and that, therefore, he was not required to register 
for the Selective Service* GREEN informed he remembers a letter from Kadan 
GORDON that members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia were exempt from Selec- 
tive Service but ehe had never told him not to register and she had never told 
him to evade the draft* 



open being interviewed 

concerning a letter addressed to her by M. M. L. GORDON dated January 1$, 
1942, entered a blanket denial that she had ever received any correspond#: 
or other communication from Madam GORDON, furthermore, ehe claimed she never 
was a member of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia; that sha never saw Madam 
GORDON; and never had any one to road a letter addressed to her 
GORDON or have any one to write a latter for her to that person* 

| | claimod lmahi* to read and write* She did etate, however, eome 

years ago aj (had come of Long, Mississippi, from Chicago, Ill inois, 

and had said sometnmg about a Peace Movement but she, 
not pay any attention to her* Fni •) ivp t^e appearance 

vicinity of Ions. MisaiBHjnpl , 

Jfor 


stayed w ith 


im£ft_organlserm of the peace mow 



■oTT 


did 
tin the 


(wanted folks to pay her and to hear her tal 


public placed and would s ay something a bout Africa, but 
not know what it that| paid about Africa. 

I some whi 


not. 

to[ 


kowiso visit ed that se ction and 
~1 as we l l as I 1 

^informed that 
. She talked it 
_]doe 


H5o 


| some white folks were supposed to have heard 


wereje 

1 | during the time white people were present* I . 

that she knows nothing about the Peace Movement in Long, Mississippi# and she 

never sent any membership cards of members of the Peso# Movement of Ethiopia 
to Madam GORDON. 

AT MATHERVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 


in 
>es 
according 


talk as she talked in public places which talks war s not attended t> y| 

- [informed 


1 


LI 


To date 

located for an interview* 
cate that person* 


Mathervillw, Mississippi, has not been 
However, efforts are presently being made to lo- 


f 
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ENCLOSURES TO CHICAGO - Letters dated Juee 16, 1942, and August 28, 1942, 

from Madam GORDON to SAM HAWTHORNE, Center, Mies* 

. 

Signed statement of SAM HAWTHORNE dated Nov. 5, 1942 

Photostat copy of letter dated June 21, 1940 to 
G. G. GREEN from Madam GORDON 


Photostat copy of letter dated January 21, 1941 
to G. G.>tffiEEN from Madam Gordon 

Photostat copy of.,)*tter dated July 22, 1941 
to G. G. GREEN from Madam Gordon 

Photostat copy of letter dated Decoder 13, 1941 
to SAM HAWTHORNE from Madam GOBDON 

Photostat copy of letter dated .August 28, 1942 
to G. G. GREEN from Madam GORDON 


PENDING 
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UIDEVELOPED ISADS 


THE JACKSON FXEU) DIVISICN 

At Mathervillc. Mieelaalspi 


Will locate and interview [ 


I for information in 
tale posses nion concerning the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and will endeavor 
to secure the original letters address to him by Madam GORDON as set forth 
in the letter from Chicago dated October 29, 1942* 
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LOLA NELSON^STEVINSCW interviewed but had destroyed letter from, 
her sister, KITTLE MAUD LENA GORDON. Signed statement obtained 
fro* her stating photostat io copy of letter dated December 13, 
1941 identical with original received by her from her sister. 

MRS. STEV5NS0N advised that she had no knowledge of any 
organization other than the one in Chicago and knew of no contri- 
butors to that one. She said she had attended a few of the 
meetings in Chicago but had been only a spectator and had 
never made any contribution to the organization. Other back- 
ground information obtained. ^ 


ii » r » « r " • 


IT 

jAM . 

I at Chicago, 


IUinoi 



Report of Special Agent 
dated September 16, 194&I 

AT ALEXANDRIA, LA. 

On November 3, 1942, the writer interviewed LOLA NELSON 

STEVENSON, 91* Pulton Street, Alexandria, Louisiana. MRS. STEVENSON advisee, 
the writer that MITT1M MAUD LENA GORDON, subject in instant case was a full 
blooded sister of her f s end that they were the third end seventh children of 
a family of twelve, MRS. GORDON being the older. She stated that they hod 
been quite close and during the past few years they had kept in close touch 
with each other through correspondence. She said that she vlslttd with MRS. 
GORDON from July 18, 1941 until September 4, 1941 In Chicago but that aha did 
not recall any specific statements made by her sister. MBS. STEVENSON related 
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that she did recall her sister talking about the return, to Liberia of the 
colored people of the United States* III response to the question of how much 
time MBS* GORDON devoted to the organisation) MRS. 3TE7MS0N said that her 
sister spent of hsr time working to build up the organization* MRS* 
SMWHBMI explained that she herself had attested two, three or four of the 
meetings to spectate but had never entered into any of the discussions, and 
never made any contributions stated further that she knew of no one else 
who had made contributions* She explained that there were no dnee but when 
there was a need for a specific amount of money that contributions were accepted 
to take care of the matter at band, such as attorney fees, etc* She stated 
further that MRS. GORDON at no time had mentioned the existence of any other 
units of the movement other than the one located in Chicago, and that she 
doubted If any other negro in Alexandria, La* other than herself knew that 
such an organization existed* Vhen questioned directly on the existence of 
a unit in Alexandria, MRS. STEVENSON stated poetlvely that she had no knowledge 
of the existence of such an organization in that tow* 

The photoetatie copy of the letter addressed to MRS. LULA STEVENSON, 

1040 Whe clock Avenue, and dated December IS, 1941 was immediately recognised 
upon presentation by MRS* STEVENSON* She said that she had forgotten all 
about the letter but stated that she xeeognlsed it as soon as she glanced over 
its contents* A search by her through all her letters failed to produce any 
letters from MRS, GORDON* In positive tens she related that she felt cer- 
tain that this copy was Identical with the original she received **T«»»gh the 
United States mail service several months ago when die had lived at 1040 
Wheel ock Ave* MRS. STEVENSON then Initialed the photo static copy of the letter 
to Identify it as the one In discussion* 


MRS. STEVENSON stated that she has been a practical nurse for many 
years but has not worked for the last year and has bean keeping house for 
her step daughter* She said that she hod been married twice, first to 
J. M.NjAR0DINE, and the last time to REF* P. W. -flTEVH9S0N and that both 
of her husbands were now dead* She has two sisters living is nhlesgo. one 
of them being the sub jest, MBS. GORDON, end the other (_ 

I | 3he alBO taB two brot hers in Chicago bat does not know 

their present address* Their names are 
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ana ane nag never noticed or heard ahr^d 

STEVHBQN* I 


vlawe expressed hr Wfll 


satisfactory In every respect* She stated that MRS* STEVENSON had a good 
opinion of herself hut that aha wae respectful on all occasions and that she 
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had never heard her express any radical views* 

GBOBGS C. GRAY* Chief of Police and H. D. CERE®, Captain, 
Louisiana State Patrol, both advised that they knew of no organizations 
existing in this ecsmnmlty which sight offer any similarity to the one in 
question* They both stated that doe to the unrest which existed at the 
present time among the negroes that they had all their non on sharp out- 
look for any kind of organized unity among the negro people which sight 
develop into trouble. Up until the present time they stated that they 
knew of no such organization in Alexandria, 


lots, STEVXHSON further stated that she had visited her 
sister MRS. GOHDCK in Chicago, Illinois last es July 18, 1941 «td remained 
there throng. September 4, 1941, During this period she attended two, 
three or four meetings of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. She believed 
these meetings were held on Seath Parkway but did not recall tbs address. 
She did net participate in these meetings other than to spoetate. She 
has never written her sister any letters concerning this organisation. 

She baa never made any contribution to this organization in any way and 
doss not know of anyone anywhere who has. She does net know of any other 
organisations connected with the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, The only 
organisation of this type that she known Of is in Chicago and her sister 
is president of this. 
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The following signed statement was obtained from MRS, 

STEVENSON and is being forwarded to the Chicago offloe with copies of 
this report. 


"Nov, 3, 1948 
Alexandria, La. 


" I. LOLA KELSON STEVENSCK, make the following statement 
to Special Agent | |nho has identified himself to me as an agent 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation knowing this statement to be true 
and correct and giving the same without any threat or premise nad« to me 

end knowing that this statement nay be used In court » 

"I, IOTA KELSON STEVUJSCN, bora October 9, 1896 near Home, 
La, am a full blood sister of MITT IE MAUD LERA GORDON who was also bora 
at Hama, La, end have corresponded frequently with her through the past 
years. 


"Oh Nov, 9, 1942 Special Agent 




presented to jie 
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a photostatic copy of a letter dated December 13 y 1941 and the letter in the 
heading was addressed to me at my former address at 1040 Wheelock Ave, 
Alexandria, La* Upon reading through this photostatic copy I immediately 
recognized the identical nature of this copy to the original letter received 
by me from ay siator Mill'll; MAUD LENA GOHJON through the regular postal deli- 
very of the United States Post Offlee Department* There Is no question In 
ay mind but what the phetostatie copy which has been presented to me by 
Agent SLATE and signed on the baek for identification purposes by ae is the 
same in thought and meaning as the one received by me during the latter 
part of 1941. I do not have in ay possession the original copy of this 
letter* 


*1 do know that my Sister is the president of the Peace 
Movement to Ethiopia which organization is located In Chicago* 

"I have read the above statement and find it true and 
correct and state that it was given of Sy own free will and record* This 
statement consists of one and one—helf pages* 


Signed LULA HIXSON STEVENSON 


Witnessed: I 

Special Agent New Orleans* La*" 
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ENCLOSURES TO CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION: 


1. Photostetic copy of lette r dated Decemb er 13, 1941 and 
initialed ty Special Agent ~ l and also signed 

on back by LULA NELSON STEVENSON* 

Z. Signed statement of LULA NELSON STEVENSON dated November 
3 * 1942 . 


PENDING- 


%- . 


t 

* H.O. FILE # 100-8910 


tJHDKVBLOPED LEADS: HEW ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION 


At Webster Pariah, will endeavor to verify the birth record of 
subject MADAM GORDON who was bom in Webster Parish, Louisiana, on August 
8, 1889 and trill furnish suoh background information concerning her as is 
available. 
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: '^EACH LIOVSLENT TO ETHIOPIA, aka ETHIOPIAN PEACI 
UOVjHTEI.'T ; IHTTIB J.2HJD LKNJ^GORDOK, Tilth aliases; 
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listed in indices of Atlanta Office. 
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Report of Special Agent 
dated 9/16/42 at Chicago, Illinois. 

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA; 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
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A search of the indices of the Atlanta Field Division failed 
to reveal any record of the subject organization or members there. 

Inasmuch as an investigation of subversive organizations 
among the negroes in this Division is presently being conducted in the case entitled 
VfOPJEIGR AGITATION AMONG THE AMERICAS NEGROES IN THE ATLAciTA FUND DIVISION, TYpKNAt 
SECURITY”, this case is being considered referred upon completion to avoid a dupli 
city of effort. Hov/ever, should any information come to light concerning the instant 
organization, this case will be reopened. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE CF ORIGIN 
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'fet al 


‘'JJ^CLAHK, b^F holder, #3 Nofth- Shore ',£> 4 * 
S'entwn'Harbor, llichiganj 4 was born August 10p 
1897 in Georgia, town uajipown. He has residj 
in Benton - Harbor for" the past twenty vgars^ 
CLARK as sociates wjtib person -known as | 7 
] who is alfiged to be a descendant 
of the M30RS of North Africa. It Is further 
alleged that CLAP.K and \ / make fre- 

quent trips t$f Chicago, and always frequent 
the Cocktail ,&r Two 'club on 47th Stree t. 


Report of Special Agent / V - 4 92 

dated Sepbember 4 l 6 , 1942 at Chicago,'. Illinois. 


REFERENCE 


A| BENTON 


^<KSNi« 


lls J AMES C./ CLARK 


vised CLASK lives in a tenant houad' owned by\ Vs — . 

v ^ , 1 * " — 1 « *-4- 

/ Sorn rce of informat ion 1 \ stated CLARK is an associate 


~/\apd vCIi&RK are iiea 

• to Chicago nearly ever; 
and £IAR^frequent^the 


of iterth Africa* ine infat^ 
drinker* and tpake £r«fcnent t: 

week-end. Informant jStated 


5 - Chicago. Cl 
2 - Grand. Basil 

■'-•T’.n I 


(Grand Hatpins file IOO-4248) 


nfarmant stated jdisi^LJtere aoout thirty memb 



Benton Harbor, out CLARK and 


do not associate very 


Informant stated when these persons oecome members of the 
permitted to use the letters ’’EL” or ;, 3AY M at the end of the; 
stated he aid not know the names of the other members# 



■VCRS i n 
tne oth 
are then, 
'Inforraa, 


ers 


stated to trie . riter who did not reveal nis iaentity, that the 

■n cMmamfi meant he was a member of the XORS, who are ae cendents of Is 
_Jsiated there we.e about thirty members of the ADORS in Benton Hart, 
and that there are about 20,000 members in Chicago, wher? the headquarter: 
located. OOOPLft stated their meeting place is on Sixth Street over tn e Hi 
Theatre in Benton Harbor, and the:?' have a meeting every third Sunday. I 
stated at these meetings tnev always have a sneaker from .Chi caso. names of Lira 
are as follows: | 


stated t' 


C i 

_ 


zae 


<D0RS in Benton Harbor, ana| 

charge of the OCRS in Benton Haro oris 
following as being members of the XOHsT" 


_J is also one of the persons in 
&ve the writer names of the ‘ 

I 


with JAMES /CIAftK: I 


t‘V 


it 

■ r ~?m 

y r 4:.-'- 


Tne criminal records in the Sheriff's office, Berrien County, nark* 
checked with regard to the aoove individuals with regard to the above indi- 
viduals with negative results. 

Chief of Police AL 3, YD, Benton Harbor, fciichigan, aavised that hi; 
records revealed that J-uiSS CLARA has lived in Benton Harbor ana vicinity for 
aoout twenty years, and CIARK was arrested June 25, 1942 at Detroit for disor- 
derly conduct, serving thirty days in the Y/ayne County Jail* arrested at Benton 
Harbor for disorderly conduct October 13, 1939, serving ten days in Berrien 
County Jail; anu arrested in Heaton Harbor October 29, 1939 for disorderly 
conduct, serving twenty aays in the Berrien County Jail. 


.;^v4 1 
v .&■ A 

iU'm 

."1 


| o,f tne Selective Service 

Board Ho. 1, Benton Haroor, aavised tiv>t ohe records revealed JAjIBG CLARK 
registered for Selective Service April 27, 1942; resides on north zwre Dr 
Benton Township, Berrien Bounty, .Xchigan; and his description ..as reveale 
in ;ne ''elective Service file as follows: 


^ame 

Age 

Born 


JAsSES C. K 
45 

August 19, 1897* 

Georgia 
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ft. review of the file reveals that^this 
is oresently residing, xs situated abou - in ter.ts at the orient. 

Michigan, and that these individuals are * -,* nt of money, and tney nave 

The file reveals that negroes lead. The tile reveals that 

r^\^tr»e^r 6 r“L s «, «-»■ - -* «~n 

S anyone and there had been no trouble. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

FILE NO. 100-1130 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


REPORT MADE AT 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


DATE WHEN MADE 


U/lO /42 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

11/6,7/42 


mO’EACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, akAfchiopian 
Peace Movement; JCTTIE MAUD LENA^GCRDON, with 
alias MadasMSordon, et al 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


JLS~eh 


INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE: 

DETAILS: 


Wife and mother of T. H. BERNARD advised 
BERNARD had not been home far the past week; 
believed he was looking for work bat did 
not know his about p t Source of In- 

formation! |and neighbors, father- 
Tills, Miss., had not seen BERNARD for past \l 

Q :« Subsequently Source of Information 

telephonically advised BERNARD at 604 Short (JS 

Street, Mobile, Ala. ^ ( 

-RUC- £ 

«• *\rf 

Letter dated October 29, 1942, from Chicago ££ 

Field Division Office. . 1 J.; : . ■ .] | 

AT MATHERVHJLE, MISSISSIPPI 

The following investigat ion was concucted by Special Agents 


<S 


of T. H. ^BERNARD, interviewed 

»• On October 31, 1 

that be was leaving hone in search 
forth and had not returned. Moreo 
aether and they did not know his w 
they would advise the reporting ag 
his return, 

r&JtAtf 

/]) / . • l.l 

. and advised as follows: 

942, BERNARD advised his wife and mother 
of employment. Hence, he immediately aet 
ver, BERNARD had not written to his wife ox 
hereabouts. However, they explained that 
ent as soon as they knew of his address or 

a 
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JAX. 100-1130 

I 1 advised during interview that 

he had not eeen BERNARD for the past week and did not know of his whereabouts. 
However, he volunteered to ask BERNARD'S wife and mother if they knew where 
Bernard was and advise the reporting agent. After talking to BERNARD'S wife and 
mother, on the pretext that he wanted BERNARD to assist him in cutting pulpwood, 
_]later advised that the original information received from BERNARD'S wife 
and mother was substantially correct because they had also told him that they 
did not know where BERNARD was. 


Source of Information! 
an interview: 


formation P 

r. h. BERtar 


advised the following information 
was constantly agitating the colored folks in 
possessed a typewriter in his home. 


during an interview: T 

that vicinity against the white people. He 
carried a little black satchel, and carried on considerable correspondence with 
seme peace organisation in Chicago, Illinois. 


Recently! . 
Source of Information! 


Lcalared, ^atherville, Missis sippi, ha d 
| BERNARD had approached 


d advised 
enlist 


help in obtaining freedom of the negroes from the slavery of the whites. 


BERNARD had told that BERNARD was getting assistance from Japan 

and if all the negroes would revolt against th» United States, Japan would make 
the negroes independent. 

To inquiry. Source of Information | [ replied that he had not seen 
BERNARD for about a week and did not know where he could be located. However, he 
stated that he would immediately notify the reporting agent if he received any 
information of the return of BERNARD to Matherville, Mississippi, or if he learned 
of the whereabouts of BERNARD. 


^colored, neighbor of BERNARD, advised as follows during 


an interview: BE RNARD was a whiteman hater and his father was a Whiteman hater. 
BERNARD had shown ! I a letter stating that it was from Japan and stated that 

he, BER NARD, was receiving assistance fron Japan. He also tried to en list the 
help of 1 | to actively revolt against the white people. However, f" 


stated that BERNARD had not me t with an y success in organizing the negroes in 
that vicinity. In conclusion. ! I stated that he did not know where BERNARD 

was at the present time but would endeavor to locate his present whereabouts and 
advise the reporting agent forthwith. 


[were interviewed and 

advised that they had not seen BERNARD for approximately one week but would en- 
deavor to ascertain hie whereabouts and report same to agent. 

On November 7, 1%2, Source of Information I I telephonically advised 
the reporting agent that T. H. BERNARD'S address was presently 804 Short Earl Street, 


-a- 


p 


t 


Mobile, Alabama* This was determine d from a letter received via the mails on 
November 7, 1942, by BERNARD'S wife, | | The return address on this 

letter showed that it was from T. H. BERNARD, 804 Short Earl Street, Mobile, 
Alabama. 


Photostatic copies of letters directed by THCMAS H.; BERNARD 
to MADAM GORDON dated July 26, 1941j March 2, 1942} and April 12, 1942. Photo- 
static copies of letters from MADAM GORDON to T. H. BERNARD, 

Copy of reference letter from the Chicago Field Office 
dated October 29, 1942* 


-REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO Tffi OFFICE OF 0RIGIN- 
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-UNDEVELOPED LEADS- 


THE BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 


At Mobile. Alabama 


Will interview T. B. BERNARD at 804 Short Earl Street and obtain the 


following informationi The membership of the local chapiter of the Peace Move- 
ment of Ethiopia; the control exercised over the local chapter by MADAM GORDON 
or any of its executive officers as 3©t forth in letter dated October 29 > 1942 
from the Qiicago Field Office; and the fuBis sent by any of the locals to MADAM 
GORDON; BERNARD'S attitude towards the war and his support of the war effort; the 
Selective Service status of BERNARD should be ascertained and he should be 
questioned concerning any instructions received by him from MADAM GORDON with 
respect to compliance with the Selective Service Act. 

Will interview BERNARD to secure the original letters and a signed 
statement should be secured from him reflecting his receipt. In the event that 
the original letters have been destroyed, the addressee should be thoroughly 
questioned as to whether he can state that he received the original letter, 
exhibiting to him the photostatic copies which are enclosed. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


l Mo. 1 


r THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


FILE NO. 100-2480 DI 


REPORT MADE AT 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


DATS WHEN MADE 

11-25-4 2 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

11-17,18-42 


REPORT MADE BY 



THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, aka ETHIOPIAN 
PEACE MOVEMENT; MITTIE MAUD LENA'-dCiifiON, with 
alias Madam ISordon, et al. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J; f 6 
SEDITION. 


p7C 


i SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


' I'A 

/A 


THOMAS H.\ BONNER, alias THOMAS H.j BERNARD, interviewed 
and signed statement obtained wherein he stated that 
>*he was the organizer of the "Peace Movement of Ethiopia" 
t n Mississippi and received his orders and instructions 
from M. M. IyTCriDON JLn Chicago. BONNER stated in state- 
fment that there are “30° members in Mississippi ; that 
money is sent to MAB.C GORDON in Chicago; that instructions 
are received from her to file conscientious objector 
forms at local draft boards and that letters written to 
her and received by her were identified. The letters in 
question may be kept in BONNER'S house at Matherville and 
waiver of search received to examine the contents of 
BONNER'S house and forwarded to Jackson Field Office. 


- RUC - 


REFERENCE: 


Report of Special Agent 
at Jackson, Mississippi. 


Jdated 11-10-42 


DETAILS: 


letter from tJbe Chicago Field Office to the Director, 
copy to the Jackson Field Office, dated 10-29-42. 

AT MOBILE, ALAB.-u._A, . 


THOMAS H. BONNER was located at 604 Short Earle Street. 
With his consent and after a waiver of search was obtained from him, his room 
was searched at this address. There was found in his suitcase a, constitution 
of the "Peace HfeVinjiht df Ethiopia," a membership card to TIKB*AS»£EfL.ARD and 
signed by M. M. L-; GORDON, E\ HOLIDAY, arid ROCKfCSE Stating tfereon that 


APPROVED AND 
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mABD was an organizer of locals 10 and 11 in Mississippi, There was also found 
a letter from M, K. L. GORDON dated 11-7-42 at Chicago, Illinois, and addressed 
to Mr. T. H.{ BERNARD at Mathersville, Mississippi* This letter reads as follows: 


f "ify dear Hr. Bernard: 

T,T //e are in receipt of yours of October 12, 1942 and Septem- 
ber 29, 1942 and are very glad to hear from you. 

"It is true we have t>*en in a terrible controversy since 
September 20th whose case has not been heard; and our delay in writing you was 
because of the controversy. 

" D r 0NT SELL CARDS ?0R 15t but for 10 £ ONLY I . There are no 
more buttons to be had. I have never had a letter from the Mr. Peruis Campbell 
and I don T t know him. I shall write you again when the controversy is over. But 
keep up the good work and keep courage. 


to quit. 


"We shall continue pur work until ordered by tiie Government 


"Yours for the freedom of the race," 


The membership card, the constitution, and the above-described 
letter are being forwarded to the Chicago Field Office together with the waiver 
of search for 804 Short Earle Street. 

The following is %?Signed statement as obtained from THOMAp 
H. BONNER which is being retained in the Birmingham file: 

"NOVEMBER 18, 1942 
Mobile, Alabama 

"I, THOMAS H. BERNAR D also known as THOMAS K. BONNER, make b6 
the following statement to [ who has informed me that he is a Special b 7c 

Agent of the FBI. I make this statement freely and no force or threats were made 
or used against me and no promises were made to me at any time. 


"Ky name is THOMAS H. BONNER but in "THE PEACE OF 

ETHIOPIA" I am known as and write letters as THOMAS K. BERNARD. I am 44 years old 
and was born on October 14, 1898 at Matherville, Mississippi. I am married but I 
have no children. I am presently employed as a boilermaker helper at the Alabama 
Dry Dock & Shipbuilding Company in Mobile. 

"I have been a jaember of "THE PEACE MDTCH8ET OF ETHIOPIA" 
since about the jaar of 1937* In 1937 1 

Illinois came to Mississippi and contacted ud. She was and is | | 

I Jthe "PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA’. Together we set up a local chapter 

of this organization in Mississippi and I became the local organiser in Mississippi 
of the "PEACE MDVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA". I began to work actively for the organization 
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r and to enroll members. As organizer I now have about 300 members in the State of 
Mississippi. There are two locals in Mississippi, local number 10 and local number 
11. I am the head of both locals. 

11 In 1936 I went to Chicago and became active in the "PEACE 
MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA' 1 organization in Chicago and solicited members and did other 
work for the organization. In April of 1939 a delegation from the organization 
went to Washington, D. C. because Senator BILBO^ was presenting to the Senate of 
the United States a bill to have i,he members of the organization sent back to 
Africa at the expense of the United States. 

"In April of 19 /*0 I returned to Mississippi and again took 
up my duties in organizational work for the "FIACE liDVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA". 

"The "PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA" is an organization that has 
two purposes. The first purpose is to get its members back to Africa, their 
fatherland, because all members are Negroes; the second purpose is to advocate 
peace. Instructions were received from the organization throu^i Madam It II. L. 
GORDON to advocate peace at all times and to file conscientious objector forms 
in the Selective Service System. Each member was instructed to fill in a con - 
scientios objector form with his local draft board if he thought that he would be 
called to fight in the United States Array. 

"The local chapters, numbers lo and 11 of the "PEACE L/DVE- 
MEUT OF EHTIOPIA" located in Mississippi are under the control and direction of 
MADAM tf, M. L. GORDON and the main office in Chicago. The constitution which was 
written by MADAM GORDON is the by-word of the Organization and is followed in 
Mississippi. There are some 300 members in Mississippi. Certain funds are sent 
to MADAM GORDON and the main office in Chicago J Membership cards in the organiza- 
tion are sold to each new member or prospective member for the sum of .10ft . All 
of this money is sent to the "PEACE lIOVR r ENT OF ETHIOPIA" in Chicago care of 
MADAM GOTO AN as the head thereof. MADAM GO£*fc>N instructs me as to the policy to 
follow in various things and is the real -leader of the organization. She has in- 
structed all members to file conscientio\js objector forms with the local draft 
boards in order that the members would not have to fight for the United States. I 
did not file a conscientious objector form with my local draft board because I 
iiave been classified in 3 A, and it is not necessary to do so. 

"The vTollovdng persons were actign in the 11 PA ACE .MDVl^^BNT OF 


ETHIOPIA": M.M.L. GORDON. EJIi-LLIDAY.l 


^tissisaippi . Tlfe organization has locals in New York City, Virginia 

sippi. 


J'anflTBtfSMi' in 

’ginia, and Ilissis- 


1 


b6 

b7C 


"I have a membership card in the "PE AC I I.flOViiiENT OF ETHIOPIA" 
tnat is identified with my name on it, that is THOMAS BERNARD, Organizer. It is 
for local 10 & 11 and is signed by M.M.L.GjRDON, J\RQCKffiRI, and E. HOLIDAY. I 
hereby give this membership card to Special Agent | ]for whatever' pur- 

pose is deemed necessary. 
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"I also have a letter from the "FEACE 5BVEHSK IT OF ETHIOPIA 11 
dated November 7* 1942 addressed to me at Math© rsville , Mississippi, my home, 
from MRS M.M.L. GORDON and signed by her instructing me to sell membership cards 
for .10£ and not for .15£. This letter ends by stating, "We shall continue our 
work until ordered by the Government to quit. Yours for the freedom of the race, 

M.M.L. GORDON". I am turning this letter over to MR BAKER for whatever purpose is 
deemed necessary' . 

"I have received and sent many letters to and from "THE 
PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETEIOFIA" in Chicago. All of the correspondence from the main 
branch vfas written or dictated by MADAM GORDON and signed by her. I have most 
of the letters received from her in my home at Matherville, Mississippi. 

"On April 12, 1942 I wrote a letter to MRS M.M.L. GORDON, 

4451 So. State Street, Chicago, Illinois and signed my name to this latter as 
T ■ H . B ERNARD . Th is letter was typewritten and a photostatic copy was exiiibed to b6 
roe ky I k nd I identify it as the same letter. It begins as follows: b7C 

"Yours of March 31> Inst, have been received., E r e indeed glad to hear from you. 
and agan glad to know that we are still climbing higher and higher". 

"On March 2, 1942 I wrote a letter uo MRS M.M.L. GORDON at 
Chicago and signed my name T.H. BERNARD. This letter was typewritten. A copy of 
this letter was exhibited to ms by MR BAKER and I identify it as the same letter 
I wrote to M Ho GORDON. It starts out as follows, "I received your letter of Feb. 
the 16, and was glad to hear from you and two know that We are still pressing 
Toward " , 

"On July 26, 1941 I wrote a letter to MRS M.U. GORDON in 
Chicago, Illinois and signed mv name to it as T.K. BERNARD. A copy of this letter 
was exhibited to me by | l and it is the same letter as the original. This 

letter starts out as follows, "My Dear Mrs, Gordonr-Yours of July 22, Inst, have 
been Received, July 24,". 

"On August 30, 1942 I received a letter from M.M.L. GORDON, 
dated August 26, 1942 at Chicago, Illinois and adressed to me at Mathe rville. 
Mississippi. A photostatic copy of tnis letter was exhibited to me byP 
and it is the same as the original. The original should be in the files at my 1 
home in Matherville. This letter starts as follows, "Dear Mr Bernard Je have your 
letter of August 20th. We are glad to report to you that we received a reply etc 
etc". 

"On July 31, 1942 I received a letter from M.M.L. GORDON 
at Chicago, Illinois and addressed to me at Matherville, Mississippi. This letter 

was dated July 29, 1942 at 44 51 5. State St., Chicago. A photostatic copy of this 

letter was exhibited to me by] ^nd it is the same as the original. The 

original may be in my fie at home in Matherville, Mississippi. This letter starts 
out as follows: "Dear Mr Bernard: Vie are acknowledging your letters of the 21 
and 26 and the telegram, which came in time for the meeting Sunday night." 

"On July 22, 19 42 or thereabouts I received a letter from 
H.M.L. GORDON at Chicago, Illinois dated July 20, 1942 and addressed to me. A photostatic 
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op^ of this letter was exhibited to me by 


land it is the same as the 


original. This letter begins as follows? "Dear Hr Bernard The Peace Movement 
of Ethiopia is holding a convention here that vdll close on July 26 and if 
it is possible for you to attend on that last night we will be so grateful to 
have you. 11 

n 0n April 19, 1942 a letter was addressed to me oy M.il.L. 
GORDON at Chicago and received by ms on or about Apr il 21, 1942. A photostatic 
copy of this letter was exhibited to me by and it is the same as the 

original. It reads in part as follows; "lay CLb&l i"r. Bernard: he are acknow- 
ledging the receipt of your letter of April 12. We seriously regret that you 
are having trouble with the oppositionists carrying in false reports to the white 
people." The original of this letter may be at my home in Matherville, Kiss. 

"On or about March 12, 1942 I received a letter from :il3 
M.M.L. Gordon dated March 10, 19A2 at Chicago . Illinois. A photostatic copy of 
this letter was exhibited to me by puid it is the same as the original. b/C 

It reads in part as follows: "My dear Mr. Bernard: We are in receipt of yours 
March 2, ! 4 2 acknowledging my letter of Februaiy 16th also the enclosure of 46 
new members." The original of this letter may be in my home at Matherville, Miss. 

"On or about December 15, 1941 I received a letter from 
M.M.L. Gordon dated December 13, 19A 1 at Chica go, Illinois. A photostatic copy 
of this letter was exhibited to me by | | and it is the same as the original. 

This letter reads in part as follows, "Dear Mr. Bernard: VTe are acknowledging the 
receipt of your letter of December 11. The contents of your letter was carefully 
noted with interest," The letter further contains instructions to me from K.M.L. 
GORDON to say that I was with the Africans at Home and Abroad. The original of 
this letter may be in my home at Barnsville, Mississippi. 

"On or about Januaiy 23, 1941 I received a letter from 
M.M.L. GORDON, President dated January 21, 1941 a t Chicago. Illinois . A photo- 
static copy of t.iis letter was exhibited to ice by| (and it is the same as 

the original that I received. It reads in part as follows, "My Dear Mr. Bemard:- 
IVe are acknowledging the receipt of your letter of Jan. 16, 1941« It is gratify- 
ing to hear from you again". The letter also states that the black people of the 
world will be free when the white people finish commiting suicide. The war in 
the Pacific, according to M.M.L. GORDON, will mean the complete end of the present 
order of things. The letter discusses the condition of the colored people. The 
original of this letter may be in my house at Matherville. 


"I wish to say that I meant no harm to anyone but followed 


the teachings and orders of M.M.L.G0RD0N and her organization known as the "PEACE 
MOVEMENT OP ETHIOPIA". 


"I have read the above statement consisting of four pages. 


which includes this page, and it is all true. I have signed each page to so 
indicate that it is a true statement. I am signing my correct name, THOMAS H. 
BONNER but I have been using the name of T.H. BERNARD in the "PEACE ^!DVT2~ENT OF 
ETHIOPIA". 


"Thomas H. Bonner 


* 



jF.B.I. 

Special Agent - Mobile -Ala. 


Special Agent - F.BI 
Mobile, Alabama" 

The following ia a description of THOMAS H. BERNARD as 
obtained from interrogation and observation: 


Name 


THOMAS K. BONNER, also known as THOMAS H. 
BERNARD. 

44, oom October 14, 1898, at Matherville, 
Mississippi. 

5' 1" 

L?5 lbs. 


Age 


Height 


b2 
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Weight 


Build 

E^res 

Hair 

Race 


Medium. 
Brown. 
31a ck. 
Negro . 
None . 


Scars & Maries None . 
Relatives I 


wife, Uatherville, Miss. 


DELIA /BONNER, mother, Matherville, Miss. 


Selective Service Local Board #1, Waynes bo rough. Miss. 


OvXvWlfiYC JCI Viuc EXJdX U glj iiajut/OUUI Ullgu^ ALLoO f | 

Social Security 



Employment boiler maKer Helper, juaoama Jjry o 

Shipbuilding Co., Iflobile, Alabama. 


Present Address 804 Short Earle St., Mobile, Alabama. 
Home Address Matherville, Mississippi. 


onort Hiarxe 01 • , iv.u u jl 

Matherville, Mississippi. 


A waiver of search was obtained from THOMAS H. BONNER made 


out in blank in order that an Agent in the Jackson Field Office may obtain the 
original of any letters held by BONNER at his house at Mathprville, Mississippi. 
BONNER expressed a desire that any such letters from M.M.L. GORDON and the "PEACE 
MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA" should be in the hands of the F. B. I. Accordingly the 
Waiver of Search for BONNER'S home at Uatherville, Mississippi, is being forwarded 
to the Jackson Field Office for that purpose. 

All of the documents mentioned above and obtained from 
THOMAS H. BONNER were properly identified by the writer, 

ENCLOSURE: TO THE CHICAGO FIE ID OFFICE: 


Copy of Constitution of Peace Movement oi' Ethiopia. 
Membership card of T.H. BERNARD. 

Letter from LULL. GORDON to T.K.BERi AiiC * 

Waiver of Search for 804 Short Earle St., Mobile, Ala. 
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t 


'enclosure t 


TO THE JACK CON FIELD OFFICE: . 

,'aiver of Search for house of THOMAS h. BoNW. 
Matherville, Lass . 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF oEIGIK - 
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UNDEVELOPED ISADS 


THE JACKSON FIELD DIVISION : 

AT MATHERVTLLS, MISSISSIPPI, will examine the papers 
in THOMAS H, BONNER'S house by the authority granted in the waiver of 
search obtained from THOMAS H. BONNER. 

Will obtain ail pertinent letters and papers coming from 
M.ll.L. GORDON and the “Peace Movement of Ethiopia." 

Will forward such letters and papers to the Birmingham 
Field Division in order that they may be identified by THOMAS H. BONNER 
at present in Mobile, Alabama. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE CF ORIGIN - 





ivJ&TAO OF MVESTI 
Taj STATES DEPART *EHT of 


SWMillJBsPGB 


PEACE M0V5PE?IT TO ETHIOPIA, *180 
known no Ethiopian Peace fbyacsnt 

HJTTIB MAUD LKv T A COiuDN with alias 
INTESKJJ. S&OJmTt - .T 


Examination requested by: Chicago 


Letter IU23 *a2 


Reference 


Examination requested 


ope ci menu 


t" r . To I p on 

W r . II - A . T»jnui_ 
r . C 1 e e g _____ 
jU r . G 1 » v i e 

3 M r . I. add 

[Mr . Ni cb-il », 

?It! r . P-cf-ti 

Mr - Tracy 

Mr Car, on . 

V3: . Cot to:-.. __2. 

■vlr. I! »nd 3 n ]L_ 

Mr Kruacr 

|Mr . McGui ? * 

-Mr. Quinn TiZ^m 

|Mr . N*»8 6_ 

ffti i f « c \ indy 


To rdcn* with return address of 


on tha 

reverse Bide# * 1 

Lined sheet of notebook paper bearing letter written 
in pencil beginning “This leave my wife .* all well..., 



ise? 


Pare Two 


Laboxmtor/ Report .- 94470 

Hamit of Examination* 


It was concluded that the writer of the apeeimans deal r.ed 
as Q18 through Q24 did not write any 0/ the specimens previously sub- 
mitted and designated as 01 through 012. 

It was concluded that the writing on specimen 026 and the 
writing on specimen Q25, except the word "MbQueen" appearing In the 
upper left-hand coiner of the envelope and the material appearin' or 
the right end of the back of the envelope, was written by the person 
who wrote the state rial appearing upon specimen# 06 through Q9 with 
the exception of that portion of that writing previously identified. 

No conclusion could be reached In regard to the excepted material 
men tioned above beoauee there was not enough comparable material 
present e 

Specimens 01 through Q3 and 013 through 026 are being 
returned to your office under separate cover, appropriate photographic 
copies having been retained for the completion of the Labowatory's file. 
Spec in* ns 04 through 012 wane previously transmitted to your office 
under date of November 4, 1942* 


!P*> 


. /^ V/ " 


* 




K' 


al SJurrau of Jnueattc,. 

Suited States leprtnunt of Surtite 

Chicago, Illinois 



/ 


November 23, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Atts Technical Laboratory 
n 


b 6 

b 7 C 


BE: PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA alca 


Ethiopian Peace Movement 
?HTTIE ilAUD LEM GORDON with alias 
et al; INTERNAL SECURITY - J 


SEDITION 


Dear Sir 


:ference is made to wy letter dated October 30, 1942, with 


which were tranaxlttsd four specimens of handwriting, and requesting 
a laboratory exmlnntion to establish that they were written by the seme 
> writer. Reference is also made to Bureau laboratory report of 11-5-42, Bureau 
file 100-1.24410 sottihg forth the resul.ts of the examination of these 
specimens numbered 0-4 through Q-12. It is noted that the laboratory concluded 
’ that the writer of Q-4 and Q-5 also wrote parts of specimens Q-7 through Q-12. 

There is being transmitted herewith a letter vn~itten in oenc.il on 
loose lea * r.nteho nk naner hearing the haartinp I 



T. ' L." Gordon This", and ending "True to the Cause". There is also being 
tranoviitted envelope in which this letter was found in the files of Madam 
Gordon. This envelope bears pos tmark "Eas t Chicago, Indiana June 29, 1933, 
and contain s a return address of I I and on the reverse of which appeai 

th .3 writing | I 


There is also bein r trans.m5.tted with this letter a six pa.ne letter 



beginning "These message to be delivered to the Peace Movement of Ethiopians" , 
and ending "Go d will bring our minds together once and for all". Together 
,dth this letter is being 3ont the envelope in which the specimen was sent 
bearing the postmark, Chicago, Illinois, October 2, 1940, addressed to iSrsl 
r . L. 'Gordon and ilr. Gordon, on the reverse of which appears the return 


epnea.ring on A . _ , . . ^ i 

unidentified writings anoearin* in specimens Q-6 thrbu&h Q-12 of -the, -laboratory 


address 2354 ~ ~ J 

The 






Director 11-23-42 


PEACE /.JQVEJSNT TO ETHIOPIA 



report referred to above to ascertain if the writers of these specimens 
v/ere also the authors of a portion of the above mentioned spocimons. 


unident 5. fled. 


It is believed that the 


referred to, who is one of 


b6 
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Madam Gordon’s followers, and origj.nal founders of the P.LI.O.Ew was tho 
author of a portion of specimen Q-6 through ($-9 together with Mrs. 

Gordon. In this connection it will be noted that page 3 on \vhich this letter 
was written appear to be very similar to that vised in the questioned specimens. 


It is requested that both these be compared with specimens Q-l, 
and Q-3, raiich were transmitted to the technical laboratory on October 8, 
1942, and 3n rii:_ch the technical laboratory reported its findings by report 
dated 2 . 0 - 19 - 42 * It is considered a distinct possibility that the writing 
appearing on the oxfccrtion letter will be found to be the same as tho 'writing 
appearing on the two specimens being transmitted herewith. 

The trial of --iadsm GGRD0H and the other loaders of the P.M.O.E. 
for sedition has boon scheduled for December 8, 1942, so that it io 
Imperative that the original exhibits and the results of the laboratory 
examination bo furnished this office by December 3, 1942. 




H17A:FR 

1GC-S932 

— AIR "JAH), SPECIAL DELIVER? 


Very trul^jourB 



A. H. 

SpeciaVAgont 3li Charge 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


DATE WHEN MADE 


SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 


T '.v 3?SACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, also known an 
1 ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVEMENT* MITTIE MAUD LENA 
(^GORDON, with aliases, ET AL. 


INTERNAL SECURITY (j) 
SEDITION. 


Signed statement obtained from GEORGS-tJOHHSON, convict £16,102, 
State Penitentiary, Menard, Illinois, identifying MITTIE FA T JT 
LENA C-OgpON as his aunt and DAVID JAMES£L0GAN as the husband 
k of LENA^GORDON. JOHNSON* s mental condition normal but that 
, .^of'hii rather; IRA^JOMSOB^EY, insane. GEORGE JOHNSON states 
i| that in 1934 while at homf W his aunt LENA GORDON he received 
o money from a Japanese in the presence of GORDON and LCC1N for 
r use in organizing this cult. Also in 1935 at home of LENA 
k GORDON he received $500.00 from a Jap namec | | 

in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and that GORDON and LOGAN also 
received money from this same Jap for organization purposes. 

He states that MADAM GORDON is a half siBter of IRA JOHNSON BEY 
JOHNSON states one of the objects of instant organization is to 
encourage young color ed men not to submit to military service, 
JOHNSON doe 3 not know but that he may be Japanese 

who gave him money in 19&4 and would know him if seen. JOHNSON 
willing to testify if needed. 


Lotter from the Chicago Field Division to the Springfield Field 
Divisj.op. dated October 31, 1942. 

At Menard, Illinois 


DETAILS 


Interview was again had with GEORGE JOHNSON, oonvict £16,102, 
Menard, Illinois, and all the photographs forwarded to the 
Springfield Field Division by the Chioago Field Division were 
displayed to him and he readily picked ’out tho photograph of 

MAfi&M GORDON. He stated that she was the half sister of his 

and therefore his aunt. He also 


father IRA JOHNSON, BEY 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


Chicago (l tJSA, Chicago) 
Springfield * j 

( (- t. * j Aj' > 
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» % 


readily picked out the photograph of DAVIITJAMES LOGAN and stated that 
he was supposed to be the husband of MADAM GORDONj at least, they pretended 
to be married and hare been living together for a number of years# He also 
picked out the photograph of 1 and state d that she is his cousin 

and also identified the picture of l j and stated that she last 

lived at 

GEORGE JOHNSON stated that hi* father, IRA JOHNSON BEY, waa in fact 
insane and is confined to the cell house where mental defectives are confined 
and it would be useless to attempt to interview him# He advised that he 
still believes in the cult and would not ^ive anv information concerning same 
and this opinion was verified by Mr.f" 


I [stated that he wished to correct an impression that the 

State Prison where IRA JOHNSON BEY and GEORGS JOHNSON are confined is ft 
criminal insane institution. He states that these men are not confined in 
a criminal insane institution as that institution is an entirely Afferent 
institution and is located directly horth of the State Penitentiary, but 
that the penitentiary does have a cell house in which mental defectives are 
confined and that it is in this cell house that IRA JOHNSON BEY is confined, 
but that GEORGE JOHNSON has never been considered insane in the least and 
he is of the opinion that what he say* can be depended upon# 

' ' *_v<5£ ' 

The following signed statement was obtained from GEORGE JOHNSON# 
#16,102, the original of which is being retained in the Springfield File 
in this case* 

,f Menard, Illinois# November 5# 1942# 

"I. George Johnson, conv ict #16 f 102. make the following statement 

to I — knftfiial Inrenta.nf t.ha Fadarel Bureau 

of Investigation and I 
freely and voluntarily* 

”1 am 36 years old. I was born at Cairo# Illinoie# father iB 
Ira Johnson. My mother was Lula Johnson and she died in 1937 at St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

“My father moved to Chicago, Illinois in about 1915 and lived at 
1608 State Street and lived at this address for about six years. He moved 
to 1641 State Street in Chicago, Illinois in 1920 and I lived with him 

at this address. I had served a term in the State Reformatory at Pontiac, 
Illinois at that time# I married Mari e Johnson and sh e has been dead since 
19 31 . We had one ohild by the name of | | tmd she now lives 

at | | and is etiU single so far ats I know, I receive 

letters from her from time to time# 



J 


I 






"I do not know how it happened to start but my father, Ira'Uohnson 
became acquainted with an organisation known as the Moorish Science Temple 
of America. The headquarters of this organisation was first at the home 
of my father at 1841 State Street in Chicago # Illinois* My father started 
up this organisation in Chicago* Illinois and was the head official of it 
till 1929 when he got into trouble and w*e r sent to the penitentiary at 
Joliet, Illinois. He had two associates. ” One was known as All Drew and 
Charles Kirkman, and these three men succeeded in getting a large membership 
for this organisation. Ali Drew was killed about 1929 or 1930. There was 
also a man by the name of Green who was alao connected with this organization 
but he was also killed. Green was shot in the head and both Drew and my 
father were arrested for the murder. Drew got out of this trouble and 
my father was also let go as they oould not prove anything on him in connec- 
tion with this murder* Drew was later poisoned and his death was put out 
as being heart trouble. 


an 


i 


did not lik e the idea of ^ 

1 I whioh was on September 25, 1929 and 

at 4100 and South Park. , Chi 
my father and to resoue 


"Mv father was vota/1 out as head of the organisation in July 1929 

nd mv father was tfr en under him. My father 
and actually kidnapped 
held him at my father f s home 
Illinois. Police officers came to arrest 

and i vy father resisted two of these 

police officera and killed two police offioers. My father had other members 
with him in this kidnaping and two of them were also sent to the penitentiary 
with my father* The names of the two men with my father in this crime were 
Jackson. The old man Jackson died in Joliet prison and the boy is now out* 
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"My father, Ira Johnson has never been released from prison and has 
now been transferred to the State Penitentiary at Menard, Ills, where he is 
known as convict #12,816. * 


W I became a member of the Moorish Science Temple of America in 
1919 at Chicago, Illinois at the insistence of my father. I was a member 
of it for a long time and was still a member when I got into trouble in 
1935. 


"I became acquainted with Jamoa^Logan whose picture I have bean 
shown as David James Logan. He took my fathers place aftpK he was sent to 
prison for murder. He was known as the Prophet in the^^^fganiz ation. He 
was supposed to be married to my aunt, Mrs. Mitti^ Maufi^dprdpn. I do not know 
for sura that they actually married butT>otK of them told me they were 
married and I have no right to doubt them and I really believe they did get 
married. Mitti Maud Gordon is my fathers half sister and was born in 
New Orleans, La. I know that Mrs. Gordon and David James Logan lived 
together for some time. My aunt was the brains of the organization for a 
long time. 

"I have been shown the picture of David James .Logan and Mitti !Inud 
Gordon and Positively identify same as the parties I have mentioned above 
as being the prohhet and my aunt* 
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"In 1934 ray aunt MITT! Maud Gordon sent me to St# Lcuie# Mo* 
to help organize this movement in St# Louie# ICo# Before I loft a 
Japanese whose name I have forgotten was at the home of my aunt# Mrs# 

Gordon and her husband David James Logon and this Jap gave me something 
over $200#00 to pay my expenses in going to St# Louis# Missouri and 
getting a place to hold meeting *nd to organize the colored people there 
in the Moorish Science Temple of Amerio**; 

,f Thi6 Jap explained to me and to fcogan and my aunt that the 
money was from a Japanese organization and that I should tell the colored 
at St# Louis# Mo# and other places I might go that Japan was offering the 
colored people equal rights with the white man; also that there going 
to be a war between Japan and the United States some time ir the future 
and that when the United States drafted all the young men into the army* 

I mean the young white men# that the remaining colored men would start be 
a revolution in the United States while ail the white able bodied white b/ 
men were away from home and that we could win in that conflict# Yfe were 
also told by this Jap to encourage all young colored men not to join 
the United States Army with the white men in order to have a larger 
number of colored men for service when this time come# 

"I have been shown a photograph of a jap by the name of l 
and while I cannot positively state that he is the same Jap who gave 
me the above money# I believe that he is the same Jap and I would know 
him if seen face to face. V 

"I wish also to state that ray aunt# Mitti Maud Gordon and David 
James Logan also advised me that what this Jap said was the thing for me 
to do# 

"I wish also to state that in furtherance of this cause I went tc 
St# Louis# Mo# in 1934 and was also there in 1933# I had made a speech 
in Chicago# Illinois. When T went to St# Louis# Mo# I also made a speeh 
at 2709 Walnut Street - upstairs. There was a number of members there# 
Logan and my aunt were there# I was supposed to tako the place of my 
father in the organization or be a lieutenant under Logan# and I was to 
give ray decision about four days after this meeting# 

”1 finally gave my decision to David James Logan and my aunt# 
Mitti Maud Gordon and that decision was that I was not going to 

have anything further to do with this organization. 

"This decision was made by me about May 11# 1934 and that night 
1 was at 2330 Pine St# in St# Louis# Mo# and intending to go back to 
Lundale# West Virginia# I was grabbed by four people and was seriously 
cut up on the back and side which scars are still plainly to be seen* I 
know that David James Logan is one of the four persons who grabbed me and 
cut me up, I also know that a colored man by the name of Lee Butler also 
was among the four who grabbed and that James Logan was the one who did 
the cutting on me# He said "once a member always a member"# 




A 


♦ 




"I succeeded in getting away from them and went to the County 
Hospital in St# Louie, Mo. The police took me to the hospital* I did 
not tell the police who had out mo# I never saw Logan until 1936 
after that# I went to West Virginia after I got out of the hospital# 

I was at Lundale, West Ya. and my aunt Mrs. Cordon and cousin Pauline ' * 
Bahar came to see me. They wanted me to come to Pit tsburgh, Pa# and 

talk the matter over with a Japanese by the name of | I 

and said they could make me see things more plainly. I told them I did 
not care to again join the organisation but was willing to do anything 
to help my father. They said th&t the way for me to help my father was 
to meet this Jap in Pittsburgh, •#**. This was in July or August, 1936# 

"I went to Pittsburgh, Pa# ^ither in August or September 1936 
and was met at the station by my aunt Mrs, Gordon, my cousin, Paul ina^pahar 
and C,VCurtmen, I had notified them T wa s coming on a oerrain train. 

They took me to meet a Jap by the name of I 1 who lived 

about twelve mil©3 out of Pittsburgh, Pa. I wish also to say that David 
James Logan also mat me with the rest I have named above. 

"This Jap explained to raethat there would be a war between the 
United States and Japan in about 1944 ; that the colored or dark races 
are to hang together; that it was one of the duties of member b of the b6 
Moorish Science Temple of America to try to gat all colored members not hie 
to join the military forces of this country; that when war between this 
country and Japan, was started and all the white men were in the array 
that there would be enough colored young men left to cause a revolution 
in this country and take over things here while the soldiers were away in 
foreign service. 

"I agreed to join and this Jap j I gave me over 

$600.00 to go out in West Virginia to organize amoung the colored people, 

"I was then out on parole from the State Penitentiary at Joliet, 
Illinois and instead of going out to work for this organization I went 
back to Joliet, Illinois and gave iryseif up as a parole violator. I 
was later transferred to the State Penitentiary at Menard, Ills, where 
I am now confined and bo far as, I know none of the above mentioned persons 
know where I am. 

"If the above information will be of assistance in the trial of 
any case against any of the Individuals I will be glad to testify as I 
have stated in this statement." 

/s /”3eorg, Johnson" 


"UTitneases: 


lap. Agt. FBI, 1107 111* B1k» Springfield, Ills* 




r 


u 


X 
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_jstated after viewing; the 

photograph of DAVIT' JAMS LOGAN that he is positive that LOGAN appeared 
at the prison for a visit with IRA JOHNSON BET and in looking up the 
record of visits with IRA. JOHNSON BEY advised that the reoord disclosed 
that on November 4, 1941 one D. mCE from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
had a visit with him and that he is positive 'that YJELCH yd ftrfl- 

identical, Thi s identification was also concurred in by | 

jjwho also saw WELCH at that time and stated he is identical 
with the man represented as LOGAN* 


b6 

It is noted that GEORGE JOHNSON is willing to testify in case b7c 
he is reed ed and he further states that he is not acquainted with 

I but that he may be the Jap who gave him money at the home of 
his aunt in Chicago, Illinois, in 1984 but that he would have to 
personally observe him in order to positively so state. 


GEORGE JOHNSON further states that in 1934 while at the home 
of his p.unt, MADAM GORDON, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, he was given 
money by a Jap in the presence of his aunt, MADAM GORDON, and DAVID 
JAMES LOGAN for use in organizing t his cult but he cannot recall the 
name of this Jap but that it nay be | |that in 1935 he was 

given more than $ 500, 00 by a Jap named] |from Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, for use in organicing this cult and after getting this 
money he decided not to use It for that 5 purpose and rather than dc so 
surrendered himself to the authorities at the State Penitentiary, Joliet, 
Illinois, as he was then on parole from that institution. 


GEORGE JOHNSON fir the r stated that Madam GORDON and DAVID JAMES 
LOGAK each received money at the same time he did for the same purpose 
and that both of them have been active in the organization for years and 
to his belief are almost certain to be still so. engaged. 


A teletype summary of the signed statement of GEORGE JOHNSON 
was furnished the Chicago Office on November 7, 1942, 


- PEEERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ChlCagO, Illin ois 


FILE NO. 100-6171 
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Reference is made to the laboratory report dated November 24, 1942, 
Bureau file number 100-124410 in the above entitled case* j In this report ,it^ 
is set forth that the examination conducted of specimens Q-13 through Q-17 
reflects that the same typewriter was used in these specimens* 


The reference laboratory report concludes that the original 
evidence is being retained in the fileB of/the laboratory^ 


Inasmuch as instant case is scheduled for trial in Chicago Decanbfer^ 
8, 1942, it will be necessary to have tf^is evidence available* It is requester 
therefore that the original of specimens \Q-13 through Q-17; be immediately 
forwarded to this office. The united States Attorney has expressed the 
opinion that a laboratory technician may be used as a witness in instant 
case* \ j 


Yours truly 


ty* so UNCLASSIFIED , 
BY 


'’W&Xf&W 


IES DESTROYED/^: 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESflGATIION 
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PEACE MOVmENT OF' ETHIOPIA;. 

FLORIDA CHAPTER^' V ' -' {• . 

WILLIAM, AffllLEl^FERGERSON .with aliases 


internal SECORITT - J 

SEDITION i. 


-Ferguson: 


WllllBj f Ay Ferger aen, WllllanrA 


Williai 

IOPSIS OF FACTS: 


myf.im ASHLEI FERGERSON, leader of subject j i\ 
Organization in ^tate fjf. Florida; membership^ . f. 
card of FERGERSON and ‘thirteen letters from i 
M. M. LjSGORDON of Chicago'to FERGERSON at ^ . ; 

palatkn , Florida obtained; roll book of Fl a *{ ^ ‘ , 

Chapter of subject organization obtained and 
various members interviewed. All activities . 

of FERGERSON in connection with subject organi- 
zation directed by 14. M. L, GORDON according 
to statement of FERGERSON. Funds sent by FEE- L. 
GERSON to M. M. L. GORDON do not exceed the ;)sum 
of $1.00 although he has been working with M. M. y 
L. GORDON in subject organization since 1936. j; 
WILLIAM A . FERGERSON 1 s signed statement admits 
reading to a church congregation a letter received 
'from M. M. L. GORDON in which it is stated that 
the black people will be free When the white man 
has finished committing suicide and that th^ 
battle of the Pacific should be watched and 5 the 
black- people should be-kept together at this time*. 
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Palatka, Florida, at which time It waa ascertained that WILLI AM A* FEB- 
GERSCK was not at home: however.! I was inter- 

Flh( 


$ home « 
concerning 1 
view she tamed over I 


viewed 


land during 


e inter- 
thirteen letters 


which had been received from y. M. L. OORDON of Chicago, by WILLIAM A* 

I also advis ed that subject 
or ftthiQDlA Mid that, | I 

She also advised 


FERGEBSOH, Palatka, Florida, 
was a member of the Peace Movement 


(- 


p 


te 


V 

Ly 


• 

b 2 

i-. 

b 6 


b 7 C 

.V 

b 7 D 




that the organization extended membership to all negroes without charge, 
and that ite purpose was to provide for the return to Africa such members 
of the negro race as desire to settle there. ' 


- WILLIAM A. FEBGEBSOM was interviewed by the writer on 
Hnvamhar ,3Q. 1.942 at which time the lett ers I 

_Jwere retu rned to EEHGERSOK I I after, being 

Twill - ‘ 






tv • 

J - 

• r."'- 


interviewed, WILLIAM Av FERGERSCN furnished to the writer thirteen letters 
which he had received from U. M. L. GORDON ih Chicago. - EBBGE&JCN also ./ 
turned over to the writer at the same time the roll book of) the Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia ihich purported to contain the names of all members 
of the local chapter of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. j 

The thirteen letter# turned, over to' the writer by WILLIAM 
A. FEHGEBSCN are all addressed to him at Palatka,. Florida and they are 
dated at Chicago, Illinois as follows: 5 

. . December 16* 1939 ' 

March 2, 1940 

, V . • ' X r -V March 30, 1940 

•i - mv < October 1, 1940 \ 

. ' July 16, 1940 : , 

June 16, 1942 ■ 

23 * 1942 

: July 3, 1942 , f . . - ' 

■; ' July 20, 1942 
July 29# 1942 V 
; . August 7, 1942 - 

' August 28, 1942 : ; 

; November 7, 1942, ' v 

These letters have all been, marked f of identification by 
the writer’s placing his initials on the back of each envelope and on the 
back of each enclosed letter. ’■ v ' 

•V. • .... ■■ v • .. . . •• • 

■ • •• ' >• v . •• ••» . »• >:• 
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. .. : ' Subject advised that he had received approximately one ; 

letter a month einoe 1936 from H. M, L. GORDON la Chicane and that he, : 
in thrn, wrote to her approximately one each month hut that he had dim* 
troyed most of the letters which he had received and that ’the only letter 
in hi a possession were the thirteen that he tornad over to the writer. v - 
• • •• ■ •' v 'T-vv;.. : r 

The following is a receipt obtained from WHaHAM A. JHBERSON 
under date of Nor ember 19, 1942 whloh is herein set out. The original is : 


being retained in the files of the Miami Field Dir i si on: 




■ ; > ••• • . ; : "Faletka, Florida • -V. •• v .M ; 

' - • /;■■■' November 19,. 1942. 

‘ ‘ . “• . . * * * r • * '** . ; . • i- ' • * * •!'**•]*• 

I, William A. FeiR ereon give 15 letter s which were received by me from . I 
M. M . L. Gordon to | | Special Agent of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation and he may use them in any manner he desires. I also 
give to William A. Godfrey the Hale Book of the Beece Movement of Ethiopia 
as well as a printed speech of Hon. Theodore 0. Bilbo. Tide letters and,;'; 
the book and spee ch given my me toi | beax the mark WAGo 

on the back. When ! | has no further use for the abov 

ret ’ ™ ’ 


. ; : t - 


material he a* y return it to me or destroy it. 

V : V-. • /a/ WILLIAM A. FERGERSOH 

*•' AvI •. . .•'&V -77 v '•t' {■' '■ 


• : ' 


Witness: 


Special Agent, F.B.I.” 


■ 

(■ 

i 


There are herein set out the contents of the’ letters received 
by WIHIAM A. FERGER30N from M. M. L, GORDON in Chicege aag furnished to the 
writer by JEHCBEBSON: ■ .■■■■.* • 


"4451 S. State Si. 
Chicago, Illinois 
December 17, 193? 


• -s-v- ... 

( •>>.< . 

. 3 

■ .>i 

7 r ; 'v‘>- 

• * 'O 

- ''tJ US*-* 


5 


Mr* W.AKFcrgereon 
Route 1— Box ljl 
Palntka, Florida* 


. ~\K : A 


t ./ . 


My dear Mr.' Fergerson :« 

' I am in receipt of. your letter of December 11, 1939* 


% *■■■;* 
**.;7 7 ' k • , 


V~ 


r v 

Kk 


!A ! ffe 'are so happy to have received jour leet letter and report 
for the year of 1939# which wae very encoureglng* I am glad to break 
thia good newe to you; our eufferlug will eoon be over# 1940 will 



b6 * 
:b7c;-v 






bring a great change in this bid world of ours* lot .the secret 
of what 1940 holds for us ia atiil with God* ( X 


I believe all aon will awaken some to open shame. and some • 
to otenial life. Wo wlil no longer sniggled at as infidels and V. 
ignoramuaes, for the hand of God will be plainly shown to everybody, 


L. Gordon, President 


lMfi/rw" 


"4451 So. State St 
March 2, 1940 
Chicago, Illinois 


Mr. Wia. A. Fergeraoh 
Route 1 ' Boat 151 
Paletka, Florida 


Dear Mr. Fergereon :< 


lour letter of February 27, *40 is at hand. 

We thank you for your report for this mouth*. We are doing, our 
best to get this bill to the floor for consideration tide year; 
but, so' far I have no information from the Senator as. to whether 
it can be done or not. . ' «. • 


Ae soon as I get the' information, 1 shall can- 


in getting 


Please continue to do what you can 


the people to join us. 


Mrs. M. M* L. Gordon, Executive Pres. 


MULG/rw" 


I 


ir /'• 




100-6668 

1 ’ - •!»..*. * • * 
v *,i*. •*. 


V-. . -• 


"4451 S. State St, 
Chicago, Illinois 
March 30* 1940 


Mr, Willima A, Fergerson 
Route 1-4— -Bax I 5 I 
Palatka, .Florida, 

Dear Mr, Fergerson : 






. i-.. 

■■■’ r * 7 '* '* • • 


i 

’’I. 


-1 . 


lour letter of March 2$tb 1940 was received 
and we highly appreciate your report as usual, j • 

I Just received a communication from the 
Senator this week, stating that because of the mar and the 
presidential election, our bill dill not 'come.. out this year. 
Politicians will refUee to support while they are seeking 
re-election,- "**..* 

We regret that we have to wait another year, 
but our bill is in the hands of the Government and we , cannot 
rush them, 

• So let us continue to work and look formard 

to consideration In early 1941, • * •: 


- i 


X\ .. 


Tours for the freedom of the race, 
/•/ M. M, L , GORDON 


■; 1 


Mrs, M. M. L. Gordon, Bsscutise; President 


JOJLG/rw" 


'&■- 


• IK 

n - 


»• * 
v. - 


* * *;> *. * * .# # * r 

"4451 S, State; Street 
Chicago, DUnoia 
July 16, 1940 


Mr, Wa. A, Fergereon 
Rte 1, Boat 151 
Palatka, Florida 

1 «** . , >r ‘ _* 4 * . . 

Dear Mr, Ferg arson: 


fV • 


.. letter of July 12 pointing ou£ the serious conditions misting, 
t;; ' in J Florida among our race, also their inability to see eind to 

■ ' .think.' for themselves, lhat is indeed a pitiful situation, but ; 
we can't help it. They have beep in slavery for more than four 
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they are to be pitted rather than abused* Nevertheless they 
shall all awaken; some to eternal life, sons to open shame, as 
quoted in the word of God* When they find themselves; In the midst 
of this terrible ear when every nation will be fighting to save 
their own lives this will force our race together, for everybody 
shall try to kill him. He will be forced to fight to ; save his 
life as well as the rest of the nations* V ‘ 

Whereas, if he would organise now, he would be able to save 
himself without so much trouble and death*. But when ignorance has 
so strongly overshadowed them we are compelled to lease them alone 
and get on for ourselves* However, don't give up because of this, 
you shall not be disappointed when the time cone they will be 
running to you for information* Bs read? to give it -to them be- 
cause it. shall truly come. • 

I always enjoy a' letter from you, pointing out the serious 
conditions of our race there*. I shall give this information to 
the government* Let ma hear from you again* •• 


.. £• ’ ; 

\ *4 ' . „ 


Sincerely yours, 


/$/ M. M* 1, 


•> 

•a 

h 


mjjiEL* 


Mrs • Mi M. L* Gordon, 


• -y., President 

•• * *> * * * 

"4451 .So* State 'Street 
. Chicago, Illinois 

' -V V . ; 'October 1, 1940 • 

. . • •' ■ ' / •••.', ■ ; * 

Mr* 1b* A* Fergerson 
Rte 1, Booc 151 - •*. •. - . , ; 

Palatka, Florida 

. ‘ * I “ * • ‘** ‘ ' .* . ! ; . . ' . * * * 

Dear Mr* Fergerson : 

We hereby acknowledge your letter,, of September 29>* I am glad 
to know that you are keeping up with the latest world's events*:;'’ 

You can sea for yourself that we are headed for the rocks* V , 
We do not know what day we will be plunged into war. But war will 
not last very long, and when it’ is over we will be free to do what 
we wish* There will be no slave bosses ruling black folks after 
this vair is over; black folks will be free all over |tbe world, /. 
Those who stand for nationhood will be blessed* 

: ; . / • . • . / ’ • v ' \r . i* . i . /- *.V .* "•* 


.. ; 
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1 . 
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So stick to jroor trust. The war la a Godsend blessing to 
save black folks* If the war does not come we shall economically 
starve to death and will be exterminated from the earth. 

' • * v : ’■ ■ ‘ « 1 *'* • ” ' - 

Therefore let us thank God for this world's war. It is true 
we have no right to fight for anything unless we are -fighting for 
our own rights* This information I have conveyed to the United 
States government already* ' ' : 

Hope to hear from you from time to time* 

.f., . Sincerely yours, . / 


UULG :EHLT n 


h/ M. M. L. GORDON : 

Mrs. K. M. L. Gordon, Pres. 


* * * * * * *■*■* *•;, 


•' ..v "4451 S* State St* , 

...\ , . ' June 16, 1942 ... 

Mr* William A. Ferguson {■[ 

H* 1. Boat 272 ; . •" . • 

Palatka, Fla* ‘ j 

My dear Pres* Ferguson: ' 

■ ■ •'( ..... V TV .. . • : 

lour report for April and Msy were received and - highly 
appreciated by the Executive council. We find no fault in you 
for dipping the Month of April. It is perfectly alhight* . 

We appreciate you so mu6b for remaining at your' post: in 
order that the state of Florida be represented when the roll 
is called* Please remain at your post that you can be referred 
to when the time comes* I am glad you Interviewed the African 
that you referred to and the information you received encouraging. 
The delay in ay writing you is due to the fact that we have been 
in a great battle against the oppositionists* We won the fight,, 
and are still carrying on In a big way* Be of good courage* The 
time is short* ' i*$-‘ 

. „ ■ . > Vj . f 

. * - ’ ~ *’ * 

Keep the faith and your ear to the ground* 


MICr/mb" 


Sincerely yours, 

• • • ' # f 

/s/ M. M. L. GORDON 

M. U. L. Gordon )■ 
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"4451 S* State St. 
July 3, 1942 


Mr. W. A. Fergerson • 

B. 1, Bok 272 !' • 

Palatkaj Fla. ’ y t . .. .!• .. 

My dear Pres. Fergerson: > > ’• ' , • 

We are acknowledging the receipt of your report of June 22 , 


We are happy to note that you are still at your .post and 
Intend to eta y. I am very glad that you sent in your report at 
this time because the meeting of Council is tonight.^ This is 
highly appreciated. . . 

The work is going on fine here and we hope the ep&elt of 
your members is as strong as yours, because strong members helps 
us to' go on. 

' ^ ' Sincerely yours* /'■;}{ 


UlG/mo" 


U! M. M. L. GORDOM 
. ’ >v , M. M. L. Gordon 


******** * * 


• - ' *•; "July 20, 1942 ‘ ’ ! 

Mir. Wm. A. Ferguson . • H : .. •• •’ * • 

R.1, Box 272, . ••••;. . / • - - ' ■.‘■'Ir 

Palatka, Fla. " V/l V . . ••• . jk /;? 

Dear Mr* Ferguson: • {• 

The Peace Movement of Ethiopia is holding a convention here 
that will close on July 26 and if it is possible for; you to attend 
on that last night we fill be so grateful to have you* | 

* .• V*“ * ^ * ' U : ' \ - *' * 4 * •• ‘ .* 

Out of this convention we are going to tend a telegram to this 
nation asking for the freedom of our people and repatriation now*' 
If It isn’t practical for you to attend personally, please send a 
telegram endorsing this appeal which we will convey to Washington 
along with ours. If you Send a telegram, direct it here no later / 
than ‘4 o’clock Sunday afternoon in order that I may use it in the 
Sunday night meeting and that it might represent the state of 
Florida. 





. 
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Let your telegram read thus: , "We the members of the Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia from the state of Florida sincerely cooper- 
ate with all the rest of the states In the union that request the 
President of the United States to pleaee set free all black slaves 
of America and repatriate them to their fatherland, Africa," 

' - ' . -v . ’ r i.- ':vV „• 

• . ;';••••• : Ufa.' A* Ferguson. 4 . 

lour telegram may consist of fewer words to keep the Cost 
down taut be sure to make it clear that you agree with our appeal. 


ULGr/oo" 


Sincerely yours. 


M. U. L, Gordon^ Ex. Pres, 


* # * * * * * * * * 

"4451 S. State St, 
June 23, 1942 ; 


• : r . 


Ur, William A. Ferguson '• : v i 

R, 1, Bo* 273 • : \ " ‘ 

Palatka, Fla. . f ./>.* 

‘ My dear Mr*. Ferguson: • 4 . 7 a V'- 

We are sorry to know that we had neglected sending your 
credentials. We hope you will excuse our oversight.: You will 
find them enclosed in this letter, ' ' 


Sincerely yours, 


s/ M. M. L. GORDON i 
M. M. L. Gordon i 


"Chicago, Illinois 
44^1 So. State St. 


TO WHOM IT MAI CONCERN: 


- • -ii .. 7 • 

February 13, 1942 

- V ' -' " 
• ;^, T‘r . 


This is to certify that the bearer, Ur. WILLIAM A. FERGUSON 
is duly authorised by the Executive Council of THE PEACE MOVEUEHT 
OF ETHIOPIA to represent and protect the interests of THB PEACE 
MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, in every , city and state where' individuals 7 
of African descent may reside; to establish Locals; wherever he 
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v- 


aay desm it advisable, and to give proper infornatioh concerning 
THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF E1HIQPI1. ‘ • 

Kindljr extend to bin the proper courtesies and co-operation, 
for which we thank you* J 

/a/ M» M. U QOBPOw i . 

Mrs. M. U. L. Gordon, Pres* 

it H 




it 


HuU and Void after gahmaiy .14,. 
UML/cto"' •,* ; ' f ‘ 1 

»•' • ' * * *.* * ***** 

"451 s. State St. 
Chicago, ILL. 

... 'July 29, 1942 

Hr* VSin. Ferguson - *{'• . 

R. 1, Box 272 \ 

Palatka, Fla. ’ ’• a,’ ... .... 

Dear Mr. Ferguson: 


Holliday, Secretary 

S' • ‘ 


l - 

•1 - 


■' V ’ I- 


We thank you for the telegran sent to .cur convention July 26. 

It cane in on time for the nesting for Sunday night. It played a 
great part in pitting over the work we had in view* Four states 
were represented by telegran. This gave us 28 states represented 
in the convention* ? 

' : ‘ V ■ • I ‘ . ’ • • 

Ton will find enclosed a copy of the telegran sent to .President 
Roosevelt, Senator Bilbo, and Col. Cok iron the convention, and as 
soon as a reply is nads, if any, you will receive the infomatioo* 

. * , * , , ‘ „ v'\ , * ‘ 5 ‘ •• ' V ‘ 

We highly appreciate you and year Local for your co-operation ; 
16 thlo convention* Keep op the good work in that state* Your 
telegram put the state of Florida over on the night of the 26th* 


Sincerely yours. 


* 

t 




/s/ M. M, L. GORDQH 
r 1C* 1C* L* Gordon 




The following ie an enclosure contained In the [above letter: 
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"CONVENTION OF THE PEACE MOVEMENT OP ETHIOPIA 

SUBJECTS PURER DISCUSSION ■ 1 "• 

1. CANN THE BLACK HAH BE HADE COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES' GOVERNMENT? , 1 

2 WHAT STEPS COULD BE TAKEN TO BRING ABOUT A PERMANENT 
SOLUTION FOR THE RAGE PROBLEM IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? 

3 . SHOULD THE HATTER BE DELATED, OR SHOULD THE BLACK HAN 
ACT, NOW? • : f v - 

•4w IF IBS UNITED NATIONS LOSE THE WAR, WHAT ABOUT THE 
BLACK HAN'S FUTURE IN THE U.S.? ? v 

5* CAN COUPIETE 3NHSPENDENGE FOR THE BLACK HAN EDUCATIONALLY, 
ECONOMICALLY AND POLITICALLY BE OBTAINED THROUGH SEPARATION AND 
REPATRIATION? 

.■ -C. ' ' - V ; " .• ... • 

6 . WHY SHOULD THE HLACK HAN CHOOSE AFRICA AS HIS DESTINATION?" 

Following is the copy of the telegraa referred to in the 
above .letter: '•! 


"256 E. 47th St. 
Chicago, Hi* 
Jtil 7 26 , 1942 


I 

■■if -- 


-- >• 


Col# 

924 E, Main St# 
Richmond, 7a, 


Dear Col, Code: 


4 ; I 


H-h-. 

: -j. ■ 

• - 

rb 
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■ *> \' 
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-• V 


We the officers andaembera afthePeace Movement of Ethiopia 
meeting in Convention in the city of Chicago, Sander July 26 , 1942 
at 3 J »6 E, 47 th St., with 28 states represoited herein, do hereby 
demand from the President and Congress that we be repatriated to . 
Liberia, West Coast Africa now , ‘-'.j 1 '.-. 


• ■ 


As we have served bur time in slaveiy and there 4 is. no further 
need of us, we desire to call your attention to a Memorial sent to 
■you - by <the Peace Movement of Ethiopia November 15* 1933* Now the 
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Coming from the floor of this convention a unanimous vote 
a airing this benign , provident and fair-minded government to give 
Immediate consideration to our dsnands. • 

Whereas justice cannot be obtained for black people In this 
country, four centuries have proven this* Because of these facts, 
we demand (X) : that black slave* be given co«>l«te freedom now, 

(2) that we be repatriated to Africa ijoa, (3) that bmtal murder 
be stopped now . (4) We demand that we be permitted to go where we 
can develop our own schools, institutions, Indistries. and national 
affairs which can only be accomplished In Africa* (5) We demand 
that amalgamation of these two races be stopped now* (6) We demand "I / 
that ohr Bill how pending In the U*S. Senate be given some consideration 
now* . > . 




T 


>1 

:•* ] • 


We have here no horrified or foolish preaching about the evils 
of violence. (See our Memorial) ‘ the issue that faces us today is 
the fight against starvation, the masses with the right o£ self- \ j 

determination In tthe fight for repatriation* • r 

‘ . , ■ • >k . • . • * • * . . r 

Carrying out these demands will solve the race problem in this 
country and set free the helpless and ostracised people. Ibis we 
believe, will bring peach to this nation* 




We anxiously await your reply* 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA 

. •• 

.V Headquarters, 445HS. State St. 
Chicago, HI*" ' 

« • « e * * * * * e 1 


rf I 


-”401 S. State St. 
Chicago, HI. 

Aug. 7, 1942, v . 


Mr* Uhl* A* Fergereon 
R. 1, Box 272 
Palatka, Fla . 

• * * 1 • » r ~ 1 , ' * 

Dear Mr* Fergerson : 


"s 


i ' 


> • . 1 


,r : ^ 

-I . • 

'd 






We received your letter of July 27* We highly .appreciate your 


AU 5 vs vmw wave** 

V. j . *..>£*' I/.. • 

It is encouraging to know that you are still trying to wake 7.... "" 
slewing people. We hope you can get some of the people to make 
up and woric with you* O', 


-12- 
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Our convention was a great success. We received a reply to 
our telegram from Col. Cox. Ha was very enthusiast! e, ever the move 
we made In sending the telegram to Washington, and sent his best 
wishes. Quoting from his 'letter, *1 am proud of the P.MQO.E. This 
great work, Will succeed.' i 


Hoping for success, we are. 


Sincerely yours. 


, W-, 


M IC/mo" 


M.M.L. Gordon 


* *:* *««***« 

. . -f ' '■ ' i •. • • • •. 

"4451 $, state Street '/ .. | • 

Chicago, Illinois / 

August 28, 1942 - ., - r : 

Ur. Vito. A. Fergerson - > 

R. F. D. 1, Boot 272 ' ; f 

Palatka, Fla. v ' , r ' •• ; ■ V'> ; ‘ V ; 

Dear Ur, Fergerson: 

We are in receipt of your letter of August l7tto bringing 
in your report for the month, for which we are very grateful 
to you. - - ' .. 

We received a reply from Senator Bilbo concerning our. 
telegram. He spoke very encouraging about it. We alsc heard 
from Col. Cox who said the matter would come up before a con- 
ference in the very near future. But they know that shite people 
in. this country are afraid because they are fighting a losing war,'- 
and it will take sometime' before the matter reaches its culmination. 


We highly appreciate the courage and interest shown by you to 
continue to keep the work up in the State of Fla. So keep in touch 
with ue from tliu to time. 


MMCfijEHT" 


Sincerely yours. 


Urs. U. H. L, Gordon, 
Pres.-: i- 


* * * * -a *;-# « * * 
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Ur. William A. Fergerson 
Route 1 — Box 272 
P&Latka, Florida 

My dear Mr. Forgeraon : 


V.v..r ‘A-:?V 

; I ; . ;■ V. t 


.. 


-*V. • ' W:- :‘-f 

"4451 South State St]/ 
Chicago, Illinois ;< 
November 7, 1942 I 




We are acknowledging- yours of Sept. 28th 
aleo yours of Oct. 19th. We are very /glad to hear from you ' 
and regret, that me have been unable to Write you before hour. 

But we have been Involved In a controversy 

and have been since Sept. 20th. . \ S' . 

.. : " . . . : ; J : 2, - •• •• W. 

iv . But God is good and will take care of . those 
who believe. Keep the faith and Courage and soon our work will 
be over. /, 'v.? ; .v. . V- ■ 


IV/ ■ • 


/ 1 if 




Yours for 'the freedom of the race> 


UUm/rlgn 


’ Mrs. U. M. L. Gordon, Executive Pres. 




All of the above letters were- Written an the letterhead of 
/Die Peace Movement Of Ethiopia, upon which the following names appear: 


Executive President, 

M. M. L. GORDON, 1 
4451 S. State St. ; 

Secretary General, . V 

. E. HOLLIDAY V-' ■ • ' ■ 

lst_Atsietant President General, 

' J'. ROCKMOHE 

did Assistant President General, - 
H. BROWN 

National Organizer 
• • ' MRS. C. J. ALLEN . . = •; ' V. /'■' V ' ‘ 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

W. H ."tWERRIWEAlHER . Chr* 
J. E. HART ' 5 ' 
w. P. JOHNSON 
- bi D. JUNNIOR . “ 

Hi-HDNT / r 

CELIA JV 'ALLEN 
JAME^pOMETT. v 
O^CALVIN 
M. M. L. GORDON 1 '-'. 

E. HOLIDAY 

J.RQCKMOHE ,y 

H. BROWN : . . 

D. J. LOGAN 

t'W-’ 1 •• 


Chaplain, ... 

D. J. LOGAN, 

Division. 


ip 1 ' 


The above' 13 L9ftr£&s are being forwarded to the Chicago Field 

*• ‘ ’ >u- ’ v ; " ; 
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It is to be noted that a photostatic copy of- a letter 
dated January 21, 1941, addressed to WILLIAM A. FERGEBSON,? nee furnished 
to the Miami field Division, Which mas not in. the possession of WILLIAM 
A. FERGERSON; however, the photostat ic eopy of the letter was exhibited > 
to WILLIAM A. FERGERSON St which tine he acknowledged that he had received 
■said letter.', . 

■ • . . ■ ...••> ! 

The following. is a signed statement obtained from WILLIAM Ail 
FERGERSON relat lire to 'the receipt of various letters from Madam GORDON Odd 
his connection and activities with subject organization. The original of . 
this statement is being forwarded to the Chicago Field Division along with 
copies of this report: • .• £•* /. 

* ;• / - i ’ t « 

•I.,- • . ?; V' "palatka, Florida . ;^VU 

. . . November 20, 1942 -V ‘‘ r ' I 


b6 

b7C 


I, WHIISM A. FERGERSON, of Hifikarlllf . Pajatlfia. Florida 


do. 


of my own f ree win, make this statement to, [ 

[ who have told me that they are Special Agents of the Federal 
of lnret 


Bureau or Investigation, I have been told that I do not have to make any 
statement and that anything I say can be used against me.; No one has 
threatened me, and I have not bean promised anything to gat ms to make this 
statement ' %, ■ ••••■. ‘ ; .. : j ’ 


I was born at Whitehall, South Carolina on August 25, 1886, 

I lived in Georgia and Florida until 1916 wham I moved to; Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania* I stayed in the North until 1902 living most of the time in 
New Jersey. I came back to Florida in 1931 and have lived here ever since; 


: In the early part of 1936, X read an article in the Pittsburgh 
Courier, whieh told about a plan to return the Negro. people to Af rlca.Thi 
story gave the name of M. M, L. GORDON and I wrote to her. telling her that 
I was interacted in The. Peace Movement of Ethiopia *ich the newspaper told 
about. I asked for information about the Movement and she wrote back and 
told me to get ail the names that I could and sand them back to her. She 
also told me to keep a record of all the. names I got. "iv 


• After I got this 
of oplored people that I c ould 
have given to Special AgentT~ 
members r of the Peace Movement out l aid not talk to au of the people ahos# 
names are written there. .. 


letter I went to work to get ail the names 1 
and I w rote them all down jin a book whloh .1 

book are 


i Ail of the names la this 

4 


About three months after I wrote to Mrs. GORDON the first 
time, she wrote to me and told me' that I had been made the leader of the 


.''.-I 


■> 15 - 


( 
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Peace Movement of Ethiopia, for the State of Florida, to keep up the good . 
!work of getting members , and that she would make jne the President of the V 
Movement in Florida. 

At about the same time Mrs. GORDON wrote me a letter in 1 
vhioh ehe told me to sigh two typewritten letters Which she was sending me, . 
.end have someone else 'sign, as Secretary, and then mail one letter to Senator . 
BILBO and one to Senat or PEPPER. I signed both letters as tha President 
end J* W*-HINE8 signed each letter as Secretary. After the letters mere ’.j 
signed, I mailed them to the Senators as Mrs. GORDON had told me to. J. W. 
HINES was appointed Secretary by me but that is all tint ho ever did* He 
left Paletka about three or four years ago, and the last time that I heard 
of him he i«s in Jacksonville, Florida, . , . • j . ' I • 

>.• About three months after I wrote to Mrs. GORDON she wrote me 
a letter in' which she said that Members could have Membership Cards for ten 
cents and the Pin for five cents. She said that it was not necessary to V 
have a card or a pin to be a member, and. nobody had to pay tqr dues. All 
that a colored person had to do to become a member of the. Movement was to , ' 
give their name. In the membership book which 1 mad# I put down the names 
of some colored people whom I did hot see ; usually these names were given 
to me by some member of the family. After I got the people* s names I sent 
them to M. M, L. CORDON at 4451 S. State Street, Chicago,; I got my own , 

membership card and pin about three or four months after I started sending 
In names; I sent in money for fimr or five other members to get tbem cards 
and pins but 1 can't remember wib those members were* I think that I sent 
about one dollar to Mrs. GORDON to get these cards and pins^ 

From the time when I first wrote t-o Mrs* GORDON in 1936 I 
received a letter from her every month, until two or three! months ago. I ' : X 
sent her a report every month telling her idiet I was doing from 1936 until 
this month November 1942. - • . - ; ' • 1. ' .V- ‘ *'•' -i , *• ’ 

Zn an the work that I did for the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, 

I took orders from M. M. L. GORDON; whatever she told me -to do I did. In 
July of 1942 I got e letter from Mrs, GORDON in which she asked me to send : 
a telegram to her so that she oould send it to khe President of the United 
States. The ..letter was dated July 20, 1942 and I copied .the telegram as . • 

she had it written in her letter and sent it to her in Chicago. The telegram 
read as follows: 'We the. mambers of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. from the 

Stats of Florida sincerely cooperate with ail the rest of the states in the . 
onion that' refuest. the President of the United States to please set free 
, all bladk slaves of America and repatriate than to their ^Fatherland, Africa.*! 
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In June of 1942, I received a letter from Mrs. GORDON which 
was. dated Jhne: 23 , 1942, and stated that sha was sending me 107 credentials 
to represent and establish locals of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia any ' 
place that 1 wanted to. The credentials were signed by H. M. L. GORDON, 1 
President and ROSIE L . GS4RRING who signed over the name of E. A. HOLLID AY. 
Secretary. I. have delivered these credentials to Special' Agent l j with 

the letter which came with them. ■ ‘ •;.$ i >'j.| ‘ 

Most of the letters whloh I received from Mrs. GORDON 1 have 
destroyed , and those which I saved I have turned over to Special Agent 
I I The dates on the letters' which I gave to Mr. GODFREY are as follows: 

-December 16, 1939; March 2, 1940; March 30, 1940; July 16; 1940; October 1, 
1940; June 16, 1942; July 3, 1942; July 20, 1942; June 23, 1942; July 29, 1942; 
August 7, 1942; August 28, 1942; November. 7. 1942. There are thirteen letters 
In an and I have also given Special Agent I ly membership card and pin. 

. -• ' • •• « 1 ‘ ;’j I 

After Senator BILBO's speech in Wellington I wrote to Mrs. 

GORDON and ashed her what the Senator meant then he said that God made the 
white man but he didn't know who made the negro. Mrs. GORDON wrote back: p-.‘ 
that I must remember that the senator was speaking to white man; in the 
latter she said, . 'We have to be careful what we say because letters often . 
go astray. When we have to depend on the crocodile to cross the stream, wfe ' 
must pat him on the back until we get on the other side* .; From her letter "' 

I knew that when aha spoke of the 'crocodile' aha meant the white man. 

In another letter which Mrs. GORDON wrote to me about three 
years ago, she told me to show the letter to the police if they came to j •, 
my house while we Ware holding a meeting, I had written to her asking what 
to do if an officer came and the letter whieh she said\toj show him said: , 1 
that President ROOSEVELT, Mrs. ROOSEVELT and all the high? officials had 
investigated the Movement and saw that it was a free Movement end they 
had given 'relief* to. hold a meeting,. About the same tike she sent me a 
copy of the by-laws of the Pe ace Movement of Ethiopia but X have lost the 
book* Special Agent I l has reed me parts of the Constitution of the 

Peace Movement of Ethiopia and those parts ware the same as the bylaws I 
received from Mrs. GORDON. • V. ' ’ • 

Mrs, GORDON always gave me orders to do what she wanted done. 

In her first letter she told me. to call oh all the colored people that! 
oould and try to get their names as members of the Feace Movement of Ethiopia; 
she also told me to go out and talk about the Movemecfc and make speeches 
wherever I oould. I spoke at the Mount Carmel Church at Toddsvllie in June 
or July of 1942, and at the Crosby Church on 18th Street,; Faiatke, and also 
at the Baptist Church in Shiloh. Every time that I spoke' I either read a 


I 
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latter or two from Mrs. GORDON or had somebody read them for- MS. After 
the letters mere reed I would explain the Movement to the : people and also 
the letters which Mrs* GORDON had written. j r : 

I remember receiving a letter from Mrs. GORDON in which she 
asked me to keep on working. 1 had written her saying that the people 
would not listen to me and that 1 was going to quit. She;: wrote saying 
that * if the people in palette wont listen to you, go on farther down the 
road where they will listen to you; don* t give up the fight, tombs can 4o 
more with -them than you can' , . In another letter which she wrote to me she 
. said, 'Watch the war when, it gets in the Pacific* , but I didn't knoWr. r ■ 
exactly what she meant because we were not in war when I got the letter* , 3 
She also wrote me a latter, in which she said,' 'We have to fight for our 
fights, and remamber that no. one is going to do anything for the blank. man 
but the black man himself ; „ .. £.'/>• «,-•!//' /*'? yj- 

About three years age Mrs, GORDON asked. me to attend a 
'convention of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia at Washington, b*,C., but i . ] 
could not go because I didn't have any money. In her letter she said that 
she wanted me to ocme and represent; the movement as a delegate from the 
State of Florid*. After thS Convention she wrote me e letter telling me 
what had happened at the convention and said that there were many delegates 
'there from different parts of the country. i ■ ;|-| 

\ Under order which ! got f r’qn:M. M. L. , GORDON I tried to get 
members for the! peace. Movement of Ethiopia in and around Falatke, Florida. 

I did this by talking to them in their homes, at the places where I was : 
working and by making speeches end reading letters from Mrs. GORDON in the 
colored churches* When I first started working for Mrs. CORDON she told 
me to have meetings of the colored people end get their help in getting 
members for the Movement. I called e meeti ng to, be held a at ’aqr feouee but 


the only person who came to the meeting was 
in Feiatka. 


khp lives here 


'i - 1 


Special Agent q |h®wr© shown me a picture 

of a espy of a letter which l received from M7TT7 t. GORDON. -I have read 
the copy and know that: it is a true and correct oopy of the. original letter 
vtoich I received. The letter is dated January 21, 1941 andone of the . 1 . 

paragraphs ofv it is as follows t- ■ - > ,‘y j. ; r.1 

'Have no fear for the Africans. Before this war is over 
Africa will be redeemed from the hands of aliens and Her eons throughout 
the world will be repatriated to their own land. !. 

We ere still working to carry out our objectivaj .yet, this - i 
damnable war he's retarded our work to some extinct,. We, hardly know what : , c 
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will happen next. But It does set matte rwh’at takes place the black 
people of the world will be free when the whltf men have finished committing 
suicide. The atom in the Bast is rising very fast which is vital to us. | 
Please watch carefully the battle in the Pacific and advise your people to % 
allow nothing to keep them apart at this time. When this battle comes to 
the Pacific it means a complete end of the present order jof ■ things * * 


21 . 


In June or July of this year I had the l etter 'dated J anua 
1941 which I recei ved from U. U. L. GORDON read in L 


ley 


This letter and the one dated June 16, 1942 were 


read by] land after jahe finished read- 

ing them I explained what the letters meant. I knew thai we were at war ,.j’> 
with Japan when this letter was read, and I knew that the statement in the 
letter about the Pacific battle meant the Japanese. 1 do not remember, 
saying anything about the Japanese in explaining these letters to the people, 
I knew that the letters which I received from Mrs. GORDON about the white 
man committing suicide and about the war in the Pacific were all bad and 
I know that r was foolish to havethem read, because they were against my 
country. I didn’t mean to do any ham to the United States and I thought 
that I was just helping the colored mahi, I am Just a poor ignorant man and 
I have had no schooling, and I just did what Mrs. GORDON told me.. 


pages, 


X have read the above statement it is true and it is three 

. '• ••• ' " * 5 1 

•I. !' '• ■ l " ■'•'•••! 

william a, fergerson i • 


[ 


Witnessed; 




Special Agent F • B* X . 
Special Agent F. B. 1. 


,1 


There was also obtained f rom WH1IAM A. FERGERSON his member- 
ship card in the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. This card , is approximately 
three by one and one-half inches; whits paper with black print; the left 
hand corner contains a printed Sphinx and the right hand corner a crescent 
star; in the center is printed, "One God — One Country •*-' One People, > 
Membership Card of the Pesos Movement of Ethiopia, To Return People of' ! ' 
African Descent to their Motherland Africa." .The card is filled out as 
■ follows;'' ■- : ,*i ‘ '• *. Y ; , •']-]. 


"Rhms: WILLIAM A/ FERGERSEN 
Address: Paiatka . Florida- . 
. Ex-Pres.j M, M. L. GORDON 


Sec’y Gen.: E. HOLLIDAY 


Vide Pres.: 
Local ■ 


J. ROCKMORB 


\Y 
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This membership card has been identified by: the miters 
piecing his Initials on the back thereof and is being forwarded to the 
Chicago Field Division along with copies of this report. 

A membership pin was obtained from WILLIAM A, FERGERSON. 

This pin bears the letters, "The Lion of Judah, King of Ethiopia". It 
bears a picture in the center of a yellow and green flag with a Hon in 
the center and a white and blue flag on the right. This pin has been 
identified by the writer’s placing his initials on the back thereof and 
is being forwarded to the Chicago Field Division along with copies of this 
report. ’• 5 •’ . 

. *' r - * ' ^ • *- • '. * . " ! " r I 

A brown, paper-bound Order Book, entitled ink, "Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia, Rol^. Book, W. M. A. FERGERSON, Palatka , Florida," 
dated April First, 1936,. was obtained from WILLIAM A. FEEGERSON and is 
identified on the beujlkf thereon with initials of writer. This book purports 
to contain the names of members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in the 
State of Florida, It contains approximately one hundred names ; however, . 
investigation of the names contained therein discloses that in many cades 
an individual would furnish his nemo to FEBGEESON signifying his desire 
to become affiliated with the Peaoe Movement of Ethiopia, and at the same 
time the name of the prospective member along with the names of his wife / 
and children and' Any relatives or friends living nearby would also be. ' 
placed in the roll book. Upon interview, many of these individuals had 
no knowledge of /subject organization other than that they had heard of its 
existence among' the negro society of Palatka. The following is a list 
of names a? set out in the roll book:’ . • / '* 


u.~ 


"WILLIAM A, FERGERSON, Molds* 
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Tha f«Tlrt»4wg -as ^nnrtirt.nri hv Social Agents 


sr_Sij« 


- 


AT PALA1KA. FLORIDA: 


•. ■' ■■ ■. 

It is to be noted that all persons interviewed during the 

course of this investigation are colored* j 

; ’ ••• : . ‘ V-- ■ . .. /) '■. v ;• :' j { r 

Subject WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN, when questioned as to the names 
appearing In his. membership book, advised that comparatively few of these 
people had actually been contacted by him* He stated that; he would contact; 
one' member of .a family and explain the movement to him and) obtain his per- 
mission to put his name dom as a member* He would also obtain from the 
person contacted the namss of all of hie family and friends and in some cases, 
the Subject even put down the names of children not yet born as members* He 
advised that the reason for doing tills was that he wished ho obtain a large 
number of names as members and that he figured the leaders, of the movement 
would in no way know that he had not contacted all of the persons named and 
listed as members, : l 


■.b6 

b7C 


| advised that he had talked over 

the Peace Movement of Ethiopia with the Subject, EEBDERSEN on numerous 
occasions and that he had advised F repnftRSKM that he would support the move- 


ment and become a member* 
a membership card or pin* 


stated, however, that he never obtained 
advised that Subject FEBGERSER had read 


him several letters concerning the movement which were signed by M. U. L* 
GORDON, one letter of which was dated June 16 f 1012* signed hr GORDON, and 
advised FEBGERSEN "to be cf good courage . etc. " I h owever* refused 

to identify this letter and claimed that he had not talked to the Subject 
concerning the movement within the peat two years* j. - J 


The following signed statement was obtained from 


"Palatka Fla* -i.{ 

November 24 , 1942 


1 aft er having been advised' by [ 


] 


who have identified themselves to me 
as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, ' that I do 
not have to make any statement and that any statement I mate' may be 
used in Court, make the. following free and voluntary statement* No 
threats or promises have been made to me* ' ** 


[ 


T l ive at 


the last five years* 


hem 


and I have lived 


]l have Known WILLIAM FERGUSON for about 


1 s* " 
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About four years ago FEBGUSCN started to talking to me 
about a peace movement for the colored people. Be told me tills move- • 
ment was to. organize the colored people to go to Africa. He told me 
be was getting bis Info mat ion from a Mrs.^M. M. L. GORDON of Chicago, j' 
I ask FEBGUSCN if the government knew about this and he said Mrs. GORDON 
told him the President knows about it and that she was going to send the 
names of all the members to the President. 1 told FERGUSON then that he 
could put my name down as a member. , / •! ‘ 

After this, FERGUSON and 1 talked about this organization and 
one time, about 2 ^ years ago, we were going to have a meeting of the 
members at FERGUSONS house. Only one other member and I got to this 
meeting and I disremember who that man was. Since nobody was there, we 
didn't have no discussion of the movement that night. 

About 2 years ago, FERGUSON read ms a letter, which he said 
was fro m Mrs. M. if. L. GORDON. I can't remember all that was in the 

letter.[ has just read me a letter dated • October 1 , I 94 O 

and addressed to hr. WlbLlAM A. FERGUSON, Route 1, Box 151 Palatka, 

Fla. Ihis letter is signed M. M. L. GORDON and it sounds like the letter 
FERGUSON read to me. v .j , 


About two and one half years ago I was talking to FERGUSON 
about the movement and he told me that the Japs were for the colored 
people. He said Germany and Italy had started to take a part of Africa 
and that the Japs had stepped in and stopped them. He also said it 
looked like the Japs were the only friends the colored people had. 

I don't know where FERGUSON got this information. 

I considered myself a amber of this organization but 1 never 
did get a card or pin. 

. .. - \* 

• *.* ’ • -I . f ' • ' ’ , ■ 

This stat ement of 2 pages and four lines has been read to 

Jin the presence of | pad all of it is true. 


v : 


me by 


I am signing my name to this as It is what I saUT 


• f • • . 


M 


Witnessed By: 


M 


% 
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Social Agent 


/•k 


fecial Agent, F.B.l. " 
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■ ' V-V I ^ advised that ' FERGERSEN had 

talked with her about the Peace Movement of' Ethiopia and It was tier under- 
standing that the movement was- starte d to organiz e all of the Negroes arid 
obtain their passage back to Africa* I I further advised that it was 

her understanding that if the Negroes refbaed to volunteer^ :organisd and'^ 
return to Africa, that the United Statea Govemnmt was going to force 
them to return* I l advised that She had become a member, of r ’thiai . 

. organization and that She had Obtained four membership cards, one for her- 
se lf and on e for each of her, three children. A diligent search was made 
tar I land the agents, with her petals sioh. but the cards could not ; - 

be located, . ■ ' < /, * < ."-V, • . ' • „ : " 


. | I fbrther stated that 1 

these cards she would turn them over to Special Agon 
the following signed statement ; ; 



die found' 
She made 


'Palatka Fla. 

-i'-v •- November 24, 1942 K*" 

I.'l paving been advised by j 

| identified, to me as Special Agents of ..the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, that I do riot have to make a{ statement, make 
toe following free and voluntary statement* No threats or promises 
have been made to me and I, know this statement can bei used in court* / 


dnos 1936 and my present address 
I have known WILLIAM FERGUSON 


nost ever si 




About 3 years ago WUlIAM FERGUSON cams to my house arid 
started telling me about the Peace Movement of Ethopia. He told me 
that Senator BILBO was behind the movement and that Madam GORDON, a 
woman in Chicago was where he got his information. He told me he 
was trying to get members and wanted me to be a member. I told him 
he could send my name In as a member and I alao told him to send the 
names of 3 of mr children. Their na mes a H I . 

I _ I fEBQUSOW didn't talk with them. 

EachTo? ~ub got a. membership • card. I have been shown a . card by 

1 that is made out to WILLIAM A. FE0GEESEN of Palatka, Fla., 
which states it is a membership card of "The Peace Movement of Ethiopia, 
and is signed M. M. L. GORDON, Ex-Pres., J. RQCKMOHE, Vice-Pros., and 
J&.JHGLLl[)AXj Secy-Con. This card 1 b like the ones my children and ; 

I got. • '•? •' • *, 


*v< , 1. 
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' FERGUSON talked with me about the peace aartamt several ; 
tines and read me some letters from a Madam GORDON. . I don*t remember 
shat was In the letters* He told ms one time that Madam GORDON or 
Senator BUBO had said that if the colored people dlda't agree to 
go back when the transportation was famished that we would have to. 
go later the best way we could; that the government whs going to make 

’ US go* "' •''•'I 

. * *'* /. .* , - .v 1 , ;•* * • - •• • | 

1 am unable to find the four membership cards at this time* 

I have read this statement and signed my name to both pages* 
It is all true* ‘ 

: - . •' /s/l 

*, .. * - • ’ * v i 

Witnessed:. 


/»/ 


Special Agent f.B.I. 


/»/ 


Special Agent r.u.l." 


• I 


advised that FBBGKBSEN had approached him 
concerning his joining the reace Movement of Ethiopia and at that time he 
explained it to him as being a movement backed by the United States Govern- 
ment. to organise the Negroes in order that they might return to Africa* j 
[idvisedthat he gave FERGERSEN permission to add his name as a 


member of this organisation*. 


fhs following is a signed statemsnt ofj 


"PaUtka, Fla. 
Il-24r42 




[make the following statement to fecial 
~]who I know to be Special 
Ag ent s' or the reaerai uureaa or investigation* No threats or promises 
have been made to me to make this statement* and I know I do not have 
to, make any statement* ' '' ’ ; : ; 


I live in Palatka* Fla* , and 1 have known WILLIAM FERGUSON 
for about 7 years* About 5 years 'ago WILLIAM FERGUSON* told me that 
he was a member of the Peace Movement of Ethopia. and that he was 
trying to get members to support this movement. FERGUSON told me 
that the movement was trying, to get the colored race organized and 
try to get all of ..us to go back to Africa. He told me that all of our 
names were going to be sent to the President of the movement* M. M. L. 
GORDON in Chicago* and that she was going to send them to the President 
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I told FERGUSCN that I would become a member and support the move- 
meat* I never purchased a card or a. pin from the movement* 

The above statement of 1 page has been read to me and it 
is a true statement of the facts. No threats or promisee" have been 
made to me and I signed this statement of ay own freewill, knowing 
that it may be used in court against me* 


\:y 


b6 
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/»/! 


'A 


Special- Agents* F.B.I.” 


advised that! 


_ stated that after he had delivered 

a sermon in his church, FEBGERSEN got up and r equested p ermissio n to have 
someone read some letters to the Congregation* 1 p aid that | I 


read to 

letters 

WILLIAM 





to the Congregation at PEDERSEN'S request* one of idiich 
dent if led as being identical with a letter addressed to 

* dated January 2 1* 1941 and signed by U. M. L* GORDON *| 


Jsould not identify the second letter Which was read at that time. 


The following signed statement was given bj[ 


"Palatka, Fla. 
11 - 23 - 42 / 


i » • - y ' •• r 

I gate to e following statement to[ 




c 


fecial Agents of' the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation. I make the following statement of ay own 
free will and no threats of promises of any kind have been made' to 
me.; fPJS'. " j- - . : : 


A., 


I have lived in Palatka* Fla** for the past; 17 years* and 
have know n WILL FERGUS® for about 5 years* , In the latter part of 
1939 FERGUS® stopped by my home and talked to me about joining some 
organization of which he was head* and which consented Africa* He 
told me if X.' bought a pin 1 would become a member* I told him that 
I was not interested in the organization and he left* • v 


About the Tirst of July, 
«mx 


1942, FERGUSCN, who is not a member of my church, came to one of our 
services* After the sermon FERGUSON stood up a nd said he had a letter 
he wanted someone to read to the congregation* I | read. a 

letter iblch 1 remember wae addressed to WILL FERGtiSON, and said 
something about thanking FEH3US0N for being the first to send in bis 
1941 report* 1 remember that the letter said something about the; 
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battle of the Pacific* The letter dated January 21, 1<?41, addressed 
to Mr* WILLIAM A. FERGUS®, Br-1, B ox 151. Palatka. Ha., which has 
-bean .showed to me by Special Agenta I ~ 

[j labd which I have read, appears to me to be the letter which] 

[ead at my church* 


After 


I finished reading the letter, FERGUS® got 

up and told the Congregation that he wanted the letter read, so that 

we would know what he was doing* i' I 

’ * *- '* •* ' »Sv.. . / I 

This statement c onsisting of’ tyre pages has. been read to me 
by Special Agent [ 1 and it is a -true statement of the facts* 

I have signed this statement of my om freewill and Ii'know that it 
may be used against me in a court of law* " 


Witnessed 


Sidled 
• • /s/ 


/*A 


/*L 


Tsun 


Special Agent 


Special Agent F.B.I." r , 

- . , , • . • ‘ V ; - : y 

The signed statements set out above are being retained in 
the file of the Miami Field Division. 


L 


jha Allen Chapel, 


a Methodist Church in Hieksville, Florida, and advised that four or five 
years ago, FEBGERSCK appeared at the Allen Chapel church and after the 
service requested permission to explain something to. the Congregation* She 
said that FEBGERSEN started talking to the Congregation in words which she 
could not understand and that everyone started laughing and FERDERSCN retired* 




• She 

give anv talks. I 


stated that FEBGERSEN never reappeared at that church to 
hdvla^ d that subsequent to this time, her san-lh~lajr, 
advised her that he had given FEBGERSEN her name 


% 

ide 


along with his own to be added to the membership roles bf the movement* 

| [ stated that all die knew about the movement was that it had been an 
attempt to organize all of the Negroes who wished to return to Africa and 
that it was her understanding that if such organisation was large en ough. 
that the Government was going to pay their transportation to Africa* [_ 
was questioned concerning any pro-Japanese statements which might be made by 
FEBGERSEN but advised that she had not heard any such statements* 


was contacted but advised she knew nothing whatsoever concerning the movement 
She stated that all the cards which her husband had, including his Social j 
Security card, had been destroyed at the time of her husband’s death. 


^ 30 - 




b6 

b7C 


100-6668 . . 

•. S.fi ... 

: The following person# were centcabtdu and all of them advised 
that they had heard of the aoveaentvhich FEHDEBSEH vac attempting to organize 
and that they understood the movement as being an attempt to organize all of 
the Negroes to return to Africa* They all advised that they had evidenced ho 
interest in the movement and that they had not given FEBOERSBN permission to 
use their names as mashers* All were questioned concerning any pro-Japanese 
statements that might have been made by Subject FBRGBRS8N but they advised 
they had never heard him mahs any such statements: •, 


The following persons, whose names appeared in the roll book 
as members, were contacted and each denied having been contacted for the 
purpose of becoming members and also denied being members*: All admitted, . 
however, that they had heard of the organization second-hand and that they 
knew FERGEBSEN to be the organizer in Palatksi j. ' ■■■. • I ■ 





i. •* ;•>. *y 




*? V 
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. -• < 

\ r . . * * \i.< ’[ • > • i' ; 

\ J . ‘ ‘ • * ’ • • •/;../ ’ * '■ f- 1 

v ..;y 1 ■ . .. '• ? 

Thfl vnimwine inven tlgatlon was conducted far Special Age nts 


\ 

V« 

\\ 

"S 


Atfje 


| wag interviewed on Novaaabor 21, 1942 at which time he 
furnished the following statement: 


■ r. . 

■ • • • 


"Pale ties, Flo rtda 
November 81, 1942 


iJ 

thia Abatement to Special Agent sC 


do make 


1 


J knowing them to be Agents of the Fedezwl Bure a* of Investigation. 

I have been told that I do not have to make any statement and that any 
statement made by me may be used against me. I say this of my own free 
will and nobody has promised me anything or made any threats to get me to 
make this statement: • - J -'\ .’* f [.■*■ J 

. ; . • , •" '• • ‘ ' • • f ' • ;■ ■ 

I heard WILLIAM A. FERGEERSON speak at the Mount Carmel Church 
in Toddsville at two different times. The first time that he spoke there 
was in the same week that he received a letter from M. lij L. GORDON from 
Chicago. I have rend the date on the letter which he read that day and.. j , 
that date ia July 16. 1940. I am certain that this letter, which was read 


to me by Special Agent 


gent T 
. Art 


read at the Church* After mtiXUSW had' 


ia the letter which I heard him 
read the letter . he talked to the 


people there and I remember that he said that this was not the colored 
people* s war, because we had no rights to fight for, he Said we would be 
forced to fight because we were in this country. He read or talked about 
the Ethiopian Peace Movement , and said that the colored people should an 
stick together if we wanted to get back to our native borne Africa. He 
mentioned President ROOSEVELT and Senator BILBO and said; that the United 
States Government was going to provide & boat to take the negroes back to 
Liberia^ Africa, if it did what the Peace Movement was asking for. 

1 The next time that I heard WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN speak was in 
the last part of 1941 or In the early part of 1948. He .spoke at the church 
in Toddsville and told the people there that this was a white man'S' war, p 
because the colored people bad no rights to fight for. He; said this time 
that since we were in this country we had to do what the higher authorities 
said, so we would be forced to fight. He also said that; the white people , 
were afraid because they were losing the war. He also said that it didn't 
make any difference Who won this war because after it was an over every 
nation would return back to its old home;. I don’t know Whether this state- 
ment was read by FERGERSEBI from a, letter or whether he just said, it, but 


T know that I heard him say it., I have been read a letter by Special Agent’ 
jand have read the date on the copy of that letter which date is 
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'J ; 

■ ■■■>>'?: 
' r . 


January 21, 1941. I know that this latter came from the name person who 
wrote the other letters to WILLIAM A. FEHGERS1N, and that this is the ; • 
letter that he read at the meeting, the last time he Spoke at the Mount 
Carmel Church, ' •. v ' y/.. 

I did not like the Ethiopian Peace Mwement, fend I had 
nothing to do with it; I was never a member of the Movement and the only 
thing I know about it is what I was told by FERGERSEN in hie speeches at 
the Chnreh and in one talk 1 had with him at his home. J 

This statement has been read to me by Special Agent | 

and 1 understand it' and everything It says is true. '• 


Witnesses; 



|Speeiai Agent P.' B. I. 

ppecial Agent P . B.'I, 


interviewed at this same time, at which time the 
ment was obtained: ’ 


)llowlng signed atate- 


"Palatta, Florida 
November 21, 1942 


make this statement to| ] knowing them 1 

to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, of my own 
free will. I have been told that I do not have to make any statement and 
that any thing I say can be used against me . I have not been threatened 
and nobody has promised me anything to get me to make a statement. 


In the early part of 1942 I heard WILLIAM A.’ FERG-ERSEN speak 
at the Mount Carmel Colored Church in Baileyisville. At that time he had 
a letter from a Mrs. GORDON read by a young colored girl -who was visiting 
the Church. I don't remember what the letter said but I do know that 
FESGERSEN in his conversation told the Congregation that this was a white 
man's war, that the colored people had nothing to fight for and that if the 
Japanese people won the war, the colored people would be free to. go back 

to Africa. J* ; . .• ' ' >:•;/ '• ' ' ' ' 

In 1940 1 heard FERGERSEN talking to the colored people, 
trying: to get them to go back to Africa.. ’In 1939 or 1940 he was selling 
the colored people buttons, for ten cents' apiece.-.. Vi- •' 
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I never bought a button, end I do not know anything about 
the Ethiopian Peace Movement, • '■ ;v . v : 

•. i ' I 

This statement has been read to me by Special; Agent 
and it is true, • . t I 




Witnesses: * ; ' ' {• 

Special Agent, F. B.I. < '* • • '.* 

Special Agent, F, B. I, " I 

■ ■ : — * 1 ! ■ : 

| | was interviewed at 

which time he supplied the following signed statement: ■’( 

"Palatfca, Florida ■ » 

, '/November 23, 1942} 

I I i 

T. I | do make this state- 
ment to I knowing them to be 

Special Agent a of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 1 have been told \ 
that I do not hive to make any statement and that any thing X say may be i=.J. 
used against me. No one has threatened me nor has anyone promised me any- 
thing to get me to make this statement, 

~ i ' ' 1 — — — ■ — ’ " 1 ’ ;, t . 

On some Sunday evening within the 

past five months, WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN came t o our church and asked that 
someone read sms letters to the congregation, I 


i’iSKKKHSiiN got up and tried to explain them to the people who were there. 
He asked the people to cooperate with him in the back to Afrioa movement , 
and triad to eeil them some membership cards end buttons. No one that I 
know of bought any of these cards or buttons. 


Agent d 

at Route 1. Boi217. 
one of the letters) 
letter dated January 


in sho wn letter dated June 16, 1942 by Special . V ■' 

That letter is addressed to WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN, 

qatka. Florida, is signed by M. M. L. GORDON and 1 s 

| l have also been shown a 
L, 1941. This letter that I have seen is a copy In 


picture form. That letter was addressed to WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN, Route 1 , 






GORDON in the letter 
> ccpy which I have 
Ito the people in , 


Box lRl - Paiatfca . Fi or lda , and is 1 Signed by M. M. L 

the name doe a no t armear on'tl 

seen,. I know . that the f irst paragraph f" 

the Church, and I .believe that this is' the other- lei 

although I cannot remember the rest of the letter* 


: L_ IFERGERSEN told the people 

that if they wanted more information they could come to his home and he 
would tell them ab: out; it. ’ *• y.\ ' V ! • *.J 


After this meeting I heard up more about this; movement, I 


I have read the' above statement and it is true 


Witnesses 


| Special Agent , F, 

ipecial Agent, F. B, I 


was. inter- 


viewed at whlc 


"Paiatka, Florida 
.November 21, 1942 


- A . , r,L_. I do make . 

this statement to] |knowing him to be la Special Agent 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I. have been told Jthat I do not 
have to make any atatemeifc and that anything I say can be; used against me . 
I make this statement of my own free will, and no threats hr promises have 
been made, to get me to make this statement : I remember talking to WILLIAM 
A, JERGERSEN about 1936 about the Ethiopian Peace Movement* He told me 
that the colored people were working to get back to Africd. It all soundec 
like a dream to me but I told him he could, put my name down as a member, 
but 1 don't remember giving him any money. 1 never did get a membership 
card, but I understand that I was a member of the movement . ; 1 have hot 
talked to FEHGEESEN or anybody else; about this movement since that time. 


X have read the above statement and it is true 


Witnesses 
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at which time 


gave tne roi 


Lngsigned statement: 


Jwas interviewed 


"Palatka, Florida 
' November 33, 1942 


statement fcl 

the Federal .Bureau of 


;at ion, of my own free 


I do make this 
]: Special Agents of 
i I have been told 


that I do not have to make any statement' and that anything 1 say can be 
used against me. ; 


was pr esent on a Sunday night this summer when] I 

read two letters which .were given to her by WILLIAMA. FEH3-ERSM. 

I have been read a letter by Special Agent I nhich is 

a copy of one dated January 21, . 1941 addressed to WILLIAM A. FERG-ERSEN, 
Route 1. Box 151 . Palatka . Florida. This is one of the letters which .was : 


After the letters were read FER&ERSEN tried to explain what 
they were about the best he could. fie asked the people who were there- 
to cooperate in the back to Africa; movement;* fie also said that President 
ROOSBTiLT and Senator BILBO, were supporting the movement. ^ ■; ’r 

This statement of one page has been read to Me and it is true. 

/s/ l I • •' . V 

'"Witnesses: • ■;! .'-it' 



1 Agent , F. B. J-. 
ipecial Agent, F. B. I. " 


The writer and Special Agehtl 
1 WIHIJ&I A*. FERGERSON, of Hieksville , PeialkA , Floric 

following additional signed statement was obtained: 


(interviewed 
"which time the 



, "Palatka, Florida y . . • t " ; 

November 21, 19^2 . H 

[ ASHLEY FERG-ERSON, make th© following.- statement 
who has identif ied: himself to me as a Special Agent 
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of the federal Bureau of Investigation* i have .been told j that 1 need 
not make a statement but I am making this statement of myi own free will’--' 

• as i -wish to. tell the federal Bureau of Investigation all ’that I know '" r 
about M. M. L. GORDON and the Peace Movement of Ethiopia*? No, promises 
or threats were made to me when I was asked to give this staterent and 
I realize that this statement may be used against me incourt. ' 

. < ? ' / . ■ • V . ' , • ■ • t< I - • i 

About the first part of 1936 I read an article in the Pitts- 
burgh Courier, a negro newspaper, this article told about a plan to return 
the negro people to Africa and in the article the name of : M. M» L. GORDON 
was mentioned* I was interested in the article and wrote^to M. M. L, 

GOSJON and she wrote back to me . and told me about the Peace Movement of . 
Ethiopia and told me to carry on the work and try to get lumbers for. the 
Peace Movement. . \ . 

About three months after 1 first wrote toM,|M. L. GORDON ’ 
she wrote to. me and told me that membership cards would be sent to members 
for ten cents and that membership pins would cost five .cents. I bought 
a pin and membership card and still have them. I also ordered cards and 
pins for about six other members and sent the money for them to M. M. L. 
GORDON and When the pins and cards arrived I gave them to,; the members, I 
cannot now remember the names of the members who ordered cards and pins... 

It was not necessary to have a card or pin to be a member of the Peace r 
Movement of Ethiopia as membership was free and I simply sent in the 
names of people who wanted to be members to ;H* M. L. GORDON, 4451 3; State 
Street, Chicago and that was ail they had to do to join, Just give me 
-- •!; their names. • sV? * ' • . •; - V ; . - f 

; . .. .. •• ... ;• A..'» }>. 

I talked to various church groups about PaiatJoa, Florida . 
trying to get members, I also talked to people at their, homes and all of 
the names I got of people that wanted to be members I put : in the Role 
Book and I also, sent their names to M. M. L„. GORDON. Only a few of the. 1 
members ever gave me money for pine and cards and I think'- that I have sent 
about one dollar to M. M. Li GORDON. * j > v 

During the summer of 1942 I sent a telegram to M. M. L. GORDON 
at the request of M. M. L. GORDON who wrote a letter to me and asked me to 
send suoh a telegram which she would send to the President of the United y’-j\ 
States, M. M. L. GORDON told me Just what to say and I sent the telegram 

as she requested in her letter to me dated July 2 q, 1942,; The telegram 
read as follows: 'We the members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia from 
the state of Florida sincerely co-operate with all the rest of the states 
in the union, that request the President of the -United' States to please set 
free an black slaves of America and repatriate them to their fatherland',/ . - 
'Africa.' : 
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In June I received a letter from M. M. L. GORDON dated Tune 
23, 1942 In which she sent me my credentials to represent 'and establish 
locals of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia wherever I might ;deem it advisable* 
The credentials were signed by M. M.L. GORDON, President;] and ROSIE L. :j /' 
GEARRING and were dated February 13, 1942 and marked to be null and void j 
after February 14, 1943. ,iV •, - j 

• v . • 'J • 

' ... 

I also sent about one letter a month to M. M.L* GORDON and 
told her of any new members I had obtained and of the wori I was trying 
to do and she sent me about one letter a month telling, me of the work of 
the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and advising me how to carry on the work 
of the Movement,: . j. • *' • 

. .* . * • 1 * * . \ : . f .... V. [ 

the letters idiich I have received from M, M. L. 

**«*— — * I have 13 letters which I have given .[ 

of t he Federal Bureau of Investigation* 
j my membership pin and my membership 
this card was received by me 


r 


Most of 
have iop± — *a 


GORDON I 

to Special Agent [_ 

I have also given special Agent [ 
card which I received from M. M. L. GORDON, 
about 1936. ' 
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A letter dated January 21, 1941 from M. M. L. GORDON was 
received by me but I have lost At or destroyed it, however I have looked 
at a photo of this letter and I know that it is the same as I reoeived from 
M. M. L. GORDON, the. photo is a picture of the letter which I received and 
the writing in the photo was the same as the letter wh ich » I received* The 
picture of the letter was shown to me by Special Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation* / 1 

The letters ^»ich T r eceived from M. M. L. GORDON and Which 
I have turned over to Special Agent] are dated as fellows: 

December 16, 1939; March 2, 1940; March 30, 1940; July 16, 1940; October ! } 
1940; June 16, 1942; July 3, 1942; July 20, 1942; June 23; 1942; July 29,, 
1942; August 7, 1942; August 28, 1942; November 7, 1942. 

M. M. L* GORDON is the leader of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
and she advised me what to do in getting the Peace Movement going in 
Florida.. The Role Book which contains ail of the names of members of. the 
Peac e Movement which I en listed In Florida has been given' byyfo Special 
Agent l l and all of the names in the Role Book have been 

.sent into M. M. L» GORDON by me and 1 sent the names of members into M. M. 

L. GORDON because she told me that an names of members must be sent to her. 

I wrote to M. M. L. GORDON and asked her what I would do if '} . 
I held a meeting and the police came, M. M. L, GORDON wrote beck to me 


•y 


A 
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and saift in her letter that the President of the United States had approved: 
the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and that it was a pure movement and. that 
if the police came to any meetings I was tp show them this, letter from her* 

About two or three years ago M. U. t, GORDON asked me to v| 
attend a convention of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia to bjs held at Washing- 
ton, D. C. but I could not go as I did not have the money.;; I was to go to 
the convention and represent Florida* 

An information I have concerning the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia 1 have received fr@m M. M. L* GORDON and I sent till of my reports 
to her in Chicago* 1 X X. j X-.~ 

. I have read the. above statement of three pages and it is true 


;; r . /s/ William a. fergerson 


Witnesses t 



Special Agent, F. B. I. -‘X.X' : . ? .X' .'[[ 

Special Agent, F. B. I, - 'X yX 

The original of this signed statement set out above is x _ • "■A 
being forwarded to the Chicago Field Division with copies i.of this report.': b 7 C 

The fol lowing la a Aeacr lpt ion of | (reported by -. 

WII^IAM A,. FERGERSON |of subject organization in Palatka, 

Florida: Ags, 45; Height, 5*11"; Weight, 140 lbs.; Completion,; dark yy/Xf,. 
brown; Bair, black; Mustache, black and full. . f y.X'X'V 


viewed by the writer and|_ 
signed statement was ob tainad 


| was inter. 

at which time the following 


*Palatte, Florida 
.Nov. 24th, 1942 


Smi 


x esses 


state ment of my own free will t 

knowing them tp be Special Agents o 

Investigation * I have been told that Ido not have to. make this statement 
and. that no threats or promises, were made to be to obtain; the same. 
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About three or four years ago WILLIAM A. FERGESON of Paiatka 
came to me end explained that he was starting a movement , here in town, 
for the betterment of the colored people, it was, so he explained to get \ 
the colored people to return to Africa, and was supported by Senator 
BILBO. I- became interested and ashed Mm to tell me more, he said that, 
he would give me some books to read on the subject but a s vet I have never 
gotten t hem. I gave him mv name aa wnn Bfl the names of f | 

J and my children, |_ _ I ana, 

told him he could put us down as members of the movement. ;I did not pay 
him any money and. did not receive : any membership card or buttons., 

I have. talked to FERGE330N since this time about the movement 
but I do not remember what was said other than he told me he bad received 

Some letters and that they reported that the movement was gaining. He was 

going to let me read these letters but as yet I have not seen them;./ 

At the time I gave him my name for membersMp he told me that 

he had been authorized to get all the nairas of people who were interested 
and by giving him. their names they became members even though they did.' 
not buy membership. cards or buttons. ‘ ' . 


1 have read the above statement consisting of one and a 
half pages and find it to be true and correct and to show that; it is I am 
signing my name, - ^ ■• -v 


Witnesses: 




oial Agent, F. B, 1. 
Special Agent, F. B. I. " 


Special Agent) 

following statement which is set out : 


land the Writer interviewed 
pai&tka, Florida and obtained 


"paiatka, Florida 
Nov . 24th, 1942 


lA teaks the following 

statement t o| | Who have made 

themselves known to me as Special Agent s of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation. I have .been advised by Agent ) p int I do not have to ; ; 

make , a statement and that any statement made by me can be Used against me 
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In court but I desire to make thi# statement of my own freewill. No 
threats or promises were made, to me and I am making this statement so 
that ail i know about it will be known to the Federal Bureau of Invest!- 
gation. V*.:. ... 


/■j 

• j 

H I . 

- - . r 


started writing to M. M. L« 
GORDON in Chicago, ill.. and after he received a letter fxoni M;. M. L* 
GORDON he started to get members for the Peace Movement of ^Ethiopia, 
hename a member nf i;b- w— MOT*B*n fc of Ethldpia| 


letters from M. M. L. GORDON end told me what they were about end also 
What the Peace Movement of Ethiopia was try ing to do. The [following Is 
the purpose of the Peaoe M pyement of Ethiopia! 
and as told by the letters 
received by him fro* M, M. 


which letters were - 
Peace movement Was to get all 


L. GORDON. The 

tpe colored people in the United States to go back to Africa end the 
present war that we are now fighting would end up with the >• white people 
committing suicide, therefore watch this war in the east, and. that after 
the t»r was over the colore d people would go to Africa. Also in another 
letter f ram M. M .. L . GORDON ] p aid that it ■ dicin' t matter ; 

who won the war as after it was all over all people would go back to their 
nation and that the black folks would go to Africa. In another letter 
from Mi M. L. GORDON, [ |ha said that the white 


people in this country were afraid because they were losing the war and 
that because of that it would take some time to get the colored people 
back to Africa. • .• .. - ■ • 


E nd this statement ha’s, been read 
it is true and correct and to. show this' 


to Me by Special Agent 
1 am placing my mark on this statement which, consists of two and a quarter 



Witnesses: 


Special Agent, F. % I. 

Special Agent, F. B.. IV; ■ 


The aforementioned sighed statements, with the exception of; 
the two signed statements of subject WILLIAM A .. FERGERSON, are being 
retained in the files of the Miami Field Division. r 


J. r 


- 41 47 
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The following is a description of WILLIAM A. FERGERSON; 

. . ‘ . *' “ v. * •*' \ 


Age 1 $B j’;' r } 

Born Whitehall, South': Caroline 

Height 
Weight 
Eyes 

Completion 

V, > Hair • ; 

Mustache 
Scars 

7 Teeth Lower set gone 2 

Peculiarities Cheek bones high/ depression 

, in front of temples 


August 25, 1886 
• 5'ii* ’ « • ■. •• 

145 lbs. . , • 

Dark brown i 

Dark brown ’ ' j; V - 

Blaok, turning grey 
Pull and blaok i .. 

Small straight spar at edge 

of loft eve ? 1 


A -I 


- b2 
,• b6 
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Relatives 

Registered for draft in Paiatka in April 1942 with 
, Selective Service Board No. 1 ] ! • 

Confidential Iafoimantl kd vised the w riter thet| 

| had stated that her 

cook's negro preacher had only recently warned the people in his congregation 
not to listen to representatives of the Peace Movement of. Ethiopia* and, 
further, the cook of | | has information concerning the existence of 

the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in Jacksonville, Florida. 


Confidential Informant ! A dvised that a telegram was sent 
by WILLIAM A. FERGERSON to U. M. L. GORDON, Chica go. on July 20. 1942 a n d 
that said telegram was presently in possession of ) I 

It is to be noted that this telegram sent on July 20, 1942 by WILLIAM A* ' J 
FERGERSON is the telegram set out in his statement dated November 21, 1942. 
This telegram may be subpoenaed in the event the original is desired. 

' i_‘ ■- i. 


The writer has marked for identification the following items 
obtained from WILLIAM A. FERGERSON by placing his initials thereon: 13 
letters received by WILLIAM A. FERGERSON from M. M. L. GORDON; membership' 
card, pin, and roll book of the Peach Movement of Ethiopia; a copy of the 
Congressional Record entitled, "Voluntary Resettlement of American Negroes 
in Africa", ail of which were furnished to the writer by;WILLIAM A. FERGERSON 

and axi of which are being forwarded to the Chicago Field Division. 



ENCLOSURES TO CHICAGO: 

:• • • • •• 

13 letters received by WILLIAM A, FERGERSON 
from M. M. L. GORDON, Chicago, Illinois ; 

Membership oard, pin, and roll book of, the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia, Florida Chapter* . 

Copy of a part of the Congressional Record 
entitled, "Voluntary Resettlement of American 
Negroes in Africa". j 

Two signed statements of WILLIAM A. FERGERSON 

• ’ f 



100.6668 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE MIAMI FIELD DIVISION 


At Palatka , Florida 


Will re-contaet£ 


Jo ascertain if she has 


located membership cards of subject organization which she stated were 
formerly in her possession and also to ascertain if she has any additional 
information concerning subject organization. J;r 


Will re- contact 


| to ascertain whether he has 
obtained any further information concerning sub jeot organization. It will, 
be noted that ! fr dTiaed that he would attempt to obtain. all possible l 

information concerning subject organization. ■ 

At Jacksonville, Florida 


Will attempt t o 


Reported by WILLIAM A, 


Jof subject organization in Palatka, Florida 

and now located in Jacksonville, Florida, address unknown. 


Will re-intervlew| 

for any information. cnnfiernlhff anhJa 
it being noted that 


5 


earning the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. 


organization in Jacksonville, Florida 
is reported to have ^information con- 
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FBI CHICAGO 


DECEMBER 1, 1942 


857 PM CWT 


DIRECTOR , x-' M-j]'":: *r±-J 

0 •• ^ r v 

RAW. PEACE MOVEMENT TO MMMMH ETHIOPIA AKA ETHIOPIAN PEACE MOVE- 
MENT, MADAM MITTIE MAUD LENA*4>0RD0N, WA ETAL - INTERNAL SECURITY J., 
SEDITION. UNITED STATES ATTORNEY ADVISES LABORATORY TECHNICIAN WHO 
EXAMINED SPECIMENS Q FOUR THROUGH Q TWELVE IN INSTANT CASE AS CONTAINED 
IN LABORATORY REPORT NOVEMER FIFTH, NINETEEN FORTYTWO AND TECHNICIAN WHO 
5S0BSX EXAMINED 9f©fX SPECIMENS Q THIRTEEN THROUGH Q SEVENTEEN AS CON- 
TAINED IN LABORATORY REPORT NOVEMBER TWENTYFOURTH, NINETEEN 

FORTYTWO WILL BE A NECESSARY WITNESS IN INSTANT CASE. TRIAL SET FOR TEN 
AM DECEMBER EIGHTH, NINETEEN FORTYTWO IN OLD POST OFFICE BUILDING. 
RE AgMOEX BUREAU REQUESTED TO FURNISH NAMES OF WITNESSES. LABORATORY RE- 
QUESTED TO EXPDITE EXAMINATION , OF SPECIMENS TRANSMITTED BY MY LETER, 
NOVEMBER TWENTYTHIRD, NINETEEN FORTYTWO. IT WILL BE NCESSARY T&, HAVE- 
ALL ORIGINAL SPECIMENS AVAILABLE AT THE TRIAL. ^ LJ /f i* 


A ANDTr 
9-55 PM 


EL M 


PL§ 

FBI WASH DC 

* ...M' 


(;aUed JULb4>mV*4*y 




(L'JJi-a — — 


~r/f 


UZJ 


By 
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iFcJSRfl gurenu af InurBtiijatio^^ 

lintteli States department of Suatlre 

LKKTBiacayne Building 

Miami, Florida 

Decembar 3, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


fEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA aka 
Ethiopian Peace Movement 
MTPTIE MAUD LENA*GOKDGN with alias 
et alj INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
SEDITION 


Reference is made to report of Special Agent | 

Chicago, Illinois, dated September 16, 1942, and the letter 
rrom the Chicago Field Division to the Bureau dated October 29, 1942 
a copy of which letter was forwarded to the Miami Field Division. 


it in reference letter October 29, 1942 
mhlon-oonducted in the included report 

at Miami, Florida, dated December 


The leads set 

have been CnVftfftfl hv i nwa 

of Special Agent I 
3, 1942, and entitled PEAC! 

WILLIAM ASBLET^ERGERSON, l 
This investigation of the Florida Chapter is presently pending. However 
ail leads set up by the Chicago Field Division have been covered by 
the investigation in the enclosed report. The above captioned case is 
being considered as referred upon completion to the office of origin, 
Illinois. v .v. 


Chicago 


Subsequent copies of the rpsdlts of the investigation of 
the Miami Field Division in the case^iititled , PEACE MOVEMENT OF 
ETHIOPIA; FLORIDA CHAPTER; WILLIAM At FERGERSON, will be furnished to 
the Chicago Field Division. 


Very truly yours 


#3 GQOOb 


A. P. K3TCHIN 
Special Agent in Charge 




